
Par lia m e n t Street 1974
A n n a  De Lou g h r e y

ON the completion of High Street the English colonists 
discovered it was impossible to accommodate the rapidly 

increasing num bers of their fellow adventurers who constantly 
requested admission into this community.

The founders of the town applied to the E arl Mareschal 
for permission to extend the foundations over the vacant space 
extending from  the end of Jam es' Street to where was later 
known as the W atergate. This piece of ground was the property 
of the Church and was attached to the Cathedral lands and 
held in trust by Bishop De Rous. The E arl M areschal applied 
to the Bishop to  give permission to the colonists to construct 
buildings over the unoccupied space.

T he Bishop agreed to grant the land from C ottrell's Bridge 
to St. K yran's Well on condition the E arl and his successors 
pay to the Bishop and his successors 4 ozs of gold annually. 
The Rev. Mr. Graves tells us the charter between the Bishop 
and the Earl is preserved in the “ White Book of Ossory ” 
amongst the Clarendon manuscripts.

The street was added to the hightown at some date between 
A.D. 1202 and 1218 and was built with the same design for 
protection, having a bottle neck at both ends. Two public 
buildings were erected on the brow of the road leading from 
Cottrell's Bridge at the rear of w hat was later the W atergate 
to St. K yran ' s Well in K ieran Street. These buildings were St. 
Francis Abbey and G race's Castle.

The land thus obtained became the street known as the 
Coal M arket, so called because it became the public m art for 
the sale of coal brought in from the Castlecomer mines. Later 
it becam e known as Parliam ent Street as we know it to-day.

V.G. SUPERM ARKET :
This was one of K ilkenny' s oldest houses. Tradition has it 

that it was built by a Duke of Ormonde for one of his favourite 
ladies. U ntil the closing of Stallards a placque set in the wall 
of the hallway bore the Arms of the Shee family impaling 
those of Archer. The date was 1580 with a Latin  inscription 
of which the translation is “ Teach me to do Thy will, O L ord.” 
In the main bedroom  over the halldoor was a stained glass 
window at which a priest stood during the '98 rebellion to 
give Absolution to the men being hanged outside the Courthouse. 
This window is now an exhibit at Rothe House. The dwelling

JAMES' STREET SIDE
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house was large and rambling with a passage leading to 
Sullivan' s Brewery in Jam es' Sconce. In 1964, M r. Niall 
S tallard sold the premises to M r. Francis M cGuinness, Wolfe 
Tone Street, who demolished it and built a supermarket on the 
site. In the survey taken in 1850 three shops stood here, later 
numbered 1, 2, 3, the existing numbers. We will now take a 
look at the houses and see what is known about the people 
who once occupied them. M any names are to be found but 
alas, it is not always possible to find their location. Most 
commence 1850 when the first survey was taken.

No. 1 :
1850: Bart Butler, flour dealer. 1860: John Wedlock, 

baker and flour dealer. 1896 : John Duggan, baker. He was 
brother to Mr. R. Duggan, M onster House. His wife was Miss 
Purtill from the provision shop Purtill and Kenny, lower down 
the street. Mrs. Duggan' s sister m arried Mr. Philip Clohosey, 
also Parliam ent Street. 1903 : George Stallard, owner of the 
premises used it as a store. 1906 : Singer Sewing M achine Co. 
1914 : The families of Stallard and De Loughry opened a cinema 
here, registered Kilkenny Cinema Co. The shares were held on 
a 50— 50 basis and could not be sold to anyone outside the 
two families. George Stallard and Peter De Loughry were directors 
and Thomas Stallard was appointed manager. James Muldowney 
was first operator; Messrs. Loughm an, Larkin and Brennan 
were also employed. Some years later the cinema was found 
to -be too small and Peter De Loughry, who was serving in 
the Senate with Senator The Countess of Desart, was instrumental 
in securing from her a lease of Kilkenny Theatre to which the 
company transferred.

No. 2 :
1839 to 1850: J. Cody and Bart Butler, coal, timber and 

corn merchants, followed by Thom as Cody and Ann Cody. 
1864: W illiam M eighan, spirit merchant. 1874: M artin
Morrissey. 1877 : George Stallard took over from his step
brother, Mr. O 'Reilly, a  prosperous fruit and vegetable business. 
He was then living in the house in Blackmill Street where James 
Stephens had lived and his eldest son, Thomas, was born there. 
A m em ber of Kilkenny Corporation, his family were closely 
identified with the national movement and civic life of the city. 
His daughters were members of Cum m an na mBan. His son 
Thom as and grandson Sean were also members of Kilkenny 
Corporation.

