26

High Street
Notes contributed by M rs. W . J. Phelan and M rs.
T . La n ig a n
all know the plaque at the end of James’s Street,
W E which
says “ High Street, built in 1200 — widened
in 1860.” The date 1200 fits in with all our reading. Bishop
Hugh le Rous gave permission to the Earl Marshall to build
a way which was a necessity to the dwellers in the Castle
to reach the Cathedral of St. Canice. We must remember
that St. Canice’s was the middle of Kilkenny, the most
important part in Gaelic times. The building of the Castle
and the probable increase in its inhabitants from
McGillaphadrig’s days meant increased traffic to the
Cathedral and a way was imperative. John Hogan has
studied the period of the last 25 years of the 12th century
and the first years of the 13th, and it is his considered
opinion that the first route from the Cathedral lay along
the present Parliament Street, Kieran Street and from
there through the now Rose Inn Street to the Castle. The
way through the High town was made a little later, and
the date 1200 is as accurate as we need.
It is, of course, not necessary to state that no stone
houses lined this way in 1200. Wooden, or wicker, or clay
constructions were probably the first. Our first date for a
building is 1400, when the original Tholsel was probably
built on the site of the Munster and Leinster Bank. Later
medieval houses with pointed gables were followed by
Elizabethan structures. Remains of these latter can be seen
in the octagonal chimney and mullioned windows in the
Archer House, in the Langton House and in Dr. Crotty’s
House in Patrick Street. The line of the way is fundamen
tally the same since 1200, and to-day we have the privilege
of treading along it, and trying to point out and describe
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some of its antiquities. We are also trying to mention some
of its former inhabitants and their dwellings, and to recount
some recent events.
With our backs to the Bank of Ireland, we will walk
up the left hand side of the street, and try to say some
thing about each house if at all possible.
We first met Callinan’s Yard, a Livery and Coaching
Stable from the days of Bianconi down. It is still used in
a small way for its former purpose. Callinans lived in this
house, on the north side of the livery yard, now occupied
by Mrs. Lee, where Mahon and McPhillips have their office.
It was recently Mr. Frank Clohosey’s office and before him
Dr. Stevenson’s residence. The Callinans also owned the
Victoria Hotel, now the Munster & Leinster Bank, and were
great benefactors of our Catholic Churches. They gave a
Rosary Altar to the Black Abbey and some statuary to the
Cathedral. The last member of the family to live in
Kilkenny, we think, was Mrs. Teevan.
Next we come to Willoughbys. The Willoughbys have
been in these premises for 80 years. Honest John, as he
was called, came here from his shop in High Street, now
occupied by Purcell’s bakery, practically opposite the en
trance to Walkin Street. He opened here having served his
time at Lawless’s, a jeweller in Rose-Inn Street, where A.
and T. Pierts’ premises are now. (These in their turn were
once Morrissey’s the Saddlers). W illoughby’s were once a
licensed premises. Miss W illoughby’s office was a tap
room and she thinks it may once have belonged to the
Victoria Hotel, but Mr. Willoughby did not buy it from
Callinans, but from a Solicitor in New Ross, named Carr.
Miss Willoughby’s sitting room, looking up Patrick Street,
was once a Billiard Room, and possibly some kind of club.
Some of our county folk played here. A lovely room it is.
Right outside the clock, Mr. Willoughby said, the
gallows used to hang in the days when, according to a very
strong tradition, a jail stood here. Miss Willoughby records
that when the Willoughby family arrived here the Carrigans
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proved to be kind and welcoming neighbours.
Mr.
Willoughby was a very interested and staunch member of
the old Society. He owned Rothe’s house at the time the
Confederation Flag was found there and he presented it to
the Kilkenny Museum, then in Butler House. This flag is
in 63, Merrion Square, the rooms of the R.S.A.I.
The Hackett family lived in the Hibernian Bank house
before it became a Bank, and Miss Willoughby remembers
this brilliant family very well indeed when they were all
young. They had a passion for plays and dressing up. She
little dreamt that these high spirited children would later
attain great distinction in the world of art and letters.
Next we come to Carrigans. The present owner is the
fourth of his name here. Simon Morris, who owned the
Club House Hotel, bought these premises from Smithwick’s
Brewery and Carrigans bought it from him. It is one of the
few premises in High Street that have not changed hands
for the last 100 years. The Carrigans were relations of Mr.
