
OLD KILKENNY REVIEW 25

G loghrennan A nd The Butlers

BY MRS. S. A. FITZM A U R IC E.

TO cover the whole h istory  of Cloghgrennan in one short 
article would be impossible, and therefore I have decided 

to give a rough outline and to  expand this outline w here it 
touches on the Butlers, w hich was, perhaps, its heyday.

Cloghgrennan stands today in a unique position: astride  the 
border betw een C ounties Carlow and Leix, w hich actually 
passes through the archway of the ruined fifteenth  cen tury  
castle.

STRATEGIC
In the six teenth century  when C loghgrennan was a t the 
height of its im portance, however, the  boundary  followed the 
small Fushogue river w hich joins the river Barrow some fifty or 
a hundred  yards to  the north . The position of the  site alone is 
enough to  stress its im portance. It guarded the county  boundary 
and held the raiding O ’M oores a t bay. I t also guarded a ford on 
the river.
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BRONZE AGE.
T hat Cloghgrennan has been of im portance since earliest tim es 
is suggested in the placenam e ‘C loghgrennan’ w hich Joyce has 
in terp re ted  as ‘the stone castle of the palace.’

F u rth e r evidence appeared in 1819 during the dredging of 
the river for the Barrow navigation scheme when a num ber of 
Bronze Age weapons were discovered a t the site of the ford. 
Thus, I th ink  we can safely say th a t since about 1500 B.C. 
Cloghgrennan has been fortified, if no t before, although I can 
find no evidence of the rem ains of a rath . This, though, is not 
surprising, for, as we shall see, th is area has been bu ilt over.

CASTLE
The castle, whose ruins today form the entrance to  the Clogh

grennan demesne, was bu ilt a t the end of the fifteenth  century, 
in the Barony of Idrone W est. In the m iddle of the  sixteenth 
cen tury  it becam e the principal residence of Sir Edm ond Butler 
and rem ained in the hands of the Butlers until 1680 when it 
was bought by the R ochforts. The R ochforts lived in a small 
house just outside the gateway until they bu ilt the now ruined 
C loghgrennan House.

KAVANAGHS
From  the m id-fourteenth  cen tury  the Barony of Idrone W est 

had been in the hands of the Kavanaghs, who had taken  absol
ute possession of it after the  death  of Sir Leonard Carew  in 1370. 
They had held the land before the conquest and had held  parts 
of it on and off ever since. A t the beginning of the  sixteenth 
cen tury  it was bought from the Kavanaghs by James, the n inth 
Earl of O rm ond, and a t his death  in 1546 passed to  his second 
son Edm und.

SIR EDM UND BUTLER
Sir Edm und Butler of the Dullogh,—as this is also know n,— 
was one of the leading men of his age. He was born  in 1534, and 
as soon as he was able to  bear arm s he started  to serve the 
State. H is life may be divided into five d istinct periods: His 
early life when he served the crown and fought m any skim ishes 
against the rebels, especially the troublesom e O ’M ores of Leix, 
his disorders in Orm ond and neighbouring territo ries, his parlia
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m entary  revolt, the Desm ond rebellion and his subsequent 
pardon and late life.

U ntil the 1560’s he served the crow n in m any roles. H e was 
made Com m issioner of the Peace in 1562, and Sheriff of Co. 
Carlow in 1564, and was knighted in 1567 ‘for the  losse of his 
blood dyvers tym es.’ W hen he was knighted he was also given 
grants of the m onastery of Inistioge, the P riory of Connall in 
C ounty Kildare, and a yearly gran t of one hundred  and forty 
pounds from the Abbey of Baltinglass.

He m arried E lenor Eustace, daughter of Row land, Lord Bal
tinglass and had four legitim ate sons and one illegitim ate. Of his 
four sons Piers, John, fam es and Theobald, we know  the h istory  
of only two. P iers joined in his fa ther’s rebellions and after 
being pardoned lived a t Roscrea, and Theobald suceeded his 
father a t Cloghgrennan after the claim of the illegitim ate son 
had been pu t aside in 1603.

REBEL
W hen the Earl of Orm ond, now Sir E dm und’s eldest b ro ther 

Thom as, had to go to  England, he left the P alatinate  of O rm ond 
in E dm und’s charge, and in 1567, having already had several 
scraps w ith the governm ent, notably over the exaction of coyne 
and livery and in refusing to serve against James F itzm aurice, 
head of the Desmonds.

