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Introduction 

 

The aim of this study is to give a broad insight into the changing shape of the street through 

the passage of time, remembering some of the interesting people who lived here or were 

associated with the street. 
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The Anglo Norman: William Marshall 

The Anglo Norman, William Marshall, who was married to Strongbow's daughter Isabel, had 

the most profound effect on the development of Kilkenny City.  From 1207 onward the new 

town was laid out along High Street and at the southern end intersected with Lower Patrick 

Street and The Parade  (known as Castle Street until the 17th century) and Rose Inn Street. 

Until well into the 1990's, the long narrow burgage plots were preserved behind the Patrick 

Street houses on the west side.  These regularly arranged plots were the backbone of the 

Anglo Norman town plan and William Marshall's foundation charter of 1207 stipulated that 

they should be 20 feet wide. Each of these was held by a burgess and on it he built his family 

house, with perhaps a shop at the front and behind space for outhouses, herb gardens, 

orchards etc. 

The Town Wall  

The town wall commenced about 1250 and was built over the next 150 years or so.  

Tradition has it that it was completed by Robert Talbot in 1400.  The 13th century was an 

important period in Kilkenny's growth and the 14th century a period of decline.  Many 

building projects faltered, and the population was devastated by the Black Death in 1348.  

The economic life of the town started to recover in the 15th century, but not until the 

middle of the 16th century did the town start to expand once more.  Rothe House is the 

best surviving example. 
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William Petty map - C.1655  
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Croker's Cross (Reference Down's Survey map c.1655)   

The lower part of the street up to the Journal Office was known as Croker Street in the 

1640's. Croker's Cross was built in 1407 and placed as a Military trophy (of most splendid 

proportions - Prim).  It was named after John Croker who was appointed chief magistrate in 

1407.  He was the sovereign ruler under which the burgesses of Kilkenny served.  It was built 

in commemoration of a victory in battle over the Burkes and the O’Carroll’s in Callan.  It was 

said to be less magnificent than the Market Cross.   

In 1609, the Corporation ordered that the "market place for cattle be at James' Green and 

Walkin's Green and from Market Cross to Croker's Cross - no one was to buy elsewhere".   It 

also ordered that these crosses were to be kept in repair by a company of masons directed 

by the mayor.  Sadly, the Roques map of 1758 shows that Croker's Cross has vanished, but 

the town walls and bastions are almost completely intact. 

Lower Patrick Street in the 1640s ran from Croker's Cross on The Parade to St. Patrick's Gate 

and was protected on the south-west and west by the City Walls.   The Civil Survey of 1654 

describes Patrick Street as measuring 2 acres stretching from the Earl of Ormonde's 

orchards in the east to the said street in the west and bound by the town walls with the 

church to the south with "several thatched cabins paying a cheef rent to the church."  These 

houses were mainly built of clay and wattle with thatched rooves. There were also some 

imposing houses.  

There was a description of a Public Bakehouse which existed in 1640 west of Croker's Cross 

with tenant Walter Archer with waste ground between it and the street which was built of 

stone and had a slated roof measuring 34' x 20' valued at £5.00. It was listed two hundred 

years later in a description of Ormonde properties by Edmond Hogan in 1830.  

"A Bakehouse slated between High Street and Patrick Street with waste ground between it 

and the street where stands some small cabins possessed of by James Kavanagh".    

There was a window with an ogee head imbedded randomly into the wall of the delivery 

entrance of what was then Avonmore House, and I often wondered could this have been a 

remnant of the old bakehouse. 
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Mahon McPhillips had their offices here in the 60's and 70's but before this is was Callinan's 

Yard which operated a Livery & Coaching Stable here from the days of Bianconi. 

No 35 - The Provincial Bank was here before moving up the street.  It took its lease in 1829 

from Michael Potter who retained offices and a lumber yard at the back.  It moved up the 

street in 1860. 

