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AN impressive pottery jug of medieval date was 
discovered in March 1976 on the site of a castle at 

Castleinch,1 about two miles south-west of K ilkenny city. 
Mr. Luke Roche was using a bulldozer to excavate a 
trench for a slurry shed in his farm yard when he found 
the vessel about 6 feet under the surface. It had been 
intact but a small triangular portion at the rim  dislodged 
by the machine was later lost in the pile of disturbed 
earth. Mr. Roche, on the suggestion of Mr. G erry Doyle 
who recognised its antiquity, brought the find to the 
attention of the K ilkenny Archaeological Society and 
through the good offices of Mrs. M argaret Phelan it was 
sent to the National Museum for exam ination and 
recording. By this time, however, the trench had been 
built over and no fu rther investigation was possible.

The vessel is a handled pottery jug with globular 
body, wheel-thrown and glazed (see illustration). The 
ware is fine-grained w ith m inute mica particles; there 
are some small, grey gravel grits visible on the surface 
around the base. It is pinkish-buff in colour, fired hard 
and relatively thin-walled. There is a faint superficial 
blemish in the form  of a crack on the upper body, probably 
caused by a defect in firing due to badly mixed clay. It 
is glazed on the outside, exceot at the rim  and the base. 
The thin glaze, in m ottled “ copper ” green and yellow 
shades, appears to be copper-or lead-based, prepared as 
a powder mixed w ith w ater and sprinkled on. The uneven 
tex tu re  of the glaze gives a pitted effect. It was fired 
probably in an inverted position in a form al kiln ra ther 
than in a clamp or bonfire kiln.2

The rim  is simolv moulded with a narrow  thickened 
band on the outside. The missing piece has been replaced 
in dental p laster in the National Museum Laboratory. 
There is a pinched-out pouring lip. formed by the potter's 
fingers while the clay was wet. The neck is decorated w ith 
delicate rilling  produced in the turning bv the fingers, or 
with the aid of a tool. A broad strap handle, ornam ented 
w ith three deeply incised groves on the length, is attached 
below the rim. and is strengthened with thum b impressions 
at the extrem ities. A series of oval thum b impressions.
l ln  the tow nland and parish o f C astleinch or Inchyolaghan, barony 
Shillelogher, C o. K ilkenny, O.S. 6 ” sheet 23, 29.50 cm. from  west, 
1 cm. from  north ; m arked on the 1839 edition as “ castle in ru ins.” 

2T he only m edieval kiln excavated in Ireland is th a t a t D ow npatrick, 
Co. D ow n, see A. J. Pollock and D. M. W ate rm an ; “ U lster Journ . 
A rch.” 26 (1963) 7 9 -  104.
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pressed downw ards and spaced apart, forms a decorative 
pie-crust edging at tne uase. Tne eagmg is functional 
aiso in  tnai it serves to steady tne veasei on its convex 
base. Tne sagging of tne oase is tne result of removing 
tne ra tner neavy body from  tne w n e e i: it is a trequent 
feature m m any medieval wares.

'Tne vessel is Zo cm. nign w ith a m axim um  diam eter 
of 20 cm. Tne external diam eter of tbe rim  is 10 cm. and 
tha t of the base is 15 cm. The m inim um  w idth of tne 
handle is 4 cm. and it is about 5 mm. thick. The average 
thickness of the wails is aoout 5 mm. It is in a good 
state of preservation.

To attem pt to assess the context of the Castleinch 
jug a brief consideration of pottery in m edieval Ireland 
is necessary. Studies in this area are only beginning to 
be undertaken as a result of the substantial quantities of 
m edieval pottery  yielded by recent excavations, m ainly in 
urban settlem ents and on castle sites. As yet only tentative 
guide-lines are indicated. In  the early C hristian period in 
Ireland there is little  evidence for the use of earthenw are 
vessels. The po tte r 's wheel was still not used here though 
it was in general use on the continent since Roman times. 
During the Viking period some pottery imports were 
reaching Dublin and possibly other Viking trading stations 
from  the 10th century onwards. However, it was not until 
the close of the 12th century w ith the coming of the 
Normans, and to some extent, of the great monastic orders, 
tha t closer trading contact w ith the continent was re
established and w heel-turned wares were imported in 
considerable quantities, especially to the eastern parts of 
the country. Pottery vessels from  the Bordeaux region of 
south-west France and from w estern England, coming 
through Bristol and other ports has been excavated in 
Dublin, Wexford, Ferns and elsewhere. In the initial 
stages it was easier to im port wares than  to try  to produce 
them  at home. In tim e these imported w ares served as 
models for local potters and native imitations display 
slight bu t telling differences from the originals.