No. 3 :
1850 : John Hogan. 1864 : Bridget Stallard, fruiterer. 1874 : 

George Stallard made Nos. 2 and 3 into one shop. A  room
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leading from No. 2 to No. 3 had a huge fireplace which held 
six men “ on the r u n ” during 1916.

No. 4 (Insurance Office): .
1850 to 1861 : R ichard Walsh. 1864 : Jam es Dunne, grocer. 

1897 : “Kilkenny People” commenced publishing here. Occupants 
are given as P. J. O 'Keeffe and E. T. Keane. O ur esteemed 
member, Mrs. C. Aylward, is daughter of P. J. O 'Keeffe, who 
was M ayor of the city. Present owner M r. John K. Keane, 
grandnephew of E. T. Keane. 1910 : M r. E. J. Delehanty, also 
of H igh Street, had a confectionery business here. H is son, 
James, well known in literary circles, was born in this house. 
1918 : Miss M ullins, sister-in-law to E. J. Delehanty, took over 
the confectionery business. She was a mem ber of the well known 
family of M ullins, D oninga, and later became Mrs. Kavanagh. 
Next tenant was Anthony Fitzpatrick, confectionery.

No. 5 :
1861 : R ice M eredith, of whom I am  unable to obtain any 

information. 1870: James Doyle, provision merchant. 1901: 
In tenancy of E. J. Delehanty, Nos. 4 and 5 were joined and 
had same tenants until purchased by Mr. James Kearney when 
shop portions were set to two insurance companies.

No. 6 (Powers, Turf Accountants) :
1850 : Patrick Casey, hardware, turners, matches, blacking, 

lamps, oil, etc. 1895 : Philip Clohosey, who had been employed 
at David Cody's, took the premises. In order to obtain a licence 
he had first to prove three days residence. He later moved 
with his family to John Street, still retaining this shop which 
was subsequently given on m arriage to his son, W illiam, who 
now lives in the house overhead. H is son, Fr. Joseph Clohosey, 
was President of K.A.S. R ichard Power, T urf Accountant, of 
W aterford, present tenant o f shop.

No. 7 (Irish Permanent Assurance):
1850 : Occupied by Kilkenny L ibrary Society from a bequest 

of M r. Evans of £100 per annum. Chairm an, P. J. Dillon; 
Treasurer, Louis Kincella. 1858 : Chief Constable 's Office 
shared house with Louis Kincella. 1897 : The Irish Foresters 
Club, which later moved to King Street. 1901 : N ational Club. 
1905 : City Trades Technical School, H eadm aster Mr. Philips. 
O ther teachers were M r. G ibb and M r. M ichael O 'Neill. This 
school became incorporated in the same building as the 
Commercial School on the Ormonde R oad  and in 1947 was 
purchased by Bishop Collier as H eadquarters for St. Vincent 
De Paul Society. The first meeting was held in 1948 and it was 
nam ed O zanam  House. 1973 : The house was sold to First 
N ational Insurance Co. who did a splendid job of restoration,
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No. 8 (Moore's ) :
1850 to 1892 : Occupied by the Nowlan family, publicans 

and grocers. The late Mrs. Carrigan, wife of well known 
publican of The Parade, was a m em ber of the Nowlan family. 
1913 : James D unne, grocer. 1920 : Miss Kenny, who m arried 
Mr. M ichael M oore, Ballyouskill. M ichael M oore was a Peace 
Commissioner and Hon. Secretary of G.A.A. H e was brother 
of Tom m y M oore, the well known D ublin publican. H is son, 
Liam , who m arried a niece of Bishop Collier, now carries on 
a successful drapery business here. The yard between Ozanam 
House and M oore's is Jesuit Lane which opens on to Sullivan's 
Brewery in Tilbury Place. The remains of fine im portant 
buildings are to be seen at the rear of M oore' s house. Store 
in the yard of No. 8 was occupied up to  1919. 1850 : Thom as
M urphy. 1858 : John Moss. 1864 : Ed. Em ithwick, M ayor 1844. 
1895: Elizabeth Sullivan. Lessor: John Potter, M ayor 1853.
No. 9 (K. Walsh) :

