B ro n z e A x e h e a d fr o m C o . K ilk e n n y
‘T H E discovery of a bronze axehead was m ade by Mr.
Edw ard M urphy on his land at A nnaleck Upper, in the
Barony of G ow ran, in October, 1956. It was brought to the
notice of the K ilkenny A rchaeological Society and was sub
sequently presented by the finder to the N ational M useum.
(Reg. No. 1957 : 4) (Figure 2). It was found about a foot
below the surface w hile m aking a new roadw ay through a
field.
This is a fine specim en of a socketed bronze axehead
in a good state of preservation although the cutting edge is
no longer sharp. The socket m outh is oval and there is a
bevel on the outer face w ith two ornam ental m ouldings
below it. On the under side th ere is a rounded sem i-circular
loop. The m axim um length of the axehead is 7.50 c.m.
The m anufacture of bronze objects was a highly skilled
craft and Irish sm iths in prehistoric tim es w ere pre-em inent
for the q uality and quan tity of th eir products. Such an
axehead w ould have been cast in a two-piece mould sim ilar
to the stone m ould found in a bog at B allydagh, Co. K il
kenny (J.R.S.A.I. 7 (1862-3), 307-8 w here it is illustrated.
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This type of axehead was m ounted on a wooden shaft
w ith a right-angled projection at the top shaped to fit the
socket ; the in tern al ribbing w ould have tightened the grip
and it was fu rth e r secured by a cord or thong passed
through the loop and tied firm ly to the shaft. This was then
an im plem ent as useful as a m odern hatchet for chopping
wood, felling branches and such work. It was in general use
in the late Bronze Age from about 1000 to 500 B.C. Sim ilar
axeheads have been found in most parts of the country and
there are at least two others from Co. K ilkenny, though the
localities in which they w ere found is not known. One of
these is alm ost identical w ith the A nnaleck exam ple b u t is
quite plain, the other is a m iniature one w ith a double
m oulding below the rim and three pairs of ribs on the
inside of the socket. They are in the possession of Dr. G.
L ittle, Dublin, who kindly loaned them for inspection. They
w ere given to him by Miss Lucy C allanan and w ere form erly
in the possession of her brother, Rev. Edw ard Callanan, of
K ilkenny, who was associated w ith the Archaeological
Society there in the last century.
A large collection of these axeheads is preserved in the
N ational M useum and it is only by assem bling them together
th at the individual finds from every region m ay be com
pared and the various stages of developm ent observed. Our
thanks are due to those finders who rep o rt these ancient
objects and to those who take care to have them preserved
so th a t they m ay add to our know ledge of the past.
ELLEN PRENDERGAST.
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