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A Forgotten Kilkenny School
BY MRS. W. J. PH ELAN
A N Y student o f K ilkenny o f a 100 years ago must have
often w ondered about the school at Nore V iew House
and its whereabouts. Advertisem ents appeared in the local
Press from 1840, perhaps earlier, publicising this school and
its training, and gave the name o f its headmaster and owner,
Dr. James St. John, B.A., T.C.D.. LL.D. The number o f its
boarders was not to exceed 12.
The school was built for the purpose for w hich it was
intended, having the R iver Nore in front and playing fields
at the rear. A later advertisem ent describes it as the Fein
aiglian School at Nore V iew , K ilkenny, and the questions
then arose, not m erely w here was it, but what was it.
There w ere still, naturally, many “ Nore V iew s ” in K il
kenny, but none to our know ledge big enough for a school.
The D orm itory was described as a room, large enough to
take 12 boarders. The only Nore V iew House to fit that
description was Nore V iew , Dunbell, and Mr. Walsh, its
owner, was quite definite that it was not there. There had
never been a tradition of a school at Dunbell.
It becam e a kind o f an irritation to find out where this
school was. Mr. W. E. Dobbs, an authority on K ilkenny
schools, was asked, and he was most approachable and help
fu l but had never heard o f it. Mr. Stanley Mosse o f Ben
nettsbridge, whose ancestor, R obert Mosse, appeared among
a list of prize-winners a t the school, could not locate it
either; and a Feinaglian school was som ething unknown to
all, even to the Encyclopaedia Britannica!
Later, Mr. Dobbs sent on some inform ation to his per
sistent enquirer. He was passing through the Library of
the R.D.S. and a bust caught his attention because it repre
sented a man called G regory V on Feinaigle. He got some
inform ation on Feinaigle and found that the latter had run
a very successful school in D ublin from about 1811 to 1819,
and had taught by “ M nem onics and M ethodics.”
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Here Sally Noggin of the “ Irish Press ” comes into the
search. In January, in one o f her articles, she mentioned
A ldburgh House, Dublin, as having been a school called
Luxem bourg and run by a Dr. Von Feinaigle. Maurice Craig,
in his “ D ublin,-’ had more to say about the school there, its
methods and triumphs. A pparently our school in Kilkenny
had been run on similar lines, a m em ory-training establish
ment, a Pelm anistic school 100 years before Pelmanism was
thought of.
It was a relief to know what kind o f a school a Feinaglian
school was, but where it was located was still a mystery. A
directory of K ilkenny, Carlow and W aterford by Shearman
of High St. (in 1839) was rum oured to have an illustration
of both Nore V iew School and K ilkenny College. This
directory was found in t h e National Library, but, alas,
though there was a large advertisement for the Nore V iew
School, the illustration of it had been rem oved. This was
very disappointing and the trail seemed lost forever.
Rev. J. Clohosey then suggested w riting to Dr. F. S.
Bourke, a form er K ilkennym an and a m em ber of the K il
kenny A rchaeological Society, to find out if he knew any
thing of this school, or if he ow ned t h e directory which
m ight have the illustration. Dr. Bourke sent on the D irec
tory im m ediately with m any helpful notes, and, best of all,
the illustration of the school, and a cover of a prize book
of the D ublin L uxem bourg Feinaglian school, with the
student’s name still inside.
Mr. Leo M cAdam s photographed these relics. The school
occupied the premises o f what is now the H om e Rule Club,
situated on John’s Quay. In fact, except that the windows
on the ground floor have now large panes, the exterior is e x 
actly what it was in 1839, when T. Shearman issued the
Directory.
Perm ission was readily granted to see the Home Rule
Club, and its President, Mr. Heffernan, and Caretaker, Mr.
W hite, w ere most helpful. The rooms w ere w ell calculated
to hold a school, and the much vaunted room o f the ad
vertisement, the D orm itory, 40' x 18', is still the same as in
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its first day. On the top, its 5 w indow s face the Nore and
make it m arvellously bright and airy. K ilkenny m arble
m antlepieces are in every room, and they and the beautiful
stone doorw ay w ere probably made by Colles in the mills
o f M addoxtown.
All traditions o f a school here seemed to have disappeared,
but Mr. H effernan rem em bered the late Mr. M ichael Reade
of James’s St. saying that the club had been built as a school
— and surely an intriguing and original kind of a school it
was— with its “'new fangled’’ Feinaiglian methods. “ Built
so close to the Nore as to terrify the parents (no w all then
existed), there is yet no record of any accident."
There is a list o f the prizewinners culled from the local
Press of 1858. Readers w ill readily recognise some o f the
old K ilkenny names:—
Nore V iew House, Collegiate, Boarding and Day
School, K ilkenny. D octor St. John, LL.D., Principal.
D. M cCrone, ex-S.T.C.D., Head Assistant. In K il
kenny Papers o f July 31, 1858, a long advert,
including prize list for half-yearly exam.: Wm.
M oore, H enry M cCreery, James M cCreery, James
Moore, Briscoe, Francis Butler, Jas. H. Courtney,
Ponsonby Purcell, Charles Purcell, Sterling, Wm.
Fitzsimmons, O ’R eilly, Jones, Cane. Corellis (?),
Peter Purcell, R. D. Ricks, R oney, Clibborn, M.
Fitzsimmons, Tidmarsh, Robt. Mosse, A lfred Ricks.
Dr. James St. John, its headmaster, died in 1873. A white
m arble slab to his m em ory is in the North-W est corner o f St.
Canice's Cathedral. The old Com m ercial Club took the
premises in 1892, and in 1907 the Home Rule Club took over
from the Com m ercial Club. Until then, from its inception,
the Home R ule Club had occupied the A rch House in Patrick
Street, now, alas! no more.
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