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Kilkenny Group Visit Bruges
The m em bers of the K ilkenny A rchaeological Society had 

the privilege of visiting Bruges under very special conditions 
— their activities there were arranged by M r. W alter Ager.

All the w onderful sites were visited; the  Beguinage, the 
H ospital of St. John; the C hurch of San Sanreur; N o tre  Dame; 
and the Holy Blood; the m useum s of G runthhose and the P o t
ter ie and for relaxation and  social gatherings no less than  four 
civic receptions were given in honour of the K ilkenny group.

The B urgom aster of Bruges, G estel, O stend and V euvre 
offered welcome and hospita lity  w hich were really appreciated. 
VISITS TO HISTORIC PLACES

The resto ra tion  of the Castle of Lauvre, w hich had  been 
em pty for 100 years, was com pared w ith  the resto ra tion  of R oth  
H ouse and m uch in te rest was derived from  the com parison. 
Lauvre is near G hent, and M r. Ager had w arned the group 
n o t to  om it it. In G hent itself, a v isit to  the university  m us
eum under the guidance of P rofessor Siegfried von Laet and his 
charm ing assistant, Paule, was a great privilege.

The procession of the Holy Blood in Bruges, of St. Godeliex 
in Gestel and of the P en iten ts  in Veuve were described and 
eagerly listened to. These form  p art of the lives of the tow ns 
literally thousands take p a rt and have been perform ed fo r m ore 
than 500 years. They are an ac t of faith  and are dressed and 
acted w ith reverence. The first two processions are very beau ti
fully costum ed bu t the P en iten ts  in V euvre have sack cloth 
and a hood and noglam ons and look ra ther like dark  brow n Klu 
Klux Klan.

The last day of the ou ting  was spent in Brussels and from  
it was visited Louvain w here again the group was received and 
m ade w arm ly welcome — this tim e by the R ecto r of the 
Franciscan college, V Rev F a th e r C onleth. I t was, indeed w ith 
feelings of awe th a t everyone looked on the grave of Owen 
R oe’s wife and Dr. Lynch and D erm ot Browne.
FLIGHT OF THE EARLS

H ere in 1607 H ugh O ’Neill and H ugh O ’Donnell stayed 
en rou te  for Rom e during the flight of the Earls. H ere, too, in 
a qu iet green courtyard  w ith a w alnut tree in the middle, lie
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M ichael O 'Cleary, John Colgan and m any m ore fam ous Irish 
men. N o grave stones m ark  their resting place, bu t, perhaps, 
th a t would be unnecessary so deeply are the ir m em ories sunk 
in the hearts  of Irish people.

The L ibrary of Louvain, now rebuilt for the second tim e 
was viewed w ith great in terest. A fter 1918 G erm any, by the 
T reaty  of Versailles, was bound to  rebuild it; after 1945 A m 
erican m oney and generosity came to the rescue, b u t nothing 
w hatever rem ained after either w ar. Louvain has a population 
of 36,000 of w hich 20,000 are university  students.
MOLING A N D  KIERAN

On the last m orning of the trip  a visit was paid to  the 
Library in Brussels and there was examined, very briefly, the 
w onderful life of St. M oling and the Codex Salam ancus w hich 
contains 46 m anuscrip t lives of the Irish  Saints in Latin  and 
whose six pages of closely w ritten  scrip t are devoted to  St. 
K ieran of Saigher — our own K ieran.
CANICE

In 1853, John Butler, second M arquis of Orm onde, issued 
on O ctober 11 from  Kilkenny C astle a life of St. Canice tra n s
cribed from  U n ’s Book in Brussels. N aturally , our m em bers 
w ere anxious to see Codex and were in terested  too, and paid tr i 
bu te  to the writing.
ST. MOLING’S BOOK

The book of St. M oling is an Irish  m anuscrip t beautifully 
and legibly w ritten  in very black ink. I t  is 8 vo. and the 
Codex Salam ancus in quarto  — bo th  on vellum. Only a short 
visit was possible to see the w onderful Irish  relics b u t sho rt 
as it was it was stim ulating  and  dem onstra ted  the strong bond 
th a t bound Belgium to  Ireland in the past and  tha t, perhaps, 
this v isit of the K ilkenny group has strengthened  even today. 

O ur thanks to M r. and M rs. W alter Ager.

PIKES DISCOVERED — 1867
Y esterday m orning a man in the em ploym ent of M r. James 

Shirley, G arrynam an, Kells, accidentally discovered nine pike 
heads concealed in a drain on his m aste r’s land. M r. Shirley 
a t once com m unicated w ith  the Kells police, who took charge 
of the weapons. The pikes, although a little  rusty  had obviously 
been recently  made.