Hibernian Hotel / Hackett’s 

The Hibernian Bank was started about the middle of the 19th century in No 33.  No 34 was 

owned by the Hackett family before they moved to the top of the street to the corner house 

on the west side.  It was a large house which extended over the arch and joined to the next 

house.  
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When the bank was reconstructed in 1905 it took in this house. This was the home of Dr 

John Byrne Hackett and his wife Bridget Doheny until approximately 1905. They had 9 

children, 2 of whom were famous writers Francis and Florence born 1883 and 1884. Francis 

was educated in St. Kieran's College where Thomas McDonagh was his teacher.  From 1914 

to 1950 he published many books - such as Henry V111, Anne Boleyn and Francis 1st (France 

1494 - 1547).  Not to forget his book about an Irish Childhood the Green Lion 

(autobiographical).  He married a Danish writer Signe Toksvig. He published in the States 

while living in Ireland and Europe. They lived in Ireland in the early years of the State up to 

the 1930's and moved to Denmark, before moving to the US during the 40's and 50's and 

back to Denmark. Before he became a novelist, he was a writer and critic in the early 1900's 

who attacked elitism, racism and the subordination of women. He died in Copenhagen in 

1962 where he is buried. 

Florence his sister, born a year later, was a great diarist, a discipline which prepared her for 

future literary achievements. In 1924 her novel ‘With Benefit of Clergy’ was published in 

New York.  She wrote short plays and stories which were published in Dublin Magazine and 
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during the 1940's, eight of her plays were broadcast on Radio Eireann. She lived on College 

Road where she built herself a single storey house "Ad Astera". She died in April 1963, a 

week after her 79th birthday. 

Some of the other siblings emigrated to the US and Australia. Another brother 

Bartholomew, a doctor, was medical officer at Mountjoy Prison, had fought in the war and 

was awarded the Military Cross. 

No’s 32, 31 and 30 

These were originally designed as a hotel in 1817 when exertions were being made by the 

proprietor at the time to have the new Cork Road brought in here.   

No.32:  Alexander Colles (1815 - 1876) -  lived here in 1849 and was mayor in 1862 and 

1863. He was proprietor of the Marble Works from 1852, where he was responsible for 

introducing new machinery which was extensively worked by 3 large water wheels. 

No. 30:  The Kilkenny Journal moved here in 1901 from its premises on the Parade Corner 

(then known as Maxwell’s Corner - later Elliott’s).  In 1936 the business was extended to 

include the out offices and coach houses to the rear. The Kilkenny Journal newspaper 

started its life as Finn's Leinster Journal in 1767 and under Maxwell ownership in 1830, 

changed the name to The Kilkenny Journal.  It operated from Maxwell's Corner for over 100 

years before moving here. It ceased operation as a newspaper in 1965 - but the printing 

business continued into the 70's. I will talk a little more about this shortly. 
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Journal Office Lane/ Rothe Family 

This was the site of an ancient track which connected with a sally port in the city wall which 

afforded a right of way into New Street.  According to Hogan many people still alive in 1884 

remembered this track.   In this lane there was a mansion which belonged to a senior branch 

of the Rothe Family. Lieutenant General Michael Rothe  (1661 - 1741)  married to Catherine 

Middleton (1685 - 1763)  was second son of Edward Rothe Fitzpeter (died 1664)  and 

Catherine Archdekin (died 1714) and great grand nephew of Bishop of Ossory David Rothe ( 

1573 - 1650, bishop of Ossory from 1618). Michael and his family emigrated with the Wild 

Geese in 1691 after the Treaty of Limerick when his estate was forfeited and his large brick 

mansion sold in 1703.  His regiment which became known as the Regiment de Rothe was 

incorporated with the Irish Brigade into the service of Louis XIV. He spent the remainder of 

his distinguished military career fighting for his adopted country.   His granddaughter Lucy 

was a French Countess and  described as a wondrous beauty, she was a lady in waiting to 

Marie Antoinette from 1780 to 1782 and was said to have been one of her favourites.  

Therese-Lucy Rothe (1751 - 1782) was the only daughter of Charles Edward Rothe – Lieut. 

General Comte de Rothe (1710 - 1782) and Lucy Cary (1728 - 1804).  She married her second 

cousin Count Arthur Dillon (1750 - 1794)  in 1768 and her daughter Henriette Lucy was born 

in 1770.  Lucy was taken ill with tuberculosis which caused her death in 1782.  During her 

illness, the queen visited her every day and was said to be devastated by her death. 

