
Kilkenny Corporation Regalia
BY NIN BLIGH

A note about the Kilkenny Civic Sword, Maces and Seal 
in the possession of Kilkenny Corporation.

The municipal body of Kilkenny was incorporated early in 
the thirteenth century and received many Charters from the 
crown and the feudal lords of the district. It was not until the 
reign of James I, who in 1609 granted the great charter, which 
raised Kilkenny to the dignity of a city, that its chief magistrate 
was called Mayor instead of Soverign as previously.

The Sword is considered to be of the same date as the 
charter, and to be of foreign craftsmanship. There is no m aker’s 
m ark or date letter on it. The guard and hilt are silver. They 
are elaborately and beautifully ornamented with bands and 
foliage. The scabbard is of wood, covered in velvet. It has four 
silver-gilt clasps and a tip, and a silver collar next to the 
guard. The tip has a heraldic rose under a crown in relief, this 
proves that point upwards was the position intended for it to be 
carried so as not to subvert the crown. The clasp under the 
collar is much the largest; it is flat and fixed on by small 
screws. On one side it bears a triple-towered castle, for the 
arms of Kilkenny city, with a cannon underneath. On the op
posite side are the Royal Arms very indistinct, bu t may be iden
tified as those of the Stuart Sovereigns.

Below these are two hall marks, one is completely ill
egible, the other has on a straight-topped shield, letters like 
PP or PR. On each side of the ornamented collar is a shield, 
bearing the following inscriptions: “The sword and mace re
paired Barry Colles Esq., Mayor, 1743, and “The Charter 
School endowed Linnen Manufacture Introduced 1742.” A 
plain silver plate has a third inscription “New M arkets opened 
Alexr. Colles, Esq., Mayor 1862 and 1863.”

The Maces. Though it is stated in Corporation records that 
there was a great-mace-bearer in 1658 and in 1667, there was 
no great mace in 1672, for it was then resolved that a city 
mace be provided. In 1676 the Duke of Ormonde, presented the 
one now in use. It is 42” long and the circumference of its head
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is 19”. The base is peculiar and handsome; it resembles a bowl, 
with a cover above tapering upwards into the stem. The base, 
knops and stem are richly chased with conventional foliage, in 
cluding a pattern of roses and thistles. The head is supported 
by four brackets, surmounted by a fillet, on which rests a 
coronet formed of four crosses, between which are four fleur-de- 
lis. There are four bands, which meet in the middle and sup
port an orb, on which is a cross, with a small ball at the end 
of its three upper limbs — on the flat of the head are the 
Royal arms and around the head under four crowns are the Rose, 
Thistle, Fleur-de-lis, and Harp, separated by four winged nude 
demi-figures. Above these on the band is an inscription in 
Latin saying that the Duke of Ormonde was the donor in 1676. On 
the head are four hall marks that are very indistinct, but one 
is a lion and another is the leopard’s head crowned, fixing the 
mace’s origin as English. It was silver gilt, but now it shows 
scarcely any trace of gilding. Mr John G. Prim published a 
paper in Journal of the R. Historical and Archaeological A s
sociation of Ireland 4th Sers. Vol I (1870) dealing with the 
Corporation insignia of the city. This interesting paper gives a 
graphic and amusing account of the affairs of civic society in 
Kilkenny in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. But 
M r Prim failed to find where it was bought or how 
much it cost but he did find in Kilkenny Castle a letter dated 
May 5, 1677, announcing its being sent over (From London ?).

There are also two small maces of great interest, identical 
in size being 17” long. On the flat top of one of these is an en
graved shield, with the arms of France and England only quar
terly which indicate a date before the Stuarts. Round the 
head are perpendicular ornaments which divide into four panels 
There are slight traces of engraving. I did not find any hall
mark.

There is also a small mayoral seal which is made of silver 
with a wooden handle, oval shaped one inch and a half by an 
inch and a quarter with the inscription reading “The Seal Office 
of Mayoralty for Kilkenny”. This dates from 1609.

Kilkenny is proud to have these insignia and proud of its 
Mayors and Corporations who have treasured them.
Sources;

John G. A. Prim, “Corporation Insignia and Olden
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Civic State of Kilkenny”, in Journal of the Historical and 
Archaeological Association of Ireland: Oct. 1870, Page 280.

John Ribton Garstin— Catalogue of Maces, Swords and 
other insignia of office of Irish Corporations for the Ex
hibition of the Arts and Crafts Society of Ireland at Dublin, 
1895-6. Page 27
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BY GERARD DOYLE 
(Reprint of Article written in 1957)

Father Paul Walsh once wrote:
“The achievements of the Irish learned families are not 

sufficiently known. Everyone has heard of the O Clerigh 
family of Tir Conaill, bu t few realise that in almost every te r
ritory in Ireland there were groups of historians, poets and gene
alogists whose fame in olden days was no less than that of their 
more favoured brethren now remembered.

It is time for some one well acquainted with our m anu
script collections to let the light in on a host of scribes who 
eschewed original composition, but have earned the gratitude of 
all scholars, if not all Irishmen, by the pages they have left 
to future eyes to examine.”

It cannot be said that all the compilers of the MSS noted 
below “eschewed original composition.” Some of James Scurry’s 
work remains in manuscript form because he could not find a 
publisher. Lucas Smyth of Damma was a translator and ling
uistic recusant; while Patrick O’Neill of Owning may be re
garded as the 19th century forerunner of that modern figure, 
indispensable, self-effacing and ubiquitous, the speech-writer. 
Unfortunately for Sheffield Grace and the nebulous Sean Mac- 
W alter Walsh, O’Neill kept copies of all his letters. The Duiske 
MS is, of course, in the genuine tradition of the Scriptorium.

Particulars of the following Co. Kilkenny MSS. are taken 
from “Catalogue of Irish M anuscripts in the British Museum,” 
Vols. 1-2. Royal 6B III. Vellum; early XIII cent. (Irish m atter