1850 : John Sweetman, grocer. 1864 : Patrick Davis, grocer. 
Mrs. Davis was aunt to the Kelly family, Coachbuilders, 
Irishtown. Patrick Davis fought in the American Civil War. 
1891 : Jam es D oran, grocer. 1915 : Joseph Clarke. 1917 : 
M artin Walsh took the premises, having at that time a choice 
of three shops in the street. His family originated from Dunmore 
where several tombstones to his family may be seen in the
churchyard. A  thriving business is presently carried on by his 
daughter, Kathleen, our esteemed member. Like many other 
premises on this side of the street, the basem ent of this house 
was set to different tenants. These quarters were usually tea 
rooms or eating houses. Names of those who occupied the
basement here are —  1850 : Bridget Kelly. 1858 : John
Sweetman, Patrick Q uinlan, Bridget M cEvoy, M ary M cGrath. 
Lessors : Mrs. M ary Colles, John Tyndan.
No. 10 (Dennis Lennon) :

1850: John Breen. 1858 : John Potter. L ater Patrick
O 'Shea & Sons had an extensive bacon factory here in 1884.
An advertisement in Bassetts Guide states : “ The bacon factory 
has been here a quarter of a century. The styes are big enough 
to contain 300 pigs and are often full. H am s and lards sent 
to English and Scottish m arkets.” Mr. P. J. O 'Connell founder 
of the business carried on by his grandson. Patrick Dore learned 
his trade in O 'Shea's. O 'H anrahan  Bros, purchased the premises 
from the Misses O 'Shea. A lready established in Irishtown, seven 
brothers O 'H anrahan had come to Kilkenny from Mitchelstown, 
Co. Cork, to take over the business here of their uncle, Mr. 
Kenny, who was a butter buyer on a very large scale. They 
extended into the bacon trade and were known all over the 
South of Ireland. The house was then set to Byrne & Nolan
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who converted it into a drapery business. M r. N olan had been 
m anager of the M onster House; his wife, Miss Byrne, had also 
been employed there. 1919 ; Messrs. Downey & Lennon were 
occupants. M r. Downey withdrew after some time and Nicholas 
Lennon, a native of Threecastles, carried on. H is son, Denis, 
now resides and has business here.

No. 11 (McCreery's Store) :
1824 : John Potter, linen and woollen merchant. 1874 : 

David Cody, grocer and licensed premises. The fine yard here 
was used by the customers to stable horses and carts while 
shopping. Dave Cody' s was a household word amongst the local 
farmers. One daughter is Mrs. William Kenealy, Kilkenny 
Journal. Messrs. M cCreery' s furniture store now here.

No. 12 (McCreery's Furniture) :
1850: Owen C. O 'Callaghan, tallow chandler and soap 

m aker. 1861 : Peter O 'Callaghan. The O 'Callaghans were 
related to the murdered Lord M ayor of Limerick. 1870 : Thomas 
Purtill and Nicholas Kenny, grocers and licensed premises. 
Nicholas was cousin to Nicholas Kenny, draper, High Street and 
Parade House, and also to James Hughes, Parliam ent Street. 
M r. M urphy, father of Mrs. Fitzgerald Junr., later lived here for 
some time. H is widow has a drapery shop in John Street. On 
his death the house was sold to  Patrick Piert, bro ther of Thomas 
Piert, draper, Rose Inn Street. Now M cCreery' s furniture store. 
The front of the house was completely altered by McCreerys. 
The McCreery family have always been prominent in the life 
of the city. In  Pigotts Directory, 1824, Jam es M cCreery, 
Secretary to the G rand Jury  for the City of Kilkenny, is listed 
amongst the gentry. Bassetts Guide, 1884, carries an advertise
m ent for M cCreery Bros., Auctioneers, House, Land and 
Insurance Agents, C ourt House. The late Mr. Charles M cCreery 
opened his office in Parliam ent Street and later his furniture shop 
and a branch in Clonmel. His three sons carry on the business.

No. 13 (Hibernian B ar):
1850 : Mrs. H. G rant and J. Burke. 1858 ; M ichael Timmons. 

