
P atrick S treet
BY M RS. C. J. KENEALY

E A S T  SIDE

T HOU G H  Lower Patrick  S treet is of respectable antiquity , it
does no t appear to  have been p art of the original High 

Town bu ilt by the N orm ans. The late M r. K ieran Drea, in an 
in teresting  article on the boundaries of St. M ary 's Parish, publish 
in the St. M ary 's C athedral C entenary  Souvenir, holds th a t the 
High Town corresponded w ith St. M ary 's Parish and th a t the 
original walls surrounding th is small town, bu ilt probably about 
the  year 1200, cu t across w hat we know  as Lower Patrick  S treet 
a t the entrance to  the Journal Office, wh ich is the southern  
boundary  of St. M ary 's Parish today.

W hen two hundred  years la ter it was found necessary to 
build stronger walls, R obert T albot extended the  wall to  en 
close a m uch larger area term inating in St. P a trick 's Gate, and 
I th ink  we may be sure th a t the citizens where no t so slow to 
take advantage of th is p rotection  to  build new dwellings, and 
so Lower P atrick  S treet was born. The newly enclosed portion 
rem ained in St. P atrick 's  Parish, thus we have the s tree t divided 
betw een the two Parishes, the upper or southern end being in 
St. P atrick 's, the lower end in St. M ary's.

There is some evidence to suggest th a t the  name Croker 
Street, w hich appears in old docum ents, refers to  this lower po r
tion of P atrick  S treet and th a t it was called after C roker's Cross 
which stood on The Parade. M any distinguished people have 
lived in Patrick  S treet from  tim e to time. T here is m ention of 
a Keteller m ansion, bu t I have no t been able to locate w here it 
stood. It is also suggested th a t the house in w hich A rchbishop 
Rinucinni lived during the C onfederation Period was situated  in 
Patrick  S treet and, certainly, the description of his house given 
in contem porary m anuscrip ts supports this view. It is desribed 
as a large, well-built m ansion situated  convenient to St. M ary 's 
C hurch on the one hand and to the official residence of Lord 
M ountgarret on the other.

Since K ilkenny Castle was the residence a t th a t tim e of 
Lord M ountgarret, P atrick  S treet would fulfil these conditions. 
The garden of the house stre tched  back to the city wall and ad 
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jacent was a little used entrance into the city. This points to 
one of the houses on the lower end of P atrick  S treet on the 
western side—the gardens of which were bounded by the Town 
W all—and there was a small opening or sallyport in the city wall 
the rem ains of which is still visible at the end of the  Provincial 
Bank garden.

There is evidence of a large house in this locality which 
m ight very well be the house assigned for the use of the Papal 
N uncio during his stay in the  city. This house stood in a lane
way or passage which ran from P atrick  S treet to New Street, 
entering P atrick  S treet w here the K ilkenny Journal Offices now 
stand. Hogan tells th a t a right-of-way through here existed up to 
about 100 years before the tim e he wrote.

Tighe, in his survey of the Co. K ilkenny in 1801, refers to 
this house and said it was owned by the French General St. 
R uth  and was left by him to pay £12 a year to some charity  no t 
then known. It has been established th a t the French Genera! 
never visited Kilkenny, and the name is thought to  be a m is
take for the name R othe. If this was a Rothe m ansion, w hat 
m ore natural then th a t the family of the then Bishop of Ossory 
should offer it for the use of the Nuncio.

It is also significant th a t the houses which have been built 
on the site of this old house were owned by the Bryan family of 
Jenkinstow n, who acquired them  by inheritance from the Rothe 
family. The subsequent history of this old house may be of in 
terest. Tighe tells us th a t Dr. Ellison taught school there while 
the new college was building. This was in 1790.

A fter th a t it was let as a barracks. I t was taken down about 
1817 or 1818, when the new entrance for the C ork road was be
ing constructed , and the three houses which now stand there, 
Nos. 30, 31 and 32, were bu ilt in tending to  be used as an hotel; 
b u t w hether they were ever used for this purpose or not I do 
no t know. The subsequent history  of these houses I will come 
to later.