T. Shearman, who owned the Archer House a 100 years ago,
when the Rev. Mr. Graves wrote of it, and of Fr. Shearman,
distinguished Archaeologist, who wrote ‘ Loca Patriciana.’
From Carrigan’s, in 1883, the mail car set out for Callan and
Castlecomer. Croke was the name of the Castlecomer
driver, and Molloy of the Callan driver. We think this Mr.
Molloy was an ancestor of the Sculptors of Callan. Mr.
Carrigan remembers the remains of a gallows, of a wheel
banders and a smithy in the garden behind his home.
The Munster & Leinster Bank is built on the site of
the Victoria Hotel, in its turn built on the site of the old
Tholsel and perhaps the old Jail. This old Tholsel was the
first of its kind in Kilkenny and was the seat of the Civic
Government of the town probably built about 1400.
Remains of it were still visible to John Hogan when he was
alive in the last years of the last century. He lived next
door and probably took an intense interest in it. When the
Tholsel was removed to the present site, opposite the
Monster House is not known to us. Colonel Askell of 1793
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infamy set up his gallows here or perhaps outside
Willoughbys and Dr. Campion chronicles the sad fate of a
young rebel dying on a gibbet.
As the Victoria Hotel, this house must have witnessed
many stirring scenes in the national struggle in Parnell’s
time. Here Parnell addressed the people after the ’Comer
election in 1890 when quick lime was thrown at him. Dr.
John Byrne Hackett rendered aid with the quickness of
thought, and licked it out of his eye. Mr. John Coyle, a
member of our Society, remembers seeing Parnell speak
that night with a bandage over his eyes. In 1917 there was
a meeting of the Sinn Fein leaders here, Mr. De Valera, Mr.
Cosgrave, Father Wall, two brothers of Thomas McDonagh,
the Fear Mor, Head Master of Ring College, and Miss
Sparks were among those present. A presentation was made
to Eoin McNeill. It consisted of Carrigan’s History of
Ossory and some Travellers’ Joy Tobacco. The Hotel was
knocked down in the early 1920’s and the Munster &
Leinster Bank built in 1923. The last owners of the Hotel
were the Fogartys, whose father was an official in the
Hammond Hotel in Dublin. We remember John William
Fogarty and Lily Fogarty who wrote several books and
biographies, including one on James Fintan Lalor.
Tyler’s : This firm was at the Woollen Hall before
occupying the present premises. This Ormonde House was
an Alms House built by the Ormonde family in May, 1631,
and known as the “ Hospital of Our Blessed Saviour.” It
was taken down about 1840 and the present house erected
on the site. The present Ormonde Home in Barrack Street
was then endowed in place of this one. Here at the end of
the last century lived John Hogan, writer and historian,
and carried on his business as painter, house decorator and
auctioneer.
Next door to Tyler’s, Godwin’s. The present occupant
follows Sherin’s Furnishing Shop. They in turn followed
Martin Hackett’s Drapery Stores. When O’Connell wrote
to Edmund Smithwick he often talked of his friend Hackett.
Would this friend of O’Connell belong to this firm ? We are
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glad still to see the flight of steps to this warehouse. In
all the old town only Smithwick’s of High Street and
Godwins preserve this feature.
Mulhall’s shop was originally in the possession of
Dorans, who took over, we think, from Ryans. Dorans con
ducted a grocery business here and immediately after them
came the E.S.B., who sold to Mulhalls.
No. 7, Quality Shoes, proprietor Mr. Joseph Daly, was
lately in the possession of Mr. Sherin, who ran a hardware
business, and in a store at the rere and across the lane the
late John P. Sherin conducted an occasional auction.
No. 8, Mannings, have been here since 1884 and must
share with Carrigans and Willoughbys the honour of having
the longest family occupation in High Street. They are
connections of the Comerfords of Killeen.
No. 9, Reynolds, followed Fitzgeralds in the same trade.
A hardware store, Caseys, preceded the latter. The three
houses 7, 8 and 9 stand according to the Rocque Map on
the site of the old City Jail. When we were making en
quiries all along this route it amazed us to find how strong
the tradition of a Jail was. Willoughbys, the Munster &
Leinster Bank, The Woollen Hall and the block 7, 8 and 9,
all claimed the doubtful honour of a Jail, but the Rocque
Map gives it definitely to 7, 8 and 9.
Boyles and the Woollen Hall are unique in their step
back from the line of the street. We think that they are
more ancient than the houses between them and the
Ormonde House, i.e., Tylers.
