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A

interesting talk on the history of the old Mountgarret
House, form er seat o f the Butlers, was delivered b y Mr.
E. R. Purdon, Lodge Park, Freshford, at the site o f the
ruins, w hich are situated at the rere o f Lodge Park.
This is the gable-end of the old house which, I under
stand, was built about the year 1595. It was owned by the
Mountgarrets, who possessed numerous other properties in
the district, including castles at U rlingford, Ballyragget,
Clom antagh and Balleen (h alf m ile from here). A t that
time this estate was called Balleen Park (not Lodge Park),
and this house is mentioned as being one o f the largest in
the county. The fact that the house was rated at 35/- in
1664 in respect o f the Hearth Tax verifies this, as it means
that there w ere 18 fireplaces in it.
In order to get things in the right perspective, w e w ill
take a brief look at the local history of that time. On the
death of the 8th Earl o f Orm onde (Pierce Ruadh) in 1542.
the estates and castles o f B allyragget and Balleen fell to
his younger surviving son, w ho becam e 1st Viscount M ount
garret in 1550 and died in 1571. His elder brother. Thomas,
incidentally, had been m urdered ten years before his
father’s death near A harney just outside Lisdowney, when
returning from a conference w ith the Fitzpatricks in B ally
kealy. Until the year 1600, B allyragget Castle was the chief
residence of the M ountgarret fam ily. The 2nd Viscount died
in 1602, and it is likely that, having just built this house, he
spent the last few years o f his life in it. There is a legend
that Balleen Castle was never occupied.
His son, Richard, the 3rd V iscount Mountgarret, pre
ferred Balleen to Ballyragget, and B allyragget Castle was
abandoned till about 1660, when the M ountgarret fam ily re
turned and lived there till 1788. They built Ballyconra
House in 1724, and over the door is an inscription “ This
frontispiece was set up at Balleen b y V iscount M ountgarret
1647 and rem oved by his great-grandson 1724.” Edmund the
6th V iscount was the first to live at Ballyconra. In 1647, a
building adjoining the Castle at Balleen was com m enced
n
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but was never com pleted, possibly ow ing to the unsettled
state o f the country. Richard, the 3rd Viscount, was figuring
very prom inently at this time both as a soldier and politi
cian. W hen the Catholic C onfederacy of K ilkenny w a s
form ed in October, 1642, he was elected President o f the
Suprem e Council. C rom w ell arrived in Dublin in August,
1649; in March, 1650, K ilkenny surrendered, and the Con
federacy was dissolved. V iscount M ountgarret took refuge
in Galway, w here he died two years later.
The Protestant Dean o f Ossory from 1626, till his death
about 1660, was the Revd. Edmund W arren; he was also
Rector o f Aharney. He had two sons, A bel and Edward, both
were officers in C rom w ell's arm y— the form er, aged 30, a
Major, and the latter a Colonel. The Dean had been turned
out o f the R ectory o f A harney by M ountgarret's soldiers in
1641, and his sons appear to have been out to get their own
back with interest. In 1651, M ajor A bel W arren succeeded
in obtaining possession o f this place, and the Colonel of the
Mountgarret Castle in Ballyragget.
In the follow in g year V iscount M ountgarret's son,
Edward, who had been living in U rlingford Castle for 20
years, was arrested and taken before the High Court of
Justice in Dublin, accused o f being connected ten years pre
viously with the m urder in Ballyragget o f some people from
Freshford, though he was believed to have know n nothing
o f the crim e and to have had nothing to do with it; on the
testim ony of M ajor W arren and others he was found guilty
and executed. The M ajor and the C olonel eventually did go
a bit too far, and one o f them met w ith the same fate him 
self. Like m any o f the C rom w ellian officers, they w ere what
in those days w ere term ed “ adventurers.”
M ajor W arren was M ayor o f K ilkenny, 1656/'57, and
M em ber of Parliament, 1661/'63. C rom w ell died September,
1658, and Charles II was proclaim ed K ing: he was anxious
to undo some o f the wrongs o f the Crom w ell regime.
The Duke o f Ormonde, a first cousin of V iscount M ount
garret, was made Lord Lieutenant. M ajor W arren was a
m em ber o f the Committee w hich was form ed to prepare a
Bill o f Settlement, w hich was eventually passed into an Act,
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A num ber o f C rom w ell's officers w ere not satisfied with
what they w ere getting under the Act. They entered into a
plot and w ere determ ined to hold on to all the lands they
had grabbed (at all costs). In addition to M ajor W arren
and six other M .P.'s, the chief conspirators w ere C olonel
W arren, Captain Standf ord and Colonel Thomas Blood, who
afterwards distinguished him self by trying to carry off the
Crow n Jew els from the Tow er of London! Part of the plan
was to surprise D ublin Castle and make a prisoner o f the
Lord Lieutenant, this was to be carried out in May, 1663, but
before then the plot was discovered; several of the prisoners
w ere arrested and C olonel Edward W arren was executed.
The M ajor escaped and a reward o f £100 was offered on
M ay 26th for his apprehension. In N ovem ber, he and the
other six M .P.'s w ere expelled from the House. He died four
years later at the age of 47.