In later tim es P atrick  S treet has always been a residential 
d istric t and m uch favoured by the professions. In 1884 there were 
5 doctors, 5 solicitors and 1 den tist living there.

The Rev. James Graves, one of the founders of the first Kil
kenny Archaeological Society, lived in Patrick  S treet before be
ing appointed to  Ennisnag Parish. He is described as C urate of
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St. P a trick 's and, while resident here, engaged in research for 
his m ost famous work, the H istory  of St. C anice's C athedral.

He lived in the two houses adjoining St. P a trick 's Gate, 
first on the O rm onde R oad side and later moved to  the  Butler 
H ouse side to  the house w hich was la te r to  house the Society 's 
m useum . H e was an a rden t horticu ltu rist, and in O ctober of 
1859 we find an advertisem ent in the K ilkenny Journal of an 
auction of his furn iture  and also of rare plants, fuschias, cine
rarias, chrysanthem um s, to  be held a t his residence in P atrick  
Street. A fter he m oved to Ennisnag, he was also noted, I u n 
derstand , for his rem arkable collection of ferns, w hich were said 
to be among the best in Ireland.

A nother nam e connected w ith the stree t is th a t of Sir 
Denis Pack, a famous soldier whose m onum ent may be seen in 
St. C anice's C athedral. His son received large estates in C ounty 
Carlow  from  Lord Beresford on condition th a t he adopted the 
name Beresford, which he did, and founded the family of Pack 
Beresford.

W illiam  Ranalow, organist of St. C anice's C athedral, who 
is also com m em orated there by a plaque, was also a resident. 
N ot the least notable of the  form er inhabitan ts of Patrick  St. 
was the brillian t family, the H acketts, children of Dr. John 
Byrne H ackett, of which one m em ber, Miss Florence H ackett, 
still lives in Kilkenny.

I have been greatly helped in my researches into the earlier 
h istory  of P atrick  S treet and its inhabitan ts by the records of 
the V aluation Office, and m ust record my indebtedness to  the 
Com m issioner and the officials of the office who gave me every 
possible help. Before dealing w ith Patrick  S treet proper I m ight 
m ention th a t the Bank of Ireland opened its first branch in Kil
kenny on the 1st June, 1835, in a house form erly occupied by a 
M r. Leech. This house was No 10 The Parade, at presen t M iss 
K enny's house. The Bank moved to  its presen t prem ises about 
1870.

On the 1st of January, 1860, the  Im perial H otel opened. I t 
was then described as newly erected, bu t I th ink  incorporated 
portions of the old Rose Inn or Rose H otel which was owned 
by H ew itson. The proprie tor of the Im perial was W alter H anlon, 
who had previously owned the Bush H otel in Rose Inn Street.

No. 1, according to  present-day num bering, is the P robate

Rose Archer



8 OLD KILKENNY REVIEW

Office, and has been so as far back a t least as 1880. Earlier it 
was ow ned by a M rs. Baker and le t to  Patrick  Grace, while a 
W illiam R ichardson occupied No. 2. A n advertisem ent in K.J. 
of 1835 says: “ To be sold a t M r. R ichardson 's, Patrick  S treet 
—a D etonating G un.” R ecent reconstruction of No. 2 disclosed 
a large horizontal beam in front, w hich suggests a shop w in
dow, and trad ition  says a public house.

3. M cG rath 's is associated w ith the name of Jack. W e have 
a John Jack succeeded by R obert Jack and Sons, Sadlers and 
H arnessm akers. Very fine harness of all kinds was m ade on the 
premises. Succeeded by W illiam  Shiels, who m arried  a M iss 
Smith, ow ner of a boot-shop in High S treet and known as the 
1 G etta  Percha ' m an because he in troduced rubber boots into 
Kilkenny. Succeeded by E. and J. M orrissey, H ardw are, who 
were succeeded by the presen t ow ners in the same business.

