
U pper P atrick S treet

Som e notes o f a Tour conducted  by  P a tr ick  W a lsh .

B U T L E R  H O U S E

U nder lease dated 6th o f  F ebruary , 1832, fo r  32 1/2 years 
from  the 29th o f Septem ber, 1831, H en ry  H artford  to Jam es 
M arquess o f  O rm on d e  the prem ises are d escrib ed  as “  T he 
n e w  sla ted  d w e llin g  h ouse n ow  in  the p ossession  o f  the said 
M arquess.”

T hese  p rem ises w ere  le t  b y  F rances Jane M arch ion ess 
o f  O rm on d e  to D octor  Joh n son  fr o m  the 25th o f  M arch , 1855, 
for the continuance o f the above Lease w hich  w ould be to 
1863. P revious to D octor Johnson the prem ises were oc­
cup ied  by  M r. Law son. D octor Johnson was still in occu pa­
tion in 1867.

U nder a Lease, the date o f  w h ich  I  cannot ascertain 
but think it refers to the period 1800 to 1850, the prem ises 
were let by  Dean Bourke o f Ossory to H en ry  H an ford , 
B u tler  H ouse and the h ouse n o w  o ccu p ie d  b y  D octor  R och e , 
“  M addens H ou se ,”  w ere  d escrib ed  as tw o  n e w  sla ted  houses 
w ith  gardens, etc ., con ta in in g  in  fron t 107 feet and la tely  
held by  B ib b y  H artford .

M ap dated 1757 in  Castle Office shows on ly  one house 
in the p lace o f the present two houses occup ied  by  M rs. 
D u ggan  and D r. R oche. H ow ever when B ib b y  H artford  
m ade his w ill in  1788 he le ft  to h is son H en ry  H artford  
“ M addens H ou se”  and this H en ry  H artford  settled the house 
on his nephew  H en ry  H artford  on the occasion  o f  his m ar­
riage to Charlotte H artford . This property  eventually  
came into the possession o f John Joseph Sm ith. The reason 
this house is known as “ M addens”  H ouse is that at one 
period  it  was occu p ied  by  the R ev . Sam uel M adden.

B utler H ouse lease was bought b y  late R ich a rd  D u ggan  
from  R ebecca  Green .James in 1922. She was w idow o f 
D r. Charles E dw ard Jam es w ho held  a lease from  1899 
from  H en ry  H a rtford  T ynda ll for 31 years. In  1922 B utler
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H ouse was partly  in possession o f D r. Jam es and partly  in 
possession o f  M asonic L odge 642.

M useum  o f K ilk en n y  A rch a eo log ica l Society was situated 
in B utler H ouse for m any years. The m em bers o f the 
B ritish  A ssociation  visited  the M useum  here in  1878. F r. 
M eary, M rs. L angrishe and Jam es R obertson  spoke here to 
the m em bers on that occasion. M r. R obertson , curator o f 
M useum , lived  opposite in  house occup ied  by  the M oynihan 
fa m ily  up to lately .

H ogan  says the old  M ass H ouse o f St. P atrick  looks on 
R ocque M ap as i f  it occu p ied  the site o f the present k itchen 
yard  o f B utler H ouse. This is n ot so, he says. I t  was 
erected in  waste p lace m ade b y  the b lock in g  o f the b lin d  
lane from  A rch er Street to St. P a tr ick ’ s Church. F irst 
Chapel in K ilk en n y  a fter B attle o f  B oyne.

ST. P A T R IC K ’S G ATE

T he gate was or ig in a lly  b u ilt as part o f  the c ity  fo r t i­
fications by  R obert T albot in  the 14th century . In  a docu ­
m ent dated 1626, an entry appears gran tin g  to R ich ard  R othe 
F itzE dw ard , in  con sid era tion  o f  h is b u ild in g  o f  the C astle 
over the gate and also the two towers upon the part o f  the 
w all o f  the said castle fo r  defence o f that part o f  the city , 
the castle over St. P a tr ick ’ s Gate at a rent o f ten sh illings 
per annum . It- was through  th is gate that the P apa l N u n cio , 
John  B aptist R in u cc in i, made h is trium phal entry in to  the 
city . C rom w ell’ s forces breached the nearby w alls but there 
is no record o f their h av in g  attacked the gate. The A rch  
wyas rem oved about 60 years ago. U p  to th is period the 
A rch  H ouse was occup ied  b y  the H om e R u le  C lub. The 
A rch  H ouse was rem oved recently .