1870 : Patrick Stapleton. 1872 : Patrick Hoyne, M ayor 1902— 
1903, carried on a grocery and publican's shop. H e was a great 
N ationalist and was the first M ayor to exercise his right to sit 
on the bench at the District Court. 1874 ; The house was set 
in part to John P. H artford and Rev. R ichard Deverill, Diocesan 
C urate S,C. 1914; W orkmans Club. 1917 : James H anlon, 
mem ber of the family of H anlon 's Hotel in Rose Inn Street. 
His son is Fr. O 'H anlon, C.C. H is second wife was Miss Buggy, 
niece of M. J. Buggy, Solicitor, Parliam ent Street. M r. O 'H anlon 
retired and the next tenant named the house “ The Shamrock 
B ar.” H e sold to M r. McAuley, A thy, and now has a shop in
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Rose Inn Street. The next occupant was Mrs. Thom as Foley, 
who changed the name to the “ H ibernian B ar.” Mrs. Foley 
is daughter of the well known business m erchant, Mr. Cleere, 
V icar StrLet. L esso rs: Thom as Vales, H onoria Grant.
No. 14 (Eagle In n ):

This is described in Sparks and Bligh Guide as the oldest 
standing house in Kilkenny. Founded in 1768, until recent years 
it had carried on without interruption as a hostel. Held in 1850 
by William Delaney and later in 1874 by his widow. 1902 : 
A nnie Godfrey. 1917: Ed. Dunphy and by his widow who 
m arried Mr. Hayes. A fter the death of Mr. Hayes, his widow 
set the portion fronting the street to Mr. W all, turf accountant. 
Mrs. H ayes' niece, Mrs. John Holohan, inherited the house and 
sold to Mr. G arvan who has a furniture business in portion of 
the premises in Evans Lane. The cellar underneath No. 14 was 
set. 1850: John W helan. 1858: Vacant. 1861: Richard
Quigley. 1864 : Bridget Power. 1902 : Incorporated with
upstair. L esso rs: I te r .  George Evans. The Evans endowed an 
alms house and a trust fund. They were related by m arriage 
to the Bibbys.
No. 15 (Rothe H ou se):

The story of the medieval house has been ably told by 
Katherine Lanigan in her booklet. A fter the fall of the great 
family of Rothe the house remained an empty shell for many 
years. Mr. W illoughby, jeweller, bought the premises and a 
shop front was erected on either side of the arch. On the Eagle 
Inn side — 1850 : Vacant. 1858 : Bridget McEvoy. 1861 : M ary 
Gorman. 1876 : Thom as Bergin. 1900 : Kilkenny Archaeological 
Society. 1917 : J. & T. Butler. 1936 : John Delaney, followed 
by Thomas Butler and Pierce Campion, who was the last tenant 
of the shop fronting the street. On the restoration of Rothe 
House in 1966 by Kilkenny Archaeological Society the Irish 
Tourist Office was established here and the present tenant is 
R udolph Heltzel, gold and silversmith. The archway here was 
for some years known as W olfe's Arch. In Bassetts Guide, 1884, 
we find an advertisement for R ichard De Loughry, Ironfounder, 
W olfe's Arch. On his return from Am erica, whence he had been 
deported during the Fenian Rising, R ichard De Loughry lived 
in the middle house where three of his children, E lizabeth, Peter 
and David, were born. His foundry was in the upper courtyard. 
A  great man for cock fighting, the courtyard was the scene of 
many an epic battle. Badger baiting, a very cruel sport, was 
also indulged here. 1897: Tim othy O 'H anrahan purchased 
Rothe House from Mr. W illoughby and restored the middle 
house which he gave to the Gaelic League for the purpose of 
teaching Irish, as evidenced by the slab on the house in the 
yard dated 1897.
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No. 16 (Brennan's ) :
1850: Thom as Howard. 1874: W illiam M ulrooney,

m erchant tailor. H e was grandfather of the M ulrooney family, 
sweet shop, R ose Inn Street, and the Buckley family, late of 
Tilbury Place. 1858 : Patrick Langton, oil shop. Next, John 
Allen, later of Friary Street, who had a plumbing business, 
bicycles, etc. During John A llen's tenancy a fire occurred which 
caused extensive damage. Michael Hickey, butcher, was next. 
He was uncle of Miss P at Hickey and M rs. Doherty, Parliam ent 
Street. T. J. O 'H anrahan next carried on the butcher' s shop 
(M ayor 1931-32), followed by Mr. H am ell, pork butcher. Present 
occupant M r. John Brennan, pork butcher, Carlow. Cellar of 
house — 1850: M artin Shortall. 1858: William Hogan. 1876: 
Joins upper part.