4. A  hum ble little  house dw arfed by its m ore m agnificent 
neighbours, b u t one w ith a big nam e in business. I t was for 
years a fancy goods w arehouse run by the M isses B. and J. 
A ikenhead. They sold toys, perfum ery, trim m ing stationery, and 
were agents for London Broken Tea at l/8d . per lb. They m ust 
have done a good business, since they  lasted so long, the name 
going back to  about 1860 and their advertisem ents appear re
gularly in the K ilkenny Journal and local guide books. They 
were succeeded in the same business by the M isses A rm strong, 
a shop w hich m any still rem em ber. In la ter tim es we have 
N urse Parr, M r. O 'Neill, Incom e Tax Agent; M r. Delehanty, 
Optician, and Coyne's H airdressing establishm ent.

5. Of the next two houses I am to ld  th a t an inscription on a 
beam  found during reconstruction  gives the  nam e Ferguson and 
the date  1747. This may be the date of building, on the o ther 
hand the cu t stone chim neys and hood m ouldings on the lower 
w indows m ight suggest an earlier date. A ny fu rther inform ation 
w hich may come to light on the earlier h istory  of these two 
houses will certainly be welcome. The house now owned by 
M r. O 'Neill, L.D.S., was owned in 1849 by Charles M ossom 
and had num erous tenants: H enry M cCreery, C aptain M inchin 
(1860), Patrick  Dillon, C orporation T reasurer, and Dr. Griffin.

6. (C ro tty 's). This is the house which was apparently  
once owned by Sir Denis Pack, as his representative rem ained 
the landslords of the  property. Sir Denis died in 1823 and about
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th a t time, or later, a M rs. Pack and the M isses Pack had a 
boarding school in Patrick  S treet. This may no t be the same 
house, bu t it is the only house in Patrick  S treet connected w ith 
the name Pack, so possibly it is. They left in 1830 and, in 1831, 
opened the N ore View Sem inary for ladies on the Quay.

A list of K ilkenny schools of 1824 gives: “ P atrick  S tree t— 
C atherine Park; R.C.; £400 income; 22 pupils; ladies' boarding 
school; good house.”

But apparently  d idn 't  last long on the Quay, for in 1835 
there is an advertisem ent for the Nore View Boarding School 
w ith  M rs. O 'Neill as Principal. ‘ French is the  Language.” “ The 
house stands in an airy situation com m anding an extensive view 
of the country w ith a Quay in fron t and a garden to  the rear for 
the purpose of exercise.”

The school in P atrick  S treet was taken over by M rs. and 
the M isses M orris who opened w hat they described as the Lo- 
gerian Academ y of music, on M ay 11, 1831.

By 1849 the prem ises were vacant bu t in 1860 it was occu
pied by a Thom as Chaplain, an auctioneer who later m oved two 
doors up to  No. 9 and was followed by a man called Bracken, 
then the Southern Railway Co., The W est of England Insurance 
Co., Samuel W ilson, A uctioneer and the late Dr. C rotty , Solici
tor, whose family still live there.

There have been m any schools in Patrick  S treet which I 
have not been able to place. In 1831 a M iss W helan had a 
Boarding and Day School for young ladies. In 1835 a M rs. M ay
cock opened a Boarding and Day School for young ladies in 
Patrick  S treet, which taught the French and English languages. 
M usic, Drawing, W riting, A rithm etic  and Plain and O rnam en
tal work. The m usic was conducted by M r. M aycock who we 
are told had been a Professor for 30 years, had the honour of 
leading the band of his late Royal H ighness, the Duke of Kent, 
for several years perform ing frequently  during th a t period b e 
fore His M ajesty and every branch of the Royal Family.

Also the P atrick  S treet Ladies' School of M iss Elliot, which 
I will come to later.

(7) Dr. Boyd. The next three houses were bu ilt in 1759 
by W illiam Colles. There was a common pump for the three 
houses behind No. 9 and the lease gave the tenan ts of the o ther 
two houses the right to draw  w ater and carry away same.
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A Captain Rogers lived there in 1849, then in the  1860's 
M aria Nixon followed by W illiam Kenealy who lived there 
while M ayor of Kilkenny in 1872 and up to the tim e of his 
death in 1876. A note in the margin of the V aluation Lists says 
th a t W illiam Kenealy spent £35 chiefly on in ternal im prove
m ents. His widow, Rose Kenealy, rem ained in occupation after 
his death. Later tenan ts were R oland Griffin, b ro ther of Dr. 
Griffin, M rs. K atherine Lanigan and now Dr. Boyd.