However, one day later Marie Antoinette expressed a wish to go to the theatre, but her 

advisors dissuaded her telling her she would run into the funeral cortege - so she went to 

the opera instead.  This was to add to the growing bad publicity surrounding the queen, who 

was viewed to only mourn a close friend for one day.  Lucy was mistress to Henri Louis 

Prince of Guemene and also an intimate friend of her lover's spouse Victoire de Rohan who 

was governess to the Queen's children. 
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Lieutenant General Michael Rothe  

 

Therese Lucy Rothe 



Researched and prepared by Maura Kenealy for Heritage Week 2018 - Patrick St Walk & Talk 22
nd

 August 

Lucy was the mother of Henriette-Lucy Dillon (1770 - 1853) who became Marquise de La 

Tour du Pin  She married in 1787,  Frederic Comte de Gouvernet, an army officer and 

diplomat later Marquis de la Tour du Pin. Unlike her mother she had a long life and a happy 

marriage.  She was famous for her memoirs which were put into print after her death. These 

were important as she was witness to the private lives of the Royals and gave a first-hand 

account of the French Revolution.  Her life story ‘Dancing to the Precipice was written by 

Caroline Moorehead and published in 2009.  

 

Henriette Lucy Dillon - Marquise De La Tour Du Pin 

It is likely that Rinuccini stayed here when he visited the city in 1645 as it fits descriptions 

from the time. Also, since David Rothe was Bishop, it seems likely that his guest would stay 

with his family. 

Before 1780, this mansion was used by Kilkenny College while the college was being built.   

It was later occupied as a barracks.  It was demolished in 1817 and the 3 houses on the 

right-hand side were built as a hotel. 
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No’s 5 & 6   

There are 3 Tudor Hexagonal Chimneys and mullioned Basement windows on these houses.  

During renovations a beam was uncovered in No. 5 with the name "Ferguson 1747" written 

on it.  A Tudor Fireplace was taken from here to Rothe House in 1974.  

I was delighted to meet Ms. Crotty during the walk - who told me, her parents (who were 

married in 1916) told her No. 6 was a Bianconi office before they moved in. 
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Brigadier General Sir Denis Pack 

Born in 1775 lived at No. 6 and was a hero of Waterloo. He was mentioned in a book by 

Philip J. Haythornthwaite published in 1998 - 'Who was Who in the Napoleonic Wars'.  

 

He was the son of Rev. Thomas Pack Dean of Ossory, and nephew of Rev Richard Pack (1734 

- 1781) who was Head of Kilkenny College.  They were the sons of Thomas Pack of Ballinakill.  

As a 16-year-old he joined the 14th Light Dragoons in Ireland and after being cashiered for 

striking a superior officer, he re-enlisted and had a meteoric rise through the ranks.  In 1794, 

serving in Flanders, he carried a despatch into besieged Nieuwport, (Northern Belgium) 

escaping by boat.  He was made Lieutenant and, after action at Quiberon, his Dragoons 

defeated insurgents in Ireland. He was raised to a major of the 4th Royal Irish Dragoons in 

1798, and two years later, he became Lieutenant Colonel of the 71st Highland Light Infantry.  

In 1806, at the recapture of the Cape of Good Hope, he was wounded, and later suffered 

three wounds while fighting in South America.  He was captured with General Beresford at 
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Buenos Aires but both escaped. Returning to Europe, he fought in the Penninsular Wars at 

Rolica and Vimiera, Portugal under Sir Arthur Wellesley, later known as the Duke of 

Wellington defeating Napoleon's armies. This put an end to the 1st French invasion of 

Portugal. He became Aide-de-Camp to the King George III.  In 1810, following the Siege of 

Flushing, where he stormed and captured batteries held by a force five times his own.  He 

went on to take many more commands.  He was slightly wounded opposing Napoleon's 

army at Quatre Bras outside Brussels on 16th June 1815 and two days later commanded the 

9th Brigade at the Battle of Waterloo. This was to be his last foreign service.  (Jeff Pack).  He 

was very popular with his men but known to have had a temper.  After his escape a rhyme 

ran 'The Devil break the gaoler's back, that let thee loose, sweet Denis Pack. He was possibly 

one of the most decorated General after Wellington, he was awarded the Penninsular Gold 

Medal with 7 clasps - Wellington having earned 2 clasps more. 