Hogan mentions a waste piece of ground beside the old
Tholsel in 1631. It is supposed that some houses were built
and others not along the way. We feel that when the new
houses were built they jutted in to-day’s manner into the
street, and left Boyle’s and the Woollen Hall back from
them. Boyle’s was owned by McStay, who afterwards
moved to the Monster House. Before them was Dunphys, a
hardware store. This Dunphy owned a loan bank in St.
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Kieran Street, where Callaghan and Connolly’s premises are
now. The Woollen Hall was occupied by Tallis’s and Tyler’s
before a Mr. Duggan, a relation of the present owners, the
Murphys. They have been here 50 years.
WOOLLEN

HALL

Here we have a solid ancient building which has
all the appearances of having once been an imposing
Town House of somewhat the same date as the
Shee House, directly opposite, that is, the end of the 16th
century.
Graves, in his “ Ancient Street Architecture of Kil
kenny, 1849,” described a house ‘'immediately opposite” the
Shee House at the corner of Walkin Street, but rather
annoyingly fails to say whether it is north or south corner,
so the house he describes may be either the Woollen Hall
on the south corner or Liptons on the north corner. He
described a fine window to the rear divided by mullions
into eight lights and a front towards Walkin Street, still
preserving its original parapet and stone gargoyles. This
building was then known as Tennadine’s Holding.
The building we are considering whether it be the one
described by Graves, or not, is obviously a very ancient one.
The gable fronting on Walkin Street still exhibits the typical
17th century design and there remains two ancient type
windows with hooded mouldings high up in the gable.
The walls are four or five feet thick and there is a cellar
underneath with very ancient oak beams. There is some
evidence that when originally built it stood alone with no
building on the Pudding Lane side. An embrasure can be
seen high up on the inside of the south gable, which appears
very like a window similar to the remaining windows on
the north gable. It is now, of course, merely a thin parti
tion between this house and Boyles. Also in the cellars
there is a closed vent in the South wall, which appeared
to have opened on to the street before Boyle’s house was
built.
There is no information to identify this house as any
family town house. Most of the houses in Kilkenny have
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been identified by means of the carved stone escutcheons
found on them. The man who built this one may not have
borne arms, or may perhaps have considered it ostentatious
to decorate his house with them, or more likely still the
shield was removed long since.
This house, together with the adjoining house to the
South, now Boyle’s Confectionery, were known as The
White Hart Inn according to a map drawn by James Healy,
junior, in 1816. It must have been an Inn of some con
siderable size since the property extended some distance
up Walkin Street and South in an L shaped pattern to
Pennyfeather Lane. It is unlikely that it was an ancient
Inn, however, since Prim, in 1862, did not consider it worth
mentioning in his “ Kilkenny Inns and Taverns.” When
the Inn was originally opened, or how long it lasted as an
Inn, I do not know. Mr. Murphy’s family have carried on
drapery business in it for the past 50 years. There is a
tradition that the Hall Door came from the Black Abbey.
In the course of enquiries about this house I discovered
that Pennyfeather Lane was constructed about 1700 by
John Pennyfeather, presumably to connect his property in
this district with the Walkin Gate. The new Lane he made
was then known as Penny Lane and he built 20 dwellinghouses on both sides.
Next we meet Walkin Street, a very important
thoroughfare before the new Ormonde Road was built in
1317. All the Cork traffic came this way and many fine
Inns were in this street. We will not delay with the street
but leave it for another day, and another recorder. Only
just one little note : When Catholic Emancipation came in
1829, Fr. Mulligan, Guardian of The Friary, was at last
able to ring out his bells and inform his flock of the
activities of the Church. He called one bell “ O’Connell ”
and the other “ Sheil.” If the bells were anything to the
men they were named after they must have sounded
clearly, well and welcoming in the old Marble town of
Kilkenny.
Next Walkin Street, on the North side, is Liptons, which
was once Walsh and Carroll’s, a licensed premises. Miss
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Cullen’s was Miss Brophy’s before Miss Cullen’s owner
ship, and before that again belonged to a Mr. Kelly (rela
tion perhaps of the Kellys of Dama) who had it from his
uncle, William Aylward. Miss Cullen, the present owner,
tells us it is a free-hold, one of the few in High Street.
In our childhood, Mr. Bennett, a chemist, owned Mr.
Paul’s; before that it was Maher’s, a licensed premises.
