
Kilkenny  Archaeological Society  

Outing to the Loire Valley—France  

June 8th to 15th 2019 

Join us for a relaxing and well researched outing in a  

luxury coach  - ours for the week  - direct from Kilkenny. 

We are based in one hotel in Tours for the week—so no need 
to pack and change rooms. 

Enjoy an itinerary tailored to our interests, exploring this most  
scenic and historic river valley, its Cathedrals  châteaus, fine 

dining and world renounced wineries 

 

 

Kilkenny Archaeological Society 

French outing to the Loire Valley - June 8th to June 15th 2019 

Booking Form 

 

I/we wish to book on the Kilkenny Archaeological Society Outing  and attach deposit of €100 

per person which I understand is non-refundable. The balance is payable on or before April 

15th as required by hotel /ferry company  

 

Signed ________________________________   Date            /               / 2019 

  You For Second passenger 

Name     

  

Postal 

Address 

  

  

  

  

  

Gender     

Date of 

birth 

    

Mobile 

Number 

  

  

  

Email 

address 

  

  

  

Room 
type  
required 

  

(single/Twin/Double) 

  

Any  
special 

Dietary  

needs 

    

Kilkenny Archaeological Society  

Rothe House,  Parliament Street, 

  Kilkenny  

Tel 056 7722893   Mobile  087 241 1955 



Kilkenny Archaeological Society 

Outing to the Loire Valley 

Details: 

The all in cost per person sharing is €995.00   

Being France,  the single room supplement  is substantial at  €180.00  

What this inclusive charge covers  

The exclusive use of the coach from Kilkenny back to Kilkenny 

Five nights’ accommodation with hot buffet breakfast in Hotel Kyriad                

Saint Pierre des Corps 3***in Tours 

Dinner each evening – three in the hotel and two in selected restaurants   

Admission to all attractions and guiding costs as per the programme details   

Conducted coach and walking tour of Tours historic town centre 

Return ferry crossing Cork to Roscoff with shared cabins  

Reception on final evening in Tours 

What is not covered  

Dinner on board the Ferry  

Lunches  

Incidental snacks and personal beverages  

Personal travel insurance 

Detailed programme  

Saturday 8th June  

11.00 Depart from Loughboy Car park  and continue to Cahir Castle Carpark. 

12.20 Arrive Cahir –have lunch (own arrangements) and if time allows visit the Castle.   
 
1.45 Depart Cahir     
 
2.45 Arrive at Cork Terminal   
 
4.00pm Depart for Roscoff  on Brittany 
Ferries well equipped  Cruise ship. 
Diner at leisure on board. Overnight at 
Sea in comfortable cabins. 
 
Sunday 9th June  

07.00 Arrive Roscoff and disembark  

09.00 Breakfast stop and visit in Saint Brieuc.  

The main things of interest  here (apart from breakfast!) are the cathedral and the half-

timbered medieval houses in the streets that immediately surround the cathedral with lots 

of outdoor cafes in the squares and streets where you can watch the world pass by and 

where buskers perform in the summer. The Museum of Art and History in Saint-Brieuc has         

numerous objects explaining the history of the town and industry in the surrounding region.  

11.00 Depart  

12.45 Arrive in Lavell town – Lunch 

Laval’s old core is replete with half-timbered houses from the 15th and 16th centuries,   

historic churches and plenty of renaissance and neoclassical mansions. Certainly, one 

square that must not be missed is Place de Trémoille in front of the Château Neuf (the  

newer, renaissance part of the old château) and the lovely 17th-century pavilion that stands 

as a regal entranceway to the old château.  

15.30 Depart Laval  

17.30 Arrive in Tours and continue to our hotel, Kyriad Saint Pierre des Corps 3*** 



Monday June 10th  
10.00 Depart Hotel for guided coach / walking tour of Tours  
12.00 Tour concludes in a centre town location  
Remainder of day is free for personal sightseeing/ shopping or simply to rest  
OR  
2.30 pm Optional Coach departs Tours for nearby Château Chenonceau and gardens, 
thought to be the loveliest of the Loire Châteaux. It is surrounded by formal gardens 
and straddles the River. 
The Château holds a fantastic collection of furniture and arts works including a rare 
depiction of Henri III.  There is also a restaurant in the orangery. 
 Also under consideration is a side trip to Amboise town which this year is celebrating 
Leonardo da Vinci’s  death in 1519. There is a fear that it may be impossibly crowded 
and expensive on this occasion. 
17.00 Coach collects remainder of party at drop off location in Tours for transport 
back to the hotel 
19.00 Coach departs hotel for dinner in a selected Restaurant in Tours. 
 
Tuesday June 11th 

                                                                                                                                                              
09.00 Coach departs for Blois, a powerful feudal stronghold for several centuries 
which became a Royal city under Louis Xll. It is the quintessential Loire town.  The old 
quarter, partly pedestrianized, is bordered by the river and the Chateau 

12.00 Depart    1.30  Arrive Chartres  To view the world-famous Cathedral  

Chartres Cathedral, also known as the Cathedral of Our Lady of Chartres was con-
structed between 1194 and 1220. Five previous cathedrals have occupied the same 
site since Chartres became a bishopric in the 4th century. It is in the Romanesque and 
Gothic styles.  It is designated a World Heritage Site by UNESCO. The majority of the 
original stained glass 
windows survive in-
tact, while the archi-
tecture has seen only 
minor changes since 
the early 13th century. 
The exterior is domi-
nated by heavy flying 
buttresses which al-
lowed the architects 
to increase the win-
dows size significantly.   