It is to this category of locally made products that 
the Castleinch jug belongs, in the opinion of those who 
have made a special study of the Irish m aterial.3 The
31 am indebted to  M r. R aghnall O Floinn, M .A., of the Irish A ntiquities 
Division, N ational M useum  and to M r. K. J. B arton, D irector, 
H am pshire  C oun ty  M useum  Service fo r their specialist opinions. They 
agree th a t it is Irish-m ade with developed local characteristics, possibly 
a second generation vessel, dating to the late  13th —  early 14th 
centuries, M r. Barton favouring the  earlier date.
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features which help to identify it as such are — the shape 
of the bulbous body, the flat slashed strap handle, the 
pinched-out spout, the sparing use of glaze, the selective 
scheme of decoration, and the possible use of local 
(Leinster) micaceous clay. This jug is the work of a 
competent am ateur ra ther than an accomplished craftsman.

Irish pottery of this type may be dated by comparison 
w ith the m aterial from  overseas and, in addition, a 
sequence m ay be established by means of stratification
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on sites w ithin the country. Allowing time for local 
evolution the consensus of expert opinion4 is th a t that this 
jug was made in the late 13th or early 14th centuries.

Few Irish-m ade jugs have survived intact from  this 
period but a good num ber are represented by sherds. There 
is in the National Museum a large jug  from Lough Faughan 
crannóg, Co. Down which was discovered in the middle 
of the last century,5 and another complete specimen, 
unlocalised bu t certainly Irish made.6 Recent museum 
excavations in Dublin w ithin the bounds of the old medieval 
city have yielded m any broken jugs and quantities 
of sherds as well as an almost in tact jug from W inetavern 
Street.7 I t has been possible to reconstruct several such 
jugs from the large quantities of sherds excavated at the 
castles of Trim  and Ferns.8 Sim ilar sherds were recovered 
at Ballyeoughan castle, Co. Carlow9 and from  the vicinity 
of a motte-and-bailey at Ballysheelin, Co. T ipperary10 for 
instance. Fragm ents of these jugs have been found in 
many other places in Leinster, in M unster and in south
east U lster.11 In the K ilkenny region sherds of these 
jugs have been found in a ra th  at Dunbell,12 in an
early level at K ilkenny castle,13 at Jerpoint Church,14 and
at Kells Priory.15 A single sherd was found near the 
m edieval church site at T ullaherin16 and another came from 
a medieval earthw ork at Castletobin, near Callan.17 It is 
evident tha t the potter who made the Castleinch jug  was 
not alone in the practice of his craft.

Inform ation on the history of the site where the jug

4See 3 above.
5W. R. W ild e : “ C atalogue of the A ntiquities in the M useum  o f  the 

R .I.A .” , 1857, I, 158, fig. 114. D. M. W ate rm an : “ U lster Journ .
A rch.” , 15 (1952) 112, fig. 5.

^N ational M useum , A rt and Industrial Division, Reg. N o. 154 : 1929.
7B. ó  R íordáin : " M edieval A rchaeology,” 15 (1971) 75.

P. W allace : "D u b lin  A rts Festival M agazine,” 1976, 22— 24.
BUnpublished inform ation  by courtesy of the excavator D avid Sweetman,
N ational Parks and M onum ents Branch, Office o f Public W orks. 
Prelim inary rep o rt on Trim  C a s t le : “ R iocht na M idhe," 5, N o. 4 
(1974) 69— 77. N otice of Ferns C a s tle : “ Excavations, 1972,” 34:
“ E xcavations 1973,” 27— 8.

9L. de  Paor : “ Jour. Roy. Soc. A ntiquaries Ire .” 92 (1962) 1— 14. 
IQWyse Ja c k so n : " N o r th  M unster A rchaeol. Jo u r."  7 (1953— 7) 21— 22. 
lle.g. a t  C lough C astle, C o. Dow n, D. M. W ate rm an : “ U lster Jour.

A rchaeol.” 17 (1954) 103— 163.
12J. G . A. P r im : “ Jour. Roy. Soc. A ntiquaries Ire.” 2 (1853) 125.
13C. F o le y : “ Old K ilkenny Review,” N.S. 1, no. 2 (1975) 103. 
itU npub lished  in fo rm ation  by courtesy o f  the excavator Miss C laire 