Bourkes owned both this premises and the Home &
Colonial, and carried on a tailoring establishment here,
before moving to present premises in the old Langton
House.
Next we come to the old Inn “ The Hole in the Wall,”
opposite the entrance to St. Mary’s Lane. Miss Bibby, the
owner, has been very kind and helpful to us in showing
us over this building. The date of it would probably be
between the suppression of the Monasteries and 1600, its
details in windows and chimney indicate that. The same
structure in England would probably be 50 years earlier
architecturally. It is a general idea that no Inns were
needed before the Monasteries were suppressed, all hos
pitality being dispensed freely by the Monks. The Misses
Bibby, who own this Inn (not now used for its original
purpose) are descendants of Evans, who was and still is
such a great benefactor of Kilkenny. Another ancestor of
the Bibby family was Portreeve of Irishtown, in 1690. His
name, we believe, is still on a stone down there. They
owned the Worsted Mill at Greensbridge and a Drapery
Store at Watergate. Fr. Albert, O.F.M. Cap., who attended
the 1916 Martyrs, was their brother. Miss Bibby had
literary ancestors, one, a great-aunt, Mrs. Costello, who
lived in Kieran Sttreet, produced an Annual each year of
high literary merit. A letter exists from Lady Blessington
ordering some copies in 1836. Another ancestor, a Master
in Kilkenny College, wrote a play entitled “ Silken
Thomas.”
THE HOLE IN THE W ALL
Situated directly opposite the entrance to St. Mary’s
Churchyard, behind and parallel to the Archer House.
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This tavern was the great Supper-house of Kilkenny at
the end of the 18th and beginning of the 19th century. It
was already established as a resort for the young blades of
the town as early as 1756 and seems to have lasted for
almost 100 years. It was patronised by John Butler, 17th
Earl of Ormonde, 1740— 1795, who was responsible for
making the Tavern famous throughout Great Britain and
Ireland. In his time the proprietor of the Hole in the Wall
was one Tom Clayton, a former Valet of the Earl’s.
It
was the hey-day of taverns and supper houses, deep clinch
ing and high play before the re-action of the 19th century
when such pursuits were frowned upon. The Earl of
Ormonde frequently brought the company who had dined
with him at the Castle on to The Hole in the Wall for
supper. Before his family honours and title were restored
in 1791 he was known in the Tavern as Jack of the Castle.
Among the patrons thus introduced to The Hole in the Wall
were Henry Flood, Henry Grattan, Sir Hercules Langrishe.
Sir Jonah Barrington, Lord Norbury and the Duke of
Wellington.
It is not known whether Kilkenny has the honour of
'Originating the name “ Hole in the Wall ” for a tavern,
though it was very likely so called from the narrow en
trance from High Street. In any case it became popular as
a name elsewhere and in 1862 there were “ Holes in the
Wall ” in London and a famous one in the Phoenix Park
behind the present Arus an Uactarain.
I am afraid the reputation of the house was none too
good. Many duels were fought as a result of quarrels on
the premises, and in the course of time its character
deteriorated so much so that the authorities withdrew its
licence.
In its more respectable days the Local Charitable and
Benevolent Societies held their meetings there. When the
business was over, about 9 o ’clock, the members used to
amuse themselves by organising a debating society. John
and Michael Bani m , as young men, took a leading part in
these debates (Michael is supposed to have written a story
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about the rights of the Charitable and Benevolent Society
in the Hole in the Wall) but I have never come across it.
The tavern is sometimes confused with a shop which
existed in later times in the Butler Slip, about which the
rhyme was chanted :
If you ever go to Kilkenny
Look out for the Hole in the Wall,
It’s there you’ll get eggs for a penny
And butter for nothing at all.
This is obviously a re-hash of the old rhyme connected
with the tavern :
If ever you go to Kilkenny
Rem em ber the Hole in the Wall,
You may there get blind drunk for a penny
Or tipsy for nothing at all.
Next door to Bibby’s is O’Connor’s (once Statham’s,
once McCullagh’s, and O’Doherty’s). These both form what
was once the Archer House, built in 1582 by Martin
Archer. A talk on the Archer family is outside this little
paper, but their names appear again and again in the civic
records (Carrigan said 64 times). A Father Luke Archer
was Abbot of Holy Cross, and a Father James Archer was
a distinguished Jesuit. In this little part of Kilkenny with
which we deal to-day we have town houses of both the
Archers and the Shees, probably two of the greatest of the
civic families, if we except the Rothes. At some time there
was a marriage between these two families, and we get the
name of Archer-Shee. A family of this name owned
Sheestown, and did reside there up to a year or so ago.
