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Notice

On mature reflection the Commitee of the Society has decided to
change the title of Owen O’Kelly’s book from A4 History of County
Kilkenny to The Place-Names of the County of Kilkenny. The new title
is thought more exactly to describe the book. An alphabetical
index has been added. Within the new material, Owen
O’Kelly’s book is reproduced complete and unaltered.

The map on the cover (also reproduced inside) is made from a
Grand Jury map. The Grand Juries were the forerunners of the
County Councils. They commissioned maps which are now
extremely rare. The Grand Jury maps predate the first edition of
the Ordnance Survey maps and are of great interest because of
the different spellings of place names. Thus they can be used to
locate changes that have occurred.
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FOREWORD

The publication of my late husband’s history
of the place-names of Kilkenny is a re-issue of
a work that was originally published in 1969
but has long since gone out of print and 1is
very difficult to obtain.

Many years of painstaking research and
dedication went into the compilation of the
original. But the task was of compelling
interest to him and he would have been
deeply gratified and proud that his book on
the place-names is being republished by the
Kilkenny Archaeological Society. He was
Honorary Secretary from 1953 to 1963.

This republication is in response to the
demand for the book especially by the people
of the county that he loved so well.

Sheila O’Kelly
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Barony Map from Ordnance Survey Letters (O’Donovan
and others) Vol I County of Kilkenny 1839
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