Sir Edm und began his raiding w ith  his b ro ther Edw ard and 
his eldest son Piers. He invaded the territo ries of Oliver F itz 
gerald and raided the land of the young Lord Dunboyne. Edw 
ard  and Piers raided the lands of M  O ’Brien A ra, Lord Pow er’s 
property  in W aterford  and the W hite K night’s property  in T ip
perary  until betw een them  they had reduced the whole of O r
m ond and the surrounding territo ries to  a sta te  of chaos.

INQUIRY
This w ent on until late in 1568 when the D eputy re tu rned  

from  England and, hearing the many com plaints against the 
three of them , appointed an inquiry to  be made by Luke Dillon, 
the Q ueen’s A ttorney; John Thom as, The Chief Rem em brancer, 
and Edw ard Fitzym on, Justice of Co. W exford.

Sir Edm und, while always appearing to  be helpful, m anaged 
to  m ake life quite difficult for them  by never appearing before
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them  when he was supposed to  and never being able to  produce 
his w itnesses. T heir report gives a sad picture of the unruly 
sta te  of the country and of the damage w rought by Sir Edm und 
and his com rades. H owever the affair was settled peacefully 
when they prom ised to stop their raiding.

ELIZABETHIAN PARLIAMENT
The th ird  period, th a t of his parliam entary  revolt, is, perhaps 

the m ost im portant. Late in 1568, Sir H enry  Sidney called the 
second Irish parliam ent of E lizabeth’s reign. The m ain laws 
passed were those abolishing coyne and livery, the a tta in d er of 
Shane O ’Neill and the abolition of all Irish C aptainries. I t also 
enables the D eputy to accept the su rrender of land and to  re 
grant it w ith  legal title.

Except for the a tta inder of Shane O ’Neill all these laws were 
greatly disliked by the Irish and Old English members.

The parliam ent was really made up of two parties; the Irish  
and Old English, know n as the C ountry  party, am ong w hich 
was Sir Edm und, and the C ourt party. The D eputy, w anting a 
m ajority  of the C ourt party  w hich supported  him, in terfered  in 
the elections so th a t the C ountry  party  objected to  the very con
stitu tion  of th a t Parliam ent.

CATHOLIC OPPOSITION
Sir E dm und gathered round him and led a constitu tional, 

loyalist and C atholic opposition and  said tha t, ra th e r than  agree 
to the parliam entary  proceedings of the D eputy, “he would be 
to rn  w ith wild horses.” This opposition so infuriated  the D eputy 
th a t Sir E dm und was sum m oned to the Presence C ham ber of the 
Castle and berated  by the Deputy. He rem ained so stubborn  in 
his opposition and was finally so severely th reatened  by the Dep
uty  th a t he thought it w iser to  leave Parliam ent and retu rn  to 
Cloghgrennan.

DESMOND REBELLION
W e now come to the fou rth  period of his life, the Desm ond re 

bellion. It is unlikely th a t all his previous dissension w ith the 
D eputy would have led him to open rebellion had it  no t been 
for one thing: the granting of his lands in Idrone W est to  Sir 
Peter Carew.
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Sir Peter Carew was a typical m em ber of the band of ad 
venturers, m ainly the younger sons of m inor English nobility who 
were looking for land in Ireland. H is life bears a quick examin- 
ination as he was undoubtedly  the main cause of Sir E dm und 
joining the Desm ond rebellion. He was the second son of Sir 
W illiam Carew of M ohun O ttery  in Devon.

Born in 1514, he was sen t first to a gram m er school in Exeter 
and then to  St. P au l’s. However, he played tru a n t m ost of the 
tim e and as a punishm ent he was coupled to  one of his fa th e r’s 
hounds. He was made a page in France, bu t ended as a m u tin 
eer. A t the age of eleven he fought a t the  battle  of Pavia on both  
sides. H e served H enry VIII in m any capacities and becam e a 
great favourite of his. He travelled through m ost of Europe and 
got as far east as C onstantinople.

In the w ar w ith F rance he fought on land and  sea and was 
knighted at the battle  of T report. He was an M.P. for Devon. 
He supported M ary’s claim to the th rone bu t opposed her m arri
age to  Philip of Spain for which he was im prisoned in the  Tower. 
On the accession of E lizabeth, he was released and restored  to 
favour.

She favoured his claims to the Irish estates, and to th is may 
undoubtedly  be a ttrib u ted  his success. He also got lands in Cork 
to  w hich he was moving when he died at New Ross in N ovem 
ber, 1575. He is buried in the C athedral in W aterford.

Sir Peter affected Sir Edm und B utler’s life greatly. H is 
claim to the Barony of Idrone W est seems to  be dubious, as his 
descent from the original Carews, who had been granted  the 
Barony, was never firmly established. A certain  Thom as Carew 
had laid claim to the lands in the fourteen th  century, bu t his 
claim had been declared void. D espite this, Sir Peter took up 
the claim again, and w ith the Queen behind him he could 
hardly fail.

