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St. Canice's Library Is 300
Years Old

A Sarum M issal dated  1498 and bearing the m ark of Caxton 
is am ong the treasured  volum es in St C anice’s Labrary (in the 
C athedral grounds), the Rev. A. M. Jackson told m em bers of K il
kenny Archaeological Society when he gave an illum inating 
ta lk  on the library, in 1959.

C onsisting chiefly of theological philosophical and historical 
works, the library also contains such valuable w orks as two 
prayer books of the 16th cen tury  King Edw ard VI. These were 
am ong the volum es of particu lar an tiqu ity  on display.

Rev. M r. Jackson pointed ou t th a t the library had been in 
existance for alm ost 300 years. It was founded by Thom as Otway, 
Bishop of Ossory, 1680-’93. In his will, Bishop Otway gave his 
“ books—folios, quartos and octavos and £200 in money— or 
m ore if need should be, for the beginning of a library for the 
C athedral of St. Canice and for the use of the clergy about it.”

I t was his desire, M r. Jackson w ent on, th a t the Dean and 
C hapter should grant, for the accom m odation of the  library, “the 
upper storey of the old schoolhouse, joyneing (sic) to  the alm s
house.” T hat, of course, referred  to  the room in wich the visitors 
a t th a t m om ent stood. Originally he said, the library room, 
occupied the en tire upper storey of the building. I t  was during 
a com paratively recent alteration th a t part of the upper storey 
was taken to  provide fu rther residential accom m odation.
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Bishop Otway, the  speaker continued, also left a sum  of 
m oney for the due fitting  and equipm ent of the  library. A s he 
had put it in his willl—“for the flooring which, w ith substantial 
tim ber and boards and roofing and slateing it, for desks and 
shelves chaires for every particu lar b o o k . .  I appoint £ 1 0 0 .. 
and  £97 in Spanish gold.”

If these sum s were no t sufficient, his executor was em 
pow ered to  make up the balance. The Bishop provided also for 
the due m aintenance and preservation of the Library Keeper £5 
a year for the  Library Keeper, who was to  be one of the  
C athedral V icars Choral, b u t chosen always by the Bishop. H e 
left also £5 for coal for a weekly fire to  preserve the books.

In 1756, M r Jackson revealed, the library was fu rther en 
riched by the  will of Edw ard M aurice, Bishop of Ossory, 1754- 
1756. Bishop M aurice bequeathed his books and some oak presses 
to  the library. He also instructed  th a t ou t of his estate £20 a 
year was to  be paid to the Librarian and his successors. One of 
two conditions he im posed was th a t the Librarian should “ give 
due attendance to  such clergymen and gentlem en as may be 
disposed to  study  there  from 6 o’clock in the m orning to  the 
tolling of the bell for M orning Prayer a t the C athedral of St. 
Canice, K ilkenny.”

The Bishop fu rther instructed  th a t should his legacy no 
longer answ er the purposes in tended the books should be sold, 
— the proceeds, together w ith the salary of the Librarian, to go 
tow ards "Rising or adorning the im perfect steeple of the  C athe
d ral.”

Stating th a t the library consisted in the main of theological, 
philosophical and historical works, Rev. M r. Lackson concluded 
by m entioning the  following treasures w hich were on display: 
tw o prayer books of Edw ard VI, dated  1549 and 1552; a Sarum 
M issal of 1498 bearing C axton’s m ark; a com plete w ork of Shake 
peare dated  1685; “The H istory, A rchitecture  and A ntiquities of 
the C athedral C hurch of St. Canice, K ilkenny” by Graves and 
Prim (1857).


