
Land A gitator J a ile d  in  K ilk e n n y
BY Mi c h a e l  De l a n e y

On Sept. 26th 1881 Charles Stewart Parnell attended a 
monster meeting in Maryborough for the purpose of advising the 
farmers of Laois how they should become members of the “Irish 
National Land League” which had been formed in the county in 
1879 and had at that time 20,000 members. There was a 
branch in every parish of the Queens County and there was stiff 
opposition from the landlord class backed by the powers of 
Government. Many members of the league were arrested as 
suspects and were lodged in Maryborough jail. One of the suspects 
was Rev. Thomas Meehan, CC, Rathdowney who was tried un 
der an act of Edward III directed against prostitutes and tramps. 
He was tried by Mr. Henry Blake R.M. in M arch 1882 and was 
sentenced to six months in Maryborough jail. Michael Davitt was 
arrested after forming a ladies league under the presidency of 
Miss Anna Parnell. Mr Parnell was arrested too and was con
fined in Kilmainham jail for many months.

LUGGACURRAN EVICTIONS 
It is not surprising then that such an outspoken champion of 

the People as Rev. Father M aher CC, of Luggacurran was ar
rested and was sentenced to a month in jail. The Luggacurran 
trouble began in 1886 when the tenants decided to adopt “the 
Plan of Campaign”. The Landlord Lord Lensdown was absent in 
Canada as Viceroy of that country and the estate was managed 
by John Townsend Trench. The tenants decided to withhold the 
rent until their demand for a reduction of rent was met. The 
evictions took place one week of each of the three months March, 
April and May, 1889. Eighty families were evicted and huts 
were erected in the priest’s field to accommodate them. Large 
sums of money were subscribed to support them.

CIVIC WELCOME 
Father Maher the heroic Pastor of Luggacurran was being 

conveyed from Maryborough to Kilkenny gaol on Monday evening 
May 30th, 1889. There was a huge crowd present at the Station 
on his arrival in the city by train from Maryborough. Amongst 
those present were Alderman John Coyle (Mayor), Alderman
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Rowan, P. M. Egan, T.C., James Walsh, T.C., Richard Saunders, 
Wm. Murphy, Solr, S. J. Dunleavy. The following clergy were 
present: Rev W. Hennebry, St Johns, Rev M. Doyle, the Cathed
ral, Rev E. Butler, St Patrick’s, Rev Fr Dunphy, St Kieran’s 
College, Rev. E. Murphy do. A large force of police under the 
command of H. F. Considine R.M. and inspector J. F. Howe, 
Thomastown were present. The train entered the station with a 
thunderous rumble, the engine being gaily bedecked with ever
greens, and then every voice was uplifted and from end to end of 
the platform there arose a clear ringing cheer, which continued to 
swell in volume as the train moved slowly onwards. When the 
reverend “criminal” was observed there was a frantic rush in 
his direction to catch a glimpse of him. The train had scarcely 
become stationary when the particular carriage was surrounded 
by the Constabulary, and the enthusiasm of the crowd, having 
now, in spite of the RM or the inspector in charge reached a pitch 
“likely to lead to a breach of the peace”, directions were given 
to draw batons and one hundred policemen assumed a fiercely 
determined aspect and the order was obeyed. But nothing daunt
ed by this practical step on the part of the batoneers the people 
surged close around. There was now a momentary pause in the 
cheering, but such was the denseness of the crowd that the R.M. 
deemed it advisable to delay for a few moments the transition 
of the “criminal” from the carriage to the platform. When Father 
M aher did appear at the carriage door one continuous cheer was 
raised, which so startled the policemen that they turned hastily 
and deploying in three different directions waved their batons 
recklessly and drove the people before them. It was now be
lieved that the reverend gentleman would speak, but some 
order was given and he stepped on to the platform, the police 
forming a line to let him pass between. He received a warm 
greeting from the members of the Corporation and the Mayor, 
linking his arm, he proceeded across the platform amid the deaf
ening acclamation of the crowd, to which he responded by rais
ing his hat repeatedly. On reaching the outer enclosure he was 
ushered into a car which was in readiness to convey him to the 
gaol. A considerable crowd followed but the majority were pre
vented from doing so by some of the police barring their passage, 
baton in hand, and this action raised the excitement to an intense 
pitch; nothing daunted, however, some of those thus summarily
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cut off, bounded down the platform to the steps and soon their 
cheers from outside announced the success of their stratagem. 
The police being withdrawn from the gate immediately after, the 
people yet remaining rushed after the car. The exertions of the 
police were futile to prevent the people from gathering around 
and several succeeded in shaking hands with the reverend 
“criminal”. N ot however to be easily foiled, they formed across 
the gate which gives egress from John St and curtly refused to 
allow anyone to pass until the car had gone on for some minutes. 
On reaching Johnsbridge they formed up, and raising the National 
Anthem, continued singing it until the M ayor’s residence was 
reached.