A  letter w ritten  b y  M r. M artin  O ’ C arroll, form erly  o f 
P a tr ick  S treet, states that the A rqh  w as a rea l gath erin g  
place for the lads from  L ou gh b oy , K ells  R oa d , A sy lu m  Lane, 
Jacob  Street, etc. W h e n  the H om e R u le  C lub occupied 
the b u ild in g , m any successfu l concerts were held  in the large 
card-room  over the A rch  under the late M ich ael L enn on ’ s 
capable d irection . Sp lend id  program m es o f choral and in ­
strum ental m usic were th orou gh ly  en joyed . The perform ­
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ers, accord in g  to M r. O ’ C arroll, in c lu d ed : W il l ie  R ya n ,
Frank C orry, John W h ite , M ich ael W h ite , P at H ennessy, 
John  N orm an, B ob N orw ood , P ad dy  M oore, H en ry  H ether­
in gton , the w riter ’ s father, and m any others. The dram atic 
class o f  the C lub also rehearsed in  th is old  b u ild in g . A m on g  
the prin cip a l players were John  H ick ey , John  and N ed 
K enna, B ill O ’ C onnell, L arry  and B ill  B erg in , M ike V aughan  
J im  C arolan  and T o m  C arroll. M ost o f  the organ is in g  w o rk  
was carried out b y  M ich ael D unne and T . W . O ’ H anrahan. 
G o o d  b illia rds  m atches w e re  h e ld  and  m asters o f  the cu e  at 
that tim e w ere  Jam es W aide, M att K argan , P at C orcoran , 
B ill D eegan , B ob  N orw ood , P at K iern an , M ik e  D ow lin g , 
W att; T ro y  and J im  B ryant. B ut th e  best o f  a ll the c lu b ’s 
soc ia l a ctiv ities  w ere  the S u m m er excu rsion s  that le ft  the 
A rch  fo r  W ood stock .

ST . P A T R I C K ’ S C H U R C H Y A R D
B ishop R oth e writes that the C hurch o f  St. P atrick  was 

first known as the C hurch o f St. M a ry ’ s o f D onoghm ore, and 
there is no doubt, says Canon C arrigan , that St. P a trick ’ s is 
the D onoghm ore o f M agh  R a igh n a , m entioned in the life  
o f St. Canice and w h ich  was the seat o f an im portant m on­
astery previous to the year 600. I t  is probable, too, that it 
is the M artarteach, the C hurch o f  the R e lics , m entioned in 
the li fe  o f St. P atrick . In the T ripartite  L ife  o f  St. P atrick  
it states that “ P atrick  cam e into Ossory and founded  churches 
there in  a p lace where M artarteach is this day in M agh  
R a ig h n a .”  F rom  the year 600 to about 930, there are on ly  
casual references to St. P a tr ick ’ s, p robab ly  due to the 
D anish  in cu rsion s and in ternal strife , bu t about 927, w h en  
D onagh  I  ascended the throne o f Ossory, we find num erous 
references to St. P a trick ’ s and its evironm ents. D onagh  
was a wise ru ler, just and generous. H e was the founder 
o f  the M cG io lla  P h ad ra ig  dyn asty  and his descendants ru led  
in  Ossory until they were banished b y  the N orm an invaders.

D onagh  was also P atron  o f a charitable institution  
known as M ir M ichael w h ich  was founded  by  St. P atrick  
and Queen L aoghaire . I t  was this D onagh  who p laced  his 
house and fa m ily  under the patronage o f St. P atrick  and
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ch a n ged  the fa m ily  nam e to that o f  M cG io lla  P hadraig , 
th at is, a servant or fo llow er o f P atrick . The nam e M c­
G io lla  Phadraig- is know n to-day  in  its E ng lish  form  as F itz ­
p a tr ic k. A b o u t 1202, a fter  D on a ld  D ubh , the last o f  the 
M cG io lla  P hadraigs had been banished by  M cM u rrou gh , we 
find the ben efice  in  the possession  o f  E arl M arshall, w h o  had 
su cceed ed  to the p rop erty  b y  his m arriage  to S tro n g b o w ’s 
heiress. T h e  ch u rch  o f  St. P a tr ick ’s w as the ch u rch  o f  the 
fortress  and th a  ow n e r  o f  the castle  ex erc ised  a degree  o f 
la y  con tro l o v e r  the ch urch . L a ter  w e  find the E arl 
ex ch a n g in g  w ith  the B ish op  o f O ssory  the p atron age o f  the 
C h u rch  o f  A g h a b oe  and  a ll the o th er ch u rch es o f  that p la ce  
fo r  the p a tron age  o f  the C hu rch es o f  B lessed  M ary  o f  
K ilk e n n y  and St. P a tr ick ’s o f  D on ogh m ore .