(8) Original Lease W illiam  Colles to John Flem ing in 1759, 
of newly built house in Patrick  S treet contains a covenant to 
repair the pum p in the adjoining house of W illiam Colles and 
gives the right to  take w ater therefrom .

PATRICK STREET (EAST SIDE)

A hundred years la ter H enry Loughnan leased to Joseph 
G resham  then Thom as Chaplain; John Symes, Fernan O 'Toole, 
Pettigrew  Coyle and Con Kenealy, son of W illiam Kenealy who 
lived there until about 1902, A ndrew  Griffith of C loth Hall, 
Patrick  O 'Keeffe, C.A.O., M rs. Lynch and now M r. Delehanty.

(9) A C aptain M inchin is the  first nam e I find here fol
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lowed by Alice Lynch, an Inspector of Schools called Shannon, 
M iss Shannon, M r. O 'Connor, Professor of English in St. K ier
an 's College, John Lanigan, Solicitor, and M rs. Lanigan whc 
la ter occupied No. 7 and Joseph Koss, O rganist in St. M ary 's 
C athedral and Professor of m usic in St. K ieran 's College, and 
now M r. M att Dwyer who purchased it recently  from the T ru s
tees of St. K ieran's College.

(10) A M rs. Susannagh M cG rath was Landlord. Tenants, 
George S. G eary who lived here in the 1860's and 1870's and 
m ost probably represented the firm of Geary Brothers, photo
graphers, examples of whose w ork are still to be seen.

Later a F ather Hogan, a retired  priest, lived there w ith his 
sister and her daughter. They kept boarders of whom George 
Gilmore who later took over the tenancy was one. H is daugh
te r Miss M arjorie Gilmore who is now tenant, has it set in flats. 
F ather Hogan may be the priest who left these tw o houses Nos. 
9 and 10 to St. K ieran's College. He was a b ro ther of John H o
gan, K ilkenny historian.

(11) A very large house which was once apparently  even 
larger, extending over portions of the space now occupied by 
S tatham 's Garage. The first name I have here is Edw ard Cooke, 
Esq., a P ro testan t gentlem an who contribu ted  £1 tow ards im 
provem ents in the R.C. Chapel and Chapel House of St. P a t
rick 's Parish in 1831.

He had a kennel yard and garden in New Street. A fter him 
came John Lawson, probably the same John Lawson who oc
cupied Butler House ten years earlier and owned a considerable 
house property  in Kilkenny. He was succeeded by W illiam R ana
low who had a Piano and H arm onium  W areroom s here, moving 
here from John's Quay. He was organist in St. Canice's C athed
ral and a Professor of music. He was succeeded by his sons 
F rank  and A lfred Ranalow. A lfred was also an organist and an 
o ther bro ther was a noted singer and toured the world w ith 
Dame Melba. M rs. John R. Statham  bought it and let the b o t
tom part to W alsh, an auctioneer from W aterford who used it 
as a showroom , and later to  the Royal Insurance Co., the up
per part being set in flats. I t has now been sold to  the In su r
ance Co. who in tend to dem olish and rebuild it.

S ta tham 's Garage. The Reverend Samuel M adden owned 
this property  and the next house in which he lived in 1849. This
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part consisted apparently  of a yard or garden and outoffices, 
also a small house which was le t as an office to John W alsh, 
possibly the ow ner of the hotel opposite. A bout 1914 M essrs. 
Lam bert, Sm ithwick and W. H effernan converted it into a gar
age which was later taken over by Statham s.

Statham s who had come to K ilkenny from W exford, first 
started  as jewellers in High S treet, where their relatives, O 'Con
nors, jewellers, now are. M r. and Mrs. S tatham  were keen cyclists 
which was then an innovation. Soon they com m enced selling 
bicycles. M r. Statham  joined w ith his brother-in-law  M r. Pow- 
nall and com m enced business, first near the present M ayfair 
Ballroom, later moving to High Street next door to London and 
Newcastle. S tatham s were one of the first to sell cars in K il
kenny and had showroom s in High S treet where H ipps now is 
and in Jam es's S treet where the “ K ilkenny People ” offices 
now are.