A L L GOOD CITIZENS
Ebenezer Warren, the eldest son from M ajor W arren's
second marriage, became the next ow ner of the estate; he
and the future m em bers of the fam ily w ere all good citizens
and m any of them took prom inent parts in the affairs of
the city and county. Ebenezer was M ayor, 1684/1696, and
was High Sheriff in 1694. He had five sons and seven daugh
ters; three of the sons were educated at K ilkenny College,
and the eldest, Edward, was High Sheriff in 1720 (The year
of his father's death). He was M.P. from 1721 to 1727 and
M ayor three times. A nother son, Algernon, was Mayor,
1736/'37.
F olliott Warren, the elder of Edw ard's tw o sons, was
High Sheriff in 1753, and, finally, in 1861, Edward Lewis
W arren was High Sheriff. He lived here until the end o f the
century, and the place was unoccupied for 45 years until
we came here 54 years ago from Westmeath.
Edward Lew is W arren's father was P ooley A. Warren
. . , W e are told by an inscription on a stone in the bridge
over the river that the bridge was erected by him in Sep
tember, 1831, as he entered Trinity College at the age of 17
in 1823; lie was only 25 when the bridge was built. I have
not found any record of when the present house was built,
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but should think probably it was built about 1700 by Poole y 's father.

Jo h n B o u rk e O 'F la h e rty , C a stle fie ld
A

limestone plaque, bearing a coat-of-arm s and the name,
John Bourke O 'Flaherty, M.P., LL.D., Castlefield, was
found in an outhouse at the rear o f Mr. M. Lanigan's garage
in U pper Patrick Street, Kilkenny, some time ago. The
plaque, circular in shape, is 24 inches in diameter and is
5 inches thick. It is in a very good state of preservation, and
the name and Latin inscription are clearly discernible. It
was discovered w hen Mr. Lanigan was dem olishing a row
o f outhouses. It was not buried, but was on the floor in a
corner. Mrs. Kate Blanchfield, w ho ow ned the buildings
before they w ere acquired by the garage proprietor, has
never seen the plaque before and has no idea how it got
there.
A ccording to Burtchaell's “ M em bers o f Parliament for
the County and City o f K ilkenny,” John Bourke O 'Flaherty
o f Castlefield was son o f Thomas Bourke O 'Flaherty and a
great grandson o f Theobald, sixth V iscount M ayo. His granduncle Theobald, seventh V iscount Mayo, had married Ellis,
afterwards Countess of Bandon, eldest daughter o f James
Agar, 1VI.P, for Gowran. As Castlefield belonged to the Agar
Estates, this explains O 'F iaherty's residence here.
He was M.P. for Callan from 1783 to 1790. In 1789, he
was made LL.D., honoris causa, by Trinity Coilege, Dublin,
lie served as High Sheriff of the county in 1790 and married
m 1793 Elizabeth W heeler Cuffe of Lyrath. The O 'Flaherty
coat-of-arm
`` s is given in M cLysaght's “ Irish Families ” as:
A rgent two lions rampant com batant supporting a dexter
hand couped at the wrists ail gules, in base a boat with
eight oars sabie. Crest a lizard passant ppr. This w ould com 
p ly with the design on the plaque, w hile the fam ily motto,
*'Fortuna f avit fortibus ” (Fortune favours the brave), also
appears on it.
Castlefield House is about three quarters of a mile from
Tullaherin Church along the road parallel to the Dungarvan
road. The Castlefield townland was part of t h e Gowran
Estate.
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