Friday June 14th  

09.30 Depart our hotel via The Loire Valley for the leisurely return to Roscoff. The first    
portion of our journey hugs the scenic Loire River, thought with good reason to be the most 
beautiful part of France.   

11.00 We pause in Angers. By the 12th century, under the rule of the Plantagenets, Angers 
became the key stronghold of an empire then stretching as far north as Scotland. Today it is 
a thriving university town, with wide boulevards, restful public gardens and narrow older 
streets, evocative of its long history.  

1.30 We continue on our way to Rennes. 

2.15 Arrive in Rennes,  
a city at the conflu-
ence of the Ille and 
the Vilaine rivers and 
the    capital of the Ille
-et-Vilaine depart-
ment as well as the 
Region of Brittany. 

Rennes's history goes 
back more than 2,000 
years, to a time when 
it was a small Gallic    
village then named 
Condate. During the 1980s, Rennes became the main centre in a  new telecommunications 
and high technology industry. It is now a significant digital innovation centre in France.  

In 2015, the city was the tenth largest in France, with a population  of  some 720,000      
inhabitants. With more than 66,000 students as noted in  2016, it also has a large university       
campus. Last year L'Express named Rennes as "the most livable city in France". 

5.00pm Depart on the final leg of our journey to Roscoff 

20.30 Depart Roscoff for Cork  

Saturday June 15th  

 09.30 Arrive in Cork and disembark. 11.30 arrive in Kilkenny  
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Wednesday June 12th  

as splendid views across the town of Chinon and the Vienne river. There is also an 
impressive sequence of audio-visual presentations in the castle and several            
recreations of medieval weapons in the grounds. 

Abbey de Fontevraud    Our tour contin-
ues with a visit to Abbaye de Fontevraud 
founded in 1101 for both women and 
men. It is  certainly the largest in France.  
It was run for 700 years by aristocratic 
abbesses, almost half of whom were of 
Royal birth. Some ten of the Plantagenet 
Kings are buried here including Richard 
the Lionheart. 

 After Lunch we continue to visit perhaps 
the most imposing Chateau and gardens at Chateau de Villandry, which features 
some 45,000 bedding plants. Dating from the late Renaissance (1536) it has an almost 
Classical elegance. But is most noted for its superb gardens, restored since the new 
owners, the famous Spanish Carvallo Family,took over in 1906. The taxing maze is 
also fun to navigate.  

Return to Tours  

7.30 Coach departs for our dinner in a selected city Restaurant. 

Thursday June 13th  

Today we explore and sample the best of the many wines of the area which with 
goats’ cheese are world famous products.    

While like art, one’s favourite  wine is a personal matter, most agree that the finest 
wines in all of France are to be found in the area around Sancerre, our destination 
today. There will be an opportunity to purchase wines at the vineyard at very         
advantages prices.   

We also visit the splendid town of Bourges, once the Roman city of Avaricum.  It   
features a network of ancient streets around the magnificent cathedral, built         
between 1195 and 1260. While not unique it is unusual in the absence of transepts. 
The interior’s height and width make it seem much lighter that most Gothic built  
cathedrals. The effect is enhanced by the brilliant hues of the stunning, mediaeval 
stained-glass windows.  

Return to hotel for farewell reception followed by Dinner  

Tuesday June 11th  Continued  

The west end is dominated by two contrasting spires. Equally notable are the three great 
façades, each adorned with hundreds of sculpted figures, illustrating key theological themes 
and narratives. Since at least the 12th century this cathedral has housed its famous relic, 
the Sancta Camisa, said to be the tunic worn by the Virgin Mary at Christ's birth.  

4.30 Arrive Vendome  

Vendôme has a rich medieval history and many historical monuments. Christianity was  
introduced  here by Saint Bienheuré in the 5th century, and the important abbey of the 
Trinity (which claimed to possess a tear shed by Jesus at the tomb of Lazarus) was founded 
about 1030.  

5.20 depart for Tours   7.30 Dinner in Hotel this evening  

 Wednesday June 12th  

To day we explore the beauty and also the defences of the Loire Valley  

Chateau Chinon is a large castle that dominates the town of Chinon, and extends along a 
raised plateau above the river Vienne, in France's Loire Valley. It dates back more than 
1,000 years, at which time the original castle was built on the site of an even earlier        
Gallo-Roman fort. The castle played a key role at many important times in French history. 

Unlike many of the chateaux in the Loire valley, the castle at Chinon was not rebuilt in the 
renaissance and so preserves many of its medieval characteristics including extensive     
defensive walls. Chateau de Chinon has well preserved towers and accommodation as well   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Bienheur%C3%A9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lazarus_of_Bethany
https://www.francethisway.com/places/chinon.php