Foley, Archaeological Survey, Belfast.
15T. F a n n in g : " O ld  K ilkenny Review," no. 25 (1973)61— 66.
16National M useum , Reg. No. 1944 : 874. 
t ?D. S u tto n : “ E xcavations 1974,” 18.
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was found is meagre. The ancient name of the area was 
ínse ui hUallachain (the river meadow of O Hoiahan) 
anglicised Inchyolaghan, spelled variously in documents 
since tne lk tn  century. Tne name Castleinch was not 
applied until 1653.18 The fam ily of de Valle (W ail) of 
IN orm an origin held lands a t Inchyolaghan since about 
1200.19 I t may be taken that the fam ily established a 
residence there. W hetner it was originally a fortified castle 
or a tower house is not certain as no description of it has 
been recorded as far as is known. There are several 
Norm an castles in  the area and at some period a castle 
was erected at Inchyolaghan; it was standing at the time 
of the Down Survey about 1655. Tnis castle was in ruins 
in 1839 according to the Ordnance Survey six inch map 
and the Ordnance Survey Letters for Co. K ilkenny.20 John 
Hogan in 188321 refers to “ this once im portant stronghold 
the foundations of which are traceable under the green 
sward ” and subsequent w riters22 speak of it in sim ilar 
term s. The field in which it stood is still known as the 
“ Castle Field.” To this day w hat may be a fragm ent of 
the old castle survives there and forms part of an outhouse 
in the Roche farm yard. It is a thick-walled corner section 
on a p lin th  and w ith three narrow  rectangular openings 
in the side walls. The jug was unearthed w ithin a few 
yards of it.

The inheritance of Inchyolaghan w ith “ messuages, 
lands and tenem ents ” passed through various members 
of the de Valle fam ily down to the m iddle of the 16th 
century. It would be interesting to trace which of the 
fam ily held Inchyolaghan in the late 13th and early 14th 
centuries — the earliest period to which the jug under 
discussion relates According to the researches of the 
fam ily historian, H ubert Gallway23 it seems tha t from  about 
1200 G ilbert de Valle held “ half a kn ight's fee ” at 
Inchyolaghan and that subsequently it was held by knights 
of the name John de Valle, the first Sir John succeeding

18J. L. M cA d am s: "E lle n , Countess o f D esart,” 1958, 3.
19Hubert G a lw ay : " T h e  W all Fam ily in Ireland ,” 1970, passim

especially 26, 28, 31, 32.
20Vol. I. par. 266, p.98.
21“ T rans. O ssory A rchaeol. Soc.” II, (1883) 46— 9; “ K ilk en n y ” (1884) 

319.
22Rev. W illiam  H e a ly : “ H isto ry  and A ntiquities of K ilk en n y ” I (1893) 

122.
Rev. W illiam  E. C arrigan  : “ H istory  and A ntiquities o f the  D iocese of 
O sso ry ” III, (1905) 229—232.
J. Com m ins : “ Jour. Roy. Soc. A ntiquaries Ire .” 36 (1906) 265.

23See 19 above.
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in 1247 and the second being in possession in 1293. About 
1300, one John de Valle seems to have been the owner of 
the holding and was lay patron of the adjacent churches 
of Inchyolaghan and Ballybur. His son, Gilbert, succeeded 
him and in 1322 disposed of his interests in Inchyolaghan 
to his cousin, Henry. The fam ily continued to hold 
Inchyolaghan for many generations after this. There is 
now no means of establishing when the jug was first 
associated w ith Inchyolaghan or when it was deposited 
where it was found but it seems probable that it may 
have been linked w ith the de Valles at an early stage.

About 1560 the property passed to the Comerford 
family. It is thought that the “ v i l la ” in which Rinuccini, 
the Papal Nuncio, stayed overnight, in Nov. 1645,24 was 
either the castle of Castleinch or that of Ballybur. In 
either case, the Comerfords would have been the hosts. 
Soon after, in 1653, the Comerfords were dispossessed by 
Cromwell and the estate was granted to Joseph Cuffe the 
founder of the Desart fam ily in Kilkenny. It is stated “ the 
Castle, Manor and lands ” of Inchyolaghan were thereafter 
to be known as Castleinch. Later the property was called 
Cuffe's Desert and a new residence, D esart Court, was 
built a few miles from  the castle in 1733.25 The old castle 
appears to have been abandoned about this time.

This newly-discovered jug not only provides technical 
data on pottery in medieval times, more precisely about 
1300 A.D., but it may also be placed in a historical context. 
It would appear to have been associated w ith the Norman- 
Irish fam ily of de Valle (W all) and w ith their castle- 
residence at Inchyolaghan or Castleinch.26

- 4ed. B. O 'F erra ll : “ C om m entarius R inuccinius," II, 25; trans. A. H u tton  : 
" T h e  Embassy in Ireland," D ublin, 1973, 90.

-5J. L. M cAdam s : ibid., 3. G. M auresceaux : " Old K ilkenny Review ” 
N.S. I, no. i (1974) 21— 25.
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