In 1816 he married Lady Elizabeth Beresford (1783 - 1856), the daughter of the 1st 

Marquess of Waterford and half sister of General Beresford.  They had four children.  Sir 

Denis became colonel of the 84th Regiment of Foot and Lieutenant Governor of Plymouth. 

He died in London in 1823 and was buried at St. Canice's Cathedral.  His eldest son Arthur 

Reynell Pack, godson of the Duke of Wellington, emulated his father's military career and 

became a Lieutenant Colonel, his youngest son was heir to Field Marshall Lord Beresford 

and changed his name to Denis Pack Beresford. Shortly after his death, his wife went to 

England with her four children (aged 5 years to 7 months when Denis died) where she 

married another of Wellington's generals - Thomas Reynell.  In 1824 Sir Denis Pack's sisters, 

Catherine and Anne kept a ladies boarding school here for 22 pupils.  In 1830, they left to 

open Nore View House School for ladies on the Quay - in the house which is now the Home 

Rule Club.   In 1831 a Mrs and Misses Morris opened the Logerian Academy of Music here in 

Patrick Street. 

Provincial Bank moved here in 1860 from further down the street and the decorative stone 

work was added in 1905. There is the remains of a bastion at the back of this property which 

was known as Myles Tower in 1692. Up to the late '90s this could be easily accessed. 
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William Colles (1702 - 1770)   

The three houses on the East Side 7, 8 and 9 were built by William Colles in 1759. Colles was 

the man who started Kilkenny Marble Works in 1730 which was to thrive over the next 200 

years.  He was twice mayor of Kilkenny in 1755 and 1756.  His grandson Abraham (1773 -

1843) was the noted surgeon who is famous for identifying a fracture of the wrist which 

became known as the Colles Fracture. 

There was a common pump behind No 9 for all three houses.  No 7 was latterly Boyds and 

during his mayoralty and up to his death in 1876 William Kenealy and his family lived here.   

William Kenealy (Mayor of Kilkenny 1872 and 1873)   

William Kenealy was born in Cloyne in Cork in 1828, the son of a smith.  He became a 

schoolteacher at 20 and was bred in the revolutionary tradition, and was a member of the 

Young Irelanders.  As such, he got into trouble when the authorship of an inflammatory 

proclamation was traced to him.  He was dismissed from his post - but an admirer of his, Dr 

Maginn Co-Adjutor Bishop of Kerry secured him a post in the Diocesan College.  He went to 

Leeds where he edited the catholic newspaper ‘The Lamp’, returned to Ireland to edit ‘The 

Tipperary Leader’ and got into further trouble. 

A writer in the ‘Tipperary Leader’ produced an article reflecting on a protestant clergyman 

and a libel action was taken against the paper. Kenealy as editor refused to give the name of 

the writer, and for this he served a term in Clonmel gaol, unable to pay the damages of 

£2,000 which were awarded against him. It was while here that he wrote ‘The Moon Behind 

the Hill’. 

After this he applied for position as editor of the Kilkenny Journal and was accepted.  The 

other applicant was his friend Charles Kickham, but they remained friends. During his 

editorship, Irish politics was dominated by the struggle for Land Reform and nobody was 

more dedicated than Kenealy.  
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In 1856, he married Rose Maxwell daughter of the proprietor of the newspaper and 

received a half share in the business.  He was awarded the Bronze Cross by the French 

Government for his civic duty through the Kilkenny Journal during 1870 and 1871, for his   

his successful efforts in procuring aid for the wounded during the Franco-Prussian war. He 

was mayor of Kilkenny in 1872 and 1873 and was described as a fluent and eloquent 

speaker on any subject political or social.  Strangers who had met him at some social 

gathering later said they had never heard at any public meeting more 'beautiful language or 

more exquisite similes'.  He died in 1876 at the age of 48 and is buried in St. Patrick's 

Graveyard. It was sad that he did not live long enough to see the realisation of the goal for 
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which he had fought so hard i.e. the 3 F's - Free Sale, Fair Rent and Fixity of Tenure. These 

did not become law until 1881. 