In  an inqu isition  held  in the new T holsel in A p r il, 
1628, a certain  Jac M artin  was in  possession o f a p lot o f 
land  near the cem etery o f St. P a trick ’ s w hich  he held from  
the D ean o f St. C anice ’ s, then resid ing  a t1 his m anor o f 
D onoghm ore, then known as the Castle o f D onoghm ore. H is 
residence is also described in  docum ents o f the 17th century 
as the D ean ’ s Castle o f D onoghm ore. The area was also 
know n as D ean ’ s ground and D eansby. The castle stood 
w ith in  the grounds o f St. Joseph ’ s. D u rin g  the C rom w ellian 
wars, this church  was seized b y  the C rom w ellian  forces who 
m anned guns on. the tow er or roo f to breach the nearby town 
w alls. There was a church  erected here, probab ly  the first 
to be erected a fter the B attle o f the B oyn e. P revious to 
the year 1782, the church  was taken dow n. In  this year 
F ath er Joseph Clarke leased a p lot o f land from  M iss M ar­
garet O ’S hea  o f  D u b lin  fo r  the sum  o f ten  pou n ds per 
annum . M r. W a lte r  B utler, then de jure 16th E arl o f 
Ossory, in  consideration  o f his be in g  leased a portion  o f the 
p lot to square and en large his garden agreed to pay F r. 
Clarke double the rent and to lease h im  a portion  o f ground 
n earby to erect a C hurch , d w elling , etc. The erection  o f 
the church  was com m enced in N ovem ber, 1781 and com ­
pleted  in  M arch , 1782. M r. B utler was a generous bene­
factor o f the p ro ject. F orm erly  there was a pathw ay lead­
in g  from  A rch er Street to the old  Church through  the
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graveyard , but during- the adm inistration  o f F r . H ayden, 
it  w as con tin u ed  to U p p er P a tr ick  S treet and is n ow  k n ow n  
as F ather H a y d en ’ s R oad . T he old  pathw ay through  the 
churchyard  was closed.

In  the graveyard there are m any old  tom bs and altar 
slabs, the oldest be in g  one w ith  an in scrip tion , “ H ere lies 
W illia m , son o f S im on, w ho died A .D . 1292 .”  (translation ). 
A nother bears the in scr ip tion : “ A llen  L ov e l lies h ere ; God 
on his soul have m ercy. A m en .”  in incised  L om bard ic 
characters. T his is also a 13th century tom b There is a 
large tom b bearin g  the A rcher coat o f  arms and a panelled 
slab b e lon g in g  to it is bu ilt into one o f  the w alls in the 
C hurchyard. The tom b is dated 1580. The base o f a w ay­
side Cross, con ta in ing  the arms o f P u rce ll and Cantw ell 
marks the grave o f E dm ond P u rce ll w ho was k illed  b y  S ir 
Edm ond B lan chv ille  at B a lly foy le . The date on the base 
o f  the cross is 1625.

Books of Kilkenny Interest
D u rin g  the year a fe w  book s  o f  lo ca l in terest h ave  

appeared . “ Inns and T a v ern s o f  O ld  K ilk e n n y ,”  b y  M ay 
Sparks, is an a ttra ctiv e ly  p rod u ced  p am p h let w ith  p len ty  
o f  in form a tion  and costin g  o n ly  s ixp en ce . “  R om a n tic  
S lieven a m a n ,”  b y  Jam es M aher, a b o o k  o f  a lm ost 300 pages, 
con ta in s a v a r ied  c o lle c t io n  o f  a rticles  d ea lin g  w ith  S ou th - 
East T ip p era ry  and esp ec ia lly  w ith  C harles K ick h a m  and 
M u llin ahon e. A ll this reg ion  has c lo se  associations w ith  
K ilk en n y .

I sh ou ld  lik e  to rem ind  readers again  o f  tw o  b ook s  
w h ich  appeared  in  1953 : W . J. P ilsw o rth ’s H isto ry  o f  
T h om astow n  and D istrict, and O w en  O ’K e l ly ’s C ois F eo ir e  
(P la cen a m es o f  Co. K ilk e n n y ).
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