He was strongly opposed by the Kavanaghs, who held the 
Barony of Idrone E ast and by Sir Edm und, whose claim was no 
m ore secure than  the Kavanaghs, as the land had been bought 
from them . Carlow a t this tim e was regular shire ground and, 
as such, the claim should have been heard in the court of 
Com m on Pleas or another of the ordinary courts.

The G overnm ent, however, decided th a t the  claim should be 
heard before the D eputy and Privy Council. This was the in 
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justice th a t Sir E dm und com plained of. H e was ready to  bow to 
fair judgm ent of one of the ordinary courts, b u t he knew  th a t the 
Privy Council was biased against him.

The decision of the Privy Council in Sir P e te r’s favour worried 
the whole country, for if Sir Edm und, being of English blood and 
a m em ber of the powerful house of Orm ond, could lose his land 
so unfairly, ncbody was safe. This insecurity caused hostility  all 
over the country  a t a time when the G overnm ent could ill afford 
it.

P art of the country  was already in revolt under James F itz 
m aurice, leader of the Desm onds, and this revolt grew to be a 
powerful confederacy, headed by James F itzm aurice 
M cC arthy M ore, The Earl of C lancare; Donogh O ’Brien, 
Earl of Thom ond; Turlough Lynoch, the O ’Neill; and Sir E dm 
und Butler.

Sir E dm und did no t agree w ith the aims of the Confederacy, 
w hich were to bring in the Spaniards, to  make Philip of Spain 
King of Ireland and to abolish the sta te  religion. All he w anted 
was to  keep his property secure, to  recover w hat had been lost 
and to  take revenge of his enemies.

H owever, he saw th a t his only hope lay in joining the rebels. 
The ex ten t of the Confederacy is seen in those w ho followed the 
leaders. All the O rm onds, except Lord C ahir and the young 
Lord Dunboyne, followed Sir E dm und as d id  M cDonogh, O ’Keefe 
O ’Sullivan M ore, O ’Sullivan Bere and the Kavanaghs of Idrone 
East. The M cC arthys followed M cC arthy M ore and all the 
G eraldine Chiefs of M unster followed Desm ond. M any other 
chiefs were sym pathetic, including O ’M ore.

There were three efforts m ade to dissuade Sir E dm und from 
joining the rebels. F irstly, the Deputy sen t John Devawe, his 
messenger, w ith le tters to  Sir E dm und try ing  to persuade him 
to re tu rn  to  Dublin for discussions w ith the Deputy. Sir Edm und 
m ade it extrem ely difficult for Devawe to  find him, and when 
he did, refused to re tu rn  w ith him to Dublin, b u t sen t a verbal 
message saying th a t he had been so insulted by the  D eputy and 
Sir Barnaby F itzpatrick  a t the  tim e of his parliam entary  revolt 
th a t he had no in ten tion  of re tu rn ing  to Dublin b u t would fight 
Carew and F itzpatrick  w henever he got the chance.

In June, 1569, the D eputy made ano ther effort to stop the 
whole family of Butlers fighting against the sta te  by sending to
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Sir Edm und his father-in-law , Rowlan, Lord Baltinglass, and 
R ichard Shee of K ilkenny th reaten ing  to  outlaw  him if he did 
no t come to  Dublin, which he could do quite safely.

Sir E dm und again refused, swearing th a t if he was outlaw ed 
he would m ake the heads fly from  those who w ere the  cause of 
it- He claim ed th a t neither Sir Barnaby nor Sir Peter Carew were 
true  servants of the Queen as they fought only for wages, w hereas 
he had always given his services free. N o t being satisfied th a t 
this message would reach the Deputy, Sir E dm und sent his 
chaplain, Sir N icholas Com erford, to  the  Deputy, who detained 
him and sent Sir Peter Carew to  a rrest Sir Edm und.

W ar broke out im m ediately and a th ird  a ttem p was made to 
persuade Sir Edm und to stop, this tim e by W illiam Sweetman. 
He was a friend of the Butlers and spoke strongly to Sir Edm und, 
who replied: “I do not m ake w ar against the Queen, b u t against 
those who banish Ireland and mean conquest.”

A t first the war consisted only of a few skirm ishes concerning 
Idrone W est, betw een Sir E dm und and Sir Peter Carew, now 
Constable of Leighlin Castle.