ST. PATRICK’S BAND 
By far the most exciting incidents took place in the neigh

bourhood of the Jail. A t about 4.30 o’clock the St Patrick’s band* 
left its rooms and marched down Patrick St for the purpose of 
honouring the Rev gentleman. When opposite the County In
spector’s house they were stopped by a cordon of police who 
warned them against playing through the streets and refused to let 
them pass. M r C. J. Kenealy, who was passing came forward and 
remonstrated with Sergeant Allen, who, however, stated he was 
only carrying out his instructions. The members of the band 
turned back but did not reenter their rooms, proceeding down the 
Ormonde road and New St. When opposite the horse fair gate 
they were charged by a large force of baton-men who struck sev
eral of the musicians injured the instrum ents and finally carried 
off the big drum in triumph. It was subsequently placed in 
the covered car which brought Father M aher from the station and 
driven off in the possession of two Constables. When the prison 
gates had closed on Father M aher the Constabulary did not re
turn to their barracks, bu t remained in New Road performing 
evolutions and manoeuvres. Flead M eek’s stentorian tones being 
often heard. A  large crowd of people surrounded the pillars of 
the law, and gave them anything but a pleasant quarter of an 
hour. Groaning and hooting became after a time very annoying to

* “ On The M arch,” a booklet published some years ago by M r W. F. 
O’Sullivan, hon. secretary of St P atrick’s band, contains many stirring 
passages of the band 's history which proved to be one continuous 
struggle w ith the R.I.C. W .F.O’S.
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the tender feelings of the sensitive members of the R.I.C. who 
finally charged down the New Road. M ost of the women and 
children ran down Walkin St, but the sagacity of the police 
caused them to pitch an ambuscade in the cattle fair enclosure 
and the whole force rushed pell mell then and chased a small 
boy, two girls and two press representatives to the remotest limits 
of the green. One or two desultory charges took place in Walkin 
St, after which m atters considerably quietened down.

“ THE CHANGING FACE ”
A contributor has sent in the following inscriptions from St. 

M ary’s Churchyard, High Street. They are interesting in giving 
the names of our old citizens and in showing the ancient — and 
now, alas, extinct — crafts.

I .H . S .

Gloria in excelsis Deo 
Here lieth ye body of Joan Pembrock als Dunn wife to John 

Pembrock Parchment maker of Irishtown who depd. Oct. 7, 1763 
aged 39 yrs.

May she rest in peace

God be merciful to Mathias Lawler periwig maker who 
died September yr 1741 aged 42 year — May he rest in peace 
—amen.

Here lieth the body of Mr Thomas Hutton, Cordwinder who 
was born in Leeds Yorke Shier in England. A free man of this 
Citie who departed this life in 57 year of his age 19 Sept 1706.

Erected by Mr James Bryan of the city of Kilkenny, Hatter, 
in memory of his wife Elizabeth Bryan, als Grandy who dept. 
May 28th, 1795 aged 52 years, and 2 of their children Samuel 
and M artha

Gloria in Excelsis
Here lies the body of Mr. Phillips of the City of Kilkenny 

peruke maker . . . .  March (no date).
These inscriptions were taken from a copy of the “Memorials 

of the Dead” Journal—the Society hopes to make a complete sur
vey of all the tombs and inscriptions in old St. M ary’s church
yard. Up to this it has not been possible, but with the cleaning 
and clearing just finished by the Church of Ireland, this survey 
may now be started at any time—such a survey has already been 
done in St. Canice’s Cathedral churchyard and on the churchyard 
of old St. John’s.