No. 8 (Doctors Surgery)  

This was originally leased by William Colles to John Fleming in 1759 - it contained a covenant 

to repair the pump in the adjoining house of William Colles and gives the right to take water 

therefrom.  Con Kenealy (Editor Kilkenny Journal and Town Clerk) son of William Kenealy 

lived here until 1902 and a Mr Delehanty in 1963.  

No. 9 (O'Dwyers)  

The house with the pump -  was associated with St Kieran’s College  with  Mr O'Connor 

professor of English, and Joseph Koss, organist in St Mary's  Cathedral and professor of 

music having lived here. 
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No. 10 (Heltzels) 

Fr. Hogan a retired priest and brother of John Hogan Kilkenny historian lived here. Mr 

George Geary, a photographer also lived here.  He was commissioned by KAS to take a 

collection of photos of Kilkenny according to Prim. Two of these are of St Patrick's Gate. 

No. 11   

This was a very large house which extended over the premises to the south (later Statham's 

Garage). In 1884, it was occupied by William Ranelow organist in St. Canice's Cathedral and 

a professor of music. He started a piano and harmonium business on the Quay in 1847.  He 

had died by 1901.  Later the Royal Insurance Company bought and demolished it and then 

rebuilt it. It was later taken over by the Health Board.  

No. 27 (Campions)    

This family was a well-known firm of church guilders, decorators and painters.  

The Theatre   

In 1849, William Shanahan MD lived here and in 1884 it was the Medical Hall run by Dr 

Brennan. In 1902 Kilkenny Theatre opened its doors to an auditorium which seated 900 

people.  This was due to a very constructive partnership between Lady Desart and Captain 

Otway Cuffe - she supplied all the funding and he designed it.  He was mayor of Kilkenny in 

1907 and 1908. After her death in 1933, the Stallard family kept it going until 1963. 

All the remaining property up to the corner was owned by the Larkin family who sold some 

of it to the Ormonde Estate in 1876.  Looking at the 1901 census a lady called Ellen Cuddy 

kept lodgers (my house) and it was later leased to the Roe family who ran a drapery 

business (Goods). Their son William Francis Roe, an Electrical Engineer was responsible for 

the Rural electrification of Ireland,  the Kenealys  bought the freehold in 1979. 

Fitzgerald’s Estate Agents 

 

In 1880 Miss Elliott ran a Young Ladies Academy here -  a finishing school where young 

ladies received "A high and liberal education". 
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Clubhouse Hotel 

When the Kilkenny Hunt Club started in the very late 1700s, they took as their club house 

the third house from the corner, with Mr. James Rice as house steward.  It was converted as 

a hotel after the construction of the new road - Ormonde Road.  He was joined in 

partnership by Mr. John Walsh, they acquired the adjoining house on the south side and 

opened their hotel - The Hibernian Hotel and Fox Hunting Club in 1817. In 1834, they 

acquired the corner house.  The 1841 OS map and Griffith Valuation map shows this. 

Prim tells us it was the first establishment in Kilkenny to assume the name hotel.  At this 

stage the name had been abbreviated to The Hibernian Club House.  In 1850 Mr Rice died 

and Mr Walsh was sole proprietor. 

Messrs John and Simon Morris succeeded as owners in 1861 and so was born The Club 

House Hotel. John Morris took the corner house as his private dwelling (OS map of 1871 

shows the divide).  Simon Morris continued as proprietor until 1890.  He was mayor of 

Kilkenny in 1875 when he bought and put in place the new clock for the Tholsel.  This was an 

innovation at the time as it had 4 dials and was self striking. Previous to this, the town clerk 

struck the clock on the hour.   

Simon Morris was succeeded by Thomas Murphy, a 30-year-old entrepreneur, and was the 

first business man to invest in electric lighting in Kilkenny (The Moderator 1891). He 

refurbished the premises and acquired the next property northward, the property of Patrick 

Waters, who was town clerk for many years and died in 1892. 