On taking over L am bert's prem ises in P atrick  S treet they 
extended it considerably and it has been still m ore improved 
and extended by the present proprietors.

(12) This house is now owned by M essrs. S tatham s Ltd, 
and is set in flats of w hich the first floor and m ost of the 
ground floor is occupied by M iss Foley, M asseuse.

The Reverend Samuel M adden leased it from the Hon. W. 
F. Tighe. The following also lived there, Thom as E. M urphy a 
dentist, H enry Beamen, Dr. Holmes a re tired  arm y doctor, Mr. 
and M rs. O 'C arroll of the China Hall, M r. Carew, den tist and 
finally the late George Statham .

(13) O ccupants were M iss M ary Kingsmill, M rs. Horne, 
R obert Radwell, M r. M aher N.S.P.C.C. Inspector, Brennan, 
Brophy, Royal Liver Insurance Co., G rant, M anager Labour Ex
change, M rs. Lloyd and now M r. Wall.

(14) The principal business carried on here in the last cen
tu ry  was th a t of Ferrier Brothers, the father and uncle of Mr. 
George Ferrier and M isses Ferrier of Kilree, Kilkenny.

They were two Scottish farm ers who feeling th a t there was 
no future for farm ing in their own country  settled  in Kilkenny. 
They sta rted  to make agricultural m achinery first in Chapel 
A venue above the arch and later moved down to Patrick  Street.

They were the first to  introduce a reaper into Ireland. P re
viously harvesting had been carried ou t by hand and workers
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were recru ited  from the W est of Ireland. These workers, feel
ing th a t their livelihood was threatened , fiercely opposed the 
introduction of the reaper. There were o ther difficulties. The 
people of Patrick  S treet objected to  the sm oke from the fu r
naces which came in through the ir windows and there was a 
lawsuit about this and another law suit about the  p aten t for the 
reaper which was ow ned by an English firm. All this trouble 
forced the Ferriers to give up the m anufacture of m achinery and 
they turned to  sales of agricultural m achinery, seeds, fertilizers, 
etc. One bro ther w ent to A thlone and sta rted  business there.

A t the beginning of the cen tury  they wished to  sell ou t bu t 
their landlord M iss O 'Reilly refused perm ission. C aptain Cuffe 
was anxious to s ta rt his theatre  there, bu t this was impossible. 
Eventually M r. Poe persuaded M iss O 'Reilly to  agree to a sale. 
The building now houses the offices of M essrs. Poe and Kiely, 
Solicitors.

(15) This house and the next were owned by H enry H a rt
ford subsequently  by C atherine H artfo rd  Tyndal. T enants were 
H enry J. Loughnan, James Loughnan, George H. Lowe, Solici
tor, M rs. C laire Lowe, James Poe, C lerk of the Crown, father 
of James Poe of A rchersgrove, and the M isses Susan and H a r
riet Poe. On their death  is was acquired by Dr. Roche.

(16) Butler House. The h istory  of this house and the pre
vious house has been given by M r. P. W alsh and publishd in 
the No. 8 issue of the Old K ilkenny Review so I will no t dwelt 
upon it beyond saying th a t in 1840 it was occupied by Samuel 
Chaplin who let the lower portion to John Lawson.

In 1831 a Samuel Chaplin an auctioneer and valuer lived in 
Rose Inn Street. This is quite possibly the same man, and he 
m ight very well be the fa ther of Thom as Chaplin, auctioneer 
and furn iture  m aker who lived in No. 6 in 1860 and in No. 8 
in the 1870's. A t th a t tim e the upper portion (next the  gate) 
was No. 13, the lower portion No. 14. In 1861 No. 13 was a 
M asonic lodge and after th a t was occupied by Rev. James 
Graves and then the Archaeological M useum  about 1868. No. 14 
was occupied in 1861 by Zacharah Johnson, then by John James 
followed by Charles James. The tw o houses are now owned by 
Dr. Roche who has converted them  into flats.
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