PLAN OF WAR
H owever, in June, 1569, Sir Edm und, his b ro ther Edw ard and 

son Piers were declared rebels. They were given fourteen  days 
to surrender to the D eputy in Dublin, bu t, as the  proclam ation 
was backdated  th irteen  days, they had  little  opportun ity  to  su r
render had hey w ished to , w hich however, they had  not.

Sir E dm und while not openly joining Fitzm aurice, now com 
menced to  carry  ou t his part in the Confederate war. The general 
plan was to  raise the whole of Ireland to  arm s, to  d istress and 
capture the walled tow ns w hich were m ainly English, and to 
export m oney from these tow ns to support the war.

If the D eputy m arched to the south of the Pale, Turlough 
O’N eill was to  invade the north , and if the D eputy m arched north , 
Sir E dm und would invade the South.

Before attack ing  the Pale, Sir E dm und collected all the  arm s 
from K ilkenny and rendered the town helpless. He then  attacked  
the Pale through Rathvilly, while Turlogh O ’Neill attacked  
from the north .

A t the same time, Edw ard Butler invaded Lord Pow er’s 
country  in W aterford, and Jas. F itzm aurice, w ith M cC arthy M ore
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m arched on Cork. A fter a successful a ttack  on the Pale, Sir 
E dm und invaded Leix, guided by C ahir Kedagh O ’M ore, took 
am ong other towns th a t of Stradbally-

CLOGHGRENNAN TAKEN
M eanwhile the D eputy had instructed  Sir Peter Carew to take 

Cloghgrennan and, if possible, to take Sir E dm und alive. Sir 
Peter sent a com pany of foot to dem and the surrender of C logh
grennan, and when this was refused he m arched on it w ith  a 
large force. H is sho t had little  effect, so he started  to  underm ine 
the the walls, w ith his men pro tected  by a cover of hurdles.

The w arder of the castle, having been instructed  by Sir E d 
m und no t to  fight against the D eputy himself, inquired  if the 
D eputy was present. On being told untruly , th a t he was, he 
came ou t to  talk w ith him. Discovering th a t he had been deceived 
he m ade to  return  to  the castle.

However, a soldier nam ed Baker threw  a stone so th a t the gates 
could no t be closed, and then slew the w arder, and so Sir Peter 
gained entrance to  the castle where he pu t all the inhabitants, 
including the women and children, to  death.

It is in teresting  to note the description of the castle a t this time 
by H ooker, Sir Peter C arew ’s biographer. He said: “The castle of 
Cloghgrennan was square bu t little  as are the m anner of castles 
of th a t land, all such lights and w indows as there were therein  
they were all stopped, only in every quarter certain  small loops 
were left.”

KILKENNY
A fter taking Cloghgrennan, Sir Peter m arched to  K ilkenny 

where he found Sir E dm und’s troops cam ped about two miles 
from town. In a surprise a ttack  he slew m any of them  bu t failed 
to  take Sir Edm und, who was no t there a t the time. Sir Edm und 
was so furious a t th is th a t he openly declared his allegiance to 
Fitzm aurice.

F itzm aurice and M cC arthy M ore, w ith a large band of follow
ers, m arched w ith him to  K ilkenny, w hich they th reatened  to 
take even if it cost them  half their men. A le tte r from  the Sover
eign and citizens of Kilkenny to the Lord D eputy shows how badly 
things were going in the town. They were besieged in the town 
w ith very little  food and all the ir farm s outside the walls had
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been destroyed by the rebels, who were destroying the young 
crops as they grew.

However, they were saved by the Confederate arm y running 
ou t of supplies and having to  break camp- K ilkenny’s plight was 
sim ilar to th a t of m any of the walled tow ns in the sou th  of the 
country. E nniscorthy was taken by Sir Edm und, the castle sacked 
and the inhabitan ts left to the m ercy of the soldiers.

CLOSING OF W AR
The D eputy, accordingly, m arched south bu t Sir Edm und, 

in accordance w ith  his prom ise no t to  fight the D eputy kept ahead 
of him, plundering the land as he w ent. The D eputy m arched on 
into Desm ond territo ry , while Sir E dm und doubled back, and, 
w ith the coast clear, raided U pper Ossory, while P iers took  Leigh
lin Bridge.
This sta te  of affairs m ight have gone on forever had n o t the Earl 
of O rm ond Sir E dm und’s b ro ther re tu rned  from England. Sir E d 
m und and his b ro thers im m ediately stopped fighting and  sen t 
le tte rs  to  their b ro ther asking him  to see them , w hich he refused 
a t first to do. However, he finally sen t for them  to come to him  a t 
Kilkenny. They m et outside the tow n, the Earl accom panied only 
by some of the citizens of the town, while Sir E dm und and his 
party  had an arm ed guard.