The land and property where the New Road came was owned by Landers who had a coach 

making business. 
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Butler House – No. 13 & 14 

Walter Butler succeeded as 16th Earl of Ormonde in 1766.  He and his wife Elinor belonged 

to the Garryricken branch of the Butlers who were Catholics. During their time living in the 

Castle, Walter made many improvements there including laying out the tree lined Castle 

Road.  He restored and redecorated Butler House in Patrick Street around 1770.    

 

 The story of why he and his wife moved from the Castle is interesting.  Their son John 

married Lady Anne Wandesforde sole heiress of Earl Wandesforde of Castlecomer in 1769.  

John had conformed to Protestantism in 1764. Unfortunately, there was hassle in the Castle 

between Elinor and Anne, the latter disapproved of the oratory Walter had built in the 

castle among other disagreements and of course the time-honoured differences between 

mother and daughter-in-law were compounded by differences in religion. 

Walter designed a formal garden between the house and the castle.  The old church of St. 

Patrick was inside the walled area and interfered with the line of the garden. The old church 

was demolished after Walter funded the building of the new church as few yards away 

which was up and running in 1782. 
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The position of the old church can be seen on the Roque map of 1758 as being very close to 

the town wall and St Patrick's Gate.  It is likely that a portion of it was incorporated into 

Butler House as an oratory for the celebration of Mass.  Mrs Phelan who lived in the house 

(her father bought it in 1922) said there was a family tradition that the kitchen was part of 

the church.  The Holy Water font set into the wall of Lanigan's garden is all that remains of 

the second church built by Walter. 

In 1832 a soup kitchen was run from Butler House during a cholera epidemic and Kilkenny 

Archaeological Society (KAS) held meetings here from the 1870's.  

In 1861 No 13 was a Masonic Lodge before Rev. James Graves founder of Kilkenny 

Archaeological Society lived there – the upper part of house was No.13 (The lower part of 

the house was No 14). Before this he had lived on the other side of the Arch on the right-

hand side facing down the street. It was here that the first meeting of KAS was held in 1849.  

He and John Prim (his cousin and editor of Kilkenny Moderator) were joint secretaries of the 

society for several years. 

The Museum of the Kilkenny Archaeological Society was situated in Butler House for many 

years (Patrick Walsh).  Mr James Robertson, an architect was curator of the museum and 

lived in the house opposite Butler House.  He was cousin of William Robertson of Rose Hill 

House who compiled sketches of Kilkenny Antiquities and scenery which were published in 

1851. This house was later Peter Farrelly’s.  

Kilkenny Design Workshops restored Butler House in 1972 and it was taken over by Kilkenny 

Civic Trust in 1989. 
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St. Patricks Gate   

The Gate was built as part of the city fortifications by Robert Talbot in the 14th Century.  

Richard Rothe Fitzedward built a castle over the gate in 1626 and two towers on the 

adjoining wall for extra fortification of this part of the city.  It was through this gate that the 

Papal Nuncio Rinuccini made his triumphal entry into the city in 1645 with great pomp and 

ceremony.  There are great descriptions of this occasion in the old records - nobility on 

horseback, regiments of infantry and thousands of cheering crowds.  His mission was to 

unite the Old Irish (who wanted complete separation from England) and the Anglo Irish who 

wanted religious and civil liberty but not separation.  He returned to Rome in February 1649 

with the mission a failure. 

 

In 1650 Cromwell attempted to enter the city here but was repulsed. His cannon shattered 

part of the city wall and a large breach was made in front of St Patrick's Church.  Because of 

reinforcement to the defensive  structure in  the wall put in place by Sir Walter Butler, entry 

was prevented.   Twice they stormed the breach but were defeated with great slaughter 

losing 600 men. They gained entry then at Dean's Gate.  The plague was raging in Kilkenny 

at this time - it took  900 of the 1200 watchmen, leaving only 300 to look after their posts.  

After some 600 years, the Arch was demolished in 1890's by WK Cleere builders.  Up to this 

time the Arch House was occupied by the Home Rule Club before it moved to its current 

location on John's Quay. During this time there were many successful concerts held in the 
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large card room over the Arch.  The Arch was a well known gathering place for all the young 

lads from the adjoining areas and so came to an end a social side of Patrick Street.  

  