The play “ The Winslow Boy ” is based on the action of
a young Archer-Shee who refused to take the blame for
stealing a 5/- Postal Order at his Naval College when he
was innocent. The law case made Sir Edward Carson
famous.
On this house (the Rev. Mr. Graves said) the tenant
is bound by his lease to preserve his chimneys and
escutcheon intact, an example well worth being copied by
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other owners of valuable and historic property. A 100
years ago this house was owned by Mr. T. Shearman, and
here lived the Archaeologist, Fr. Shearman. Here was a
printing works, which printed some of the old Kilkenny
scenes, the Market Cross, etc. When we remember this
house, Dr. and Mrs. White lived here. Mrs. White was a
Miss Shearman. The shop was a Catholic Repository then,
and delighted our hearts with night lights, statues, and
holy pictures. Miss Price was the Manageress.
Powers, the painters, occupied the next house in our
youth, and afterwards Miss Farrell, news agent, before the
Insurance Co., the present occupiers. In the big house in
the Square lived Michael Banim, when he was Postmaster
in Kilkenny in the 1850’s, and the Post Office was there too.
It was still called Post Office Square in our childhood.
Michael was brother of the more famous John Banim, and
was himself an author of distinction. He wrote “ Crohoore of
the Bill Hook,” and helped his brother, John, in many of
his later works, and with the “ Tales of the O’Hara Family.”
Michael’s daughter, Mary, wrote very interestingly of
Ireland about 60 years ago, but does not seem to have in
cluded Kilkenny in her studies. Later she and her sister
Matilda lived in Dalkey. Michael and John are buried in
the old St. John’s Cemetery, and some souvenirs of theirs
are in the Tholsel.
Michael’s eldest daughter, Anne,
married a Capt. Vivian.
Later this house was Dr. Morris’s residence, later again
Simon Costelloe’s, and now Mr. Purcell’s, the Dentist.
This house may have housed the clergy of St. Mary’s
Protestant Church before occupancy of the Banims. The
fact of its being a parsonage may explain its secluded
position in the street.
P. M. Egan lived in this last block next William Street,
now occupied by Mr. Mahony. He was a prolific Historian
and Author and was Borough Treasurer in 1886 and was
Mayor of Kilkenny in 1887 and ’88. During his Mayoralty
the plaque was placed on the Market Gate, commemorating
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the site of the old Confederation Parliament. He was a
printer and stationer and printed Healy’s and Hogan’s
Guides to Kilkenny, as well aá his own to Kilkenny and
Waterford. His widow is still living, and his sons and
daughters; and one son, Milo, is carrying on the Literary
tradition on the London stage.
Half of this block, next William Street, in the early
1900’s he let or sold to Daniel Stapleton, the chemist. Mr.
Mahony took over from Mr. Stapleton and eventually
bought the whole block under one occupier again. Mr.
Mahony tells us there is a tradition of an Eating House or
an Inn here in remoter times. Mr. William Clohosey took
over Mr. Egan’s part of this block before Mr. Mahony re
united the whole premises.
There may have been a
Drapery Shop behind Egan’s, looking out in the Square,
and a Hatter’s behind them in William Street.
William Street was once called Bolton’s Lane. We don’t
know when the change of name occurred. Hogan says
William Street was much improved in the early 19th
century. At the top, where Mr. Joe Hehir lives, looking
down to the Tholsel, was the residence of Dr. Robert Cane,
second Catholic Mayor of Kilkenny. Dr. Cane had eleven
children but we know nothing of their history. SmithO’Brien went to appeal to him in this very house, for help
in the Rising of 1848, but Dr. Cane only gave moral help.
He was the donor of the Chandeliers to the Tholsel and the
Castellated Lodge to the Canal. In William Street lived
the Potter family, a name highly esteemed in Kilkenny. The
Citizen Club, which O’Connell must have often graced
with his presence is now the C.Y.M.S. It has a very in
teresting ceiling, full of national emblems, harps,
shamrocks, etc.
The Swan Inn in William Street, Hogan said, was
opposite the Monster House back door. Graves said the site
of this was the back of the Monster House premises.
This a ccou nt w ill be con tin ued in the n ext num ber. C orrection s and
further in form a tion w ill b e w elcom ed.
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