A fter inquiring as to  the Q ueen’s health , Sir E dm und com 
plained to his b ro ther of the D eputy’s th rea ts  and injustices. He 
agreed to stay w ith the Earl until his case could be heard  by 
the Queen, for, he said, he was still a loyal subject of the 
Q ueen’s and  w ould do as she w ished as long as it  kep t him  safe 
from the  D eputy. W hile w ith  the Earl he w rote to  the  Queen 
saying the same things, all the tim e com plaining of the D eputy’s 
trea tm en t of him and begging for mercy.

In the end, Sir E dm und and P iers agreed to  go before the D ep
uty  at Limerick. Edw ard did no t subm it un til later. They were 
charged w ith treason, b u t given into the charge of the Earl a t 
K ilkenny until they could be tried . P iers escaped from  Kilkenny 
and, as a result, Sir E dm und was com m itted to  prison in Dublin, 
from w hich he too escaped.

They form ally subm itted  to  the D eputy in 1570- They were a t
ta in ted  by Parliam ent b u t la ter pardoned by the Queen. A fter 
his subm ission, Sir E dm und fought for the Queen and helped to
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put down the end of the rebellion, of which he had  once been 
one of the leaders. F itzm aurice subm itted  in 1573 and the con
federacy was finally broken.

The same year the Queen pardoned Sir Edm und, though he 
was never restored  in blood. C loghgrennan was restored  to  him, 
bu t he never lived there. It is probable th a t after it  had been 
taken by Carew it was ruinous and uninhabitable. He lived for 
the rem ainder of his life a t Innistioge until he died about 1590. 
He is buried in St. C anice’s Cathedral.

A fter Sir E dm und’s death, C loghgrennan played little  part 
in the history  of the country  un til the C atholic C onfederacy some 
fifty years later. The castle passed to his youngest son, Theobald, 
who, in 1604, was created  V iscount Butler of Tullowphelim . He 
became L ieutenant of Carlow  in 1606 and m arried his cousin, 
the daughter of the Earl of Orm ond. He died w ithou t issue and 
Cloghgrennan passed to Thom as Butler, afterw ards Sir Thom as 
Butler, of Cloghgrennan.

CONFEDERATE A N D  CROMWELLIAN
In 1642, Cloghgrennan was in the hands of the C onfederate 

Catholics bu t was taken for the King by Sir P atrick  W emys and 
C aptain H arm an. The following year it was taken again for the 
C onfederation by the Earl of Castlehaven and it rem ained in his 
hands a t the Truce.

H owever, it m ust have re tu rned  to  Butler hands, for in 1649 
Orm ond, as Lord L ieutenant for the King, prepared to  m arch on 
Dublin to  relieve it from the Cromwellians- He collected his 
forces at Leighlin Bridge and m arched to  C loghgrennan, where 
it is stated , he had a fortified house.

H ere he delayed for some tim e as his funds were running low. 
In the end he m anaged to  borrow  m oney from  P reston  to  prevent 
the disbanding of his forces. He m arched from Cloghgrennan to 
Dublin in A ugust and was defeated by Jones a t Rathm ines.

Now, finally, C loghgrennan’s days of glory were over. H ence
forth  it  was to be used only as a residence. In 1622, R ichard, the 
second son of the  Duke of Orm ond, was created Baron of C logh
grennan, V iscount Tullow and Earl of A rran.

ROCHFORTS
In 1680, Cloghgrennan was bought by the R ochforts, who lived 

there until about forty years ago, R obert R ochfort was speaker in
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the Irish H ouse of Com m ons inl695. In 1758, a John R ochfort was 
H igh Sheriff for Co Carlow. A t first they lived in a small house 
behind the castle, b u t in 1806 John Staunton R ochfort s ta rted  to 
build C loghgrennan House. R ochfort was his own architect.

The house took nine years to build and cost about th irty-tw o 
thousand  pounds, w hich finally broke the R ochfort family. A fter 
they left in the 1920’s the house rem ained em pty un til it was 
partially  dem olished in 1945. The castle was in p a rt blown 
down in a storm  in 1931, and was then fu rther dem olished by the 
Co. Council as unsafe.

Cloghgrennan Butlers.
Sources : Hughes, Rev. J.; Sir E dm und Butler of Dullogh, 

K night J.R .H.A.A.I. 1870.
Ryan J; H istory  and A ntiqu ities of Co Carlow.
Com erford, Rev M;

C ollections relating to the Dioceses of K ildare and Leighlin.
A cts of Privy Council. H alliday M.S.S.