No. 17 (Murtagh) :
1850: W alter Walsh. 1858 : Patrick Shea. 1871 : Nicholas 

Kenny. 1900 : John Allen. 1909 : Committee of Trades Union. 
1910: Miss W alsh, confectioner. 1913 : Thom as Crotty for 
M artin Crotty, solicitor. M artin Crotty was the first solicitor 
in the county to secure his Doctorate in Law. He was appointed 
State Solicitor during the Presidency of William Cosgrave. In 
1917 he moved his office upstairs and Mrs. Thom as Tracey, 
whose husband was imprisoned for political activities, carried 
on a drapery business. They were the parents of Messrs. Tracey, 
garage, Irishtown. Next tenant was Mr. Ryan, chemist, followed 
by M r. John Curran, chemist, and present occupant, Mr. John 
M urtagh. During recent renovations by John M urtagh many 
interesting features were uncovered, including what seemed to be 
a stairway into Rothe House.

New Building L a n e:
Nam ed from John R othe 's new building, Third House, in 

Rothe House Yard.

No. 18 (Elltone Cleaners) :
1850: Vacant. 1858: Michael Brophy, T.C., had a bakery 

business known as the “ Im perial Bakery.” 1874 : Jam es Hearne, 
baker; he was grandfather of Mr. Jack H yland, Shellumsrath. 
1895 : R ichard De Loughry moved in from Rothe House. 1907 : 
John De Loughry, grandfather of present John De Loughry, 
Butts Green. 1908 : Peter De Loughry, perhaps the best known 
member of the family. Active in the N ational movement since 
his earliest years, he served terms of im prisonm ent in Kilkenny, 
M ountjoy, W andsworth and  Lincoln Jails, where he cut 
the famous key. H e was the first man held as hostage 
when he was taken to the dungeons of W oodstock House. 
An A lderm an, seven times M ayor of his city, member 
of Seanad and Dail E ireann at the time of his death.
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His younger brother, Larry, was with M ichael Collins' 
flying column. H e was well known in theatrical circles, as was 
his brother, David. Their sister E lizabeth 's husband, Henry 
M angan, as Dublin City M anager, was in 10 Downing Street for 
the signing of the Treaty. 1966 : R ichard, eldest son of Peter, 
took up residence. He served with the Defence Forces during 
the war, was instrum ental in naming James Stephens Barracks 
and releasing Stephens Fund to Swimming Pool. 1973 : House 
came to me, his widow. Shop portion set to Anthony Teehan, 
dry cleaner. M ember of the Shipton family and nephew of Mrs. 
John De Loughry, Butts Green.

No. 19 (Peter Bull) :
1850 : Joseph Em pson, baker. He was a M agistrate and 

m ember of the Board of Guardians. 1874 : John Brett, baker. 
1901 : Ellen Brett. 1919 : Purchased by Peter De Loughry, shop 
connected with No. 18. Upstairs set to Sinn Fein Headquarters. 
1931 : W alter Smithwick of Kilcreene Lodge, mem ber of the 
well known family who were owners of Smithwicks Brewery, 
commenced practice here as solicitor. He later moved to High 
Street and the family of Dónal M ac Amhlaigh came to live here. 
1943 : Thom as De Loughry, second son of Peter, took up 
residence. H e was Alderm an and M ayor of the city 1948-'49. 
Present tenant of the shop, Peter Bull.

No. 20 (Doherty's ) :
1850: R ichard Delaney. 1858: R. Rowe. 1860: Michael 

Byrne. 1864 : James Phelan. 1874 : M ichael and William 
O 'Neill. 1908 : Upstairs, Ellen Brett; shop, Kilkenny Gas
Lessees. Next tenants were Burke & Bergin, boot and shoe shop. 
The Bergin family, of which Mr. Toddy and Miss N an Bergin 
are members, lived in the house portion and Mrs. Bergin's 
brother-in-law, M r. Ed. Burke, conducted the boot and shoe 
business. Present occupants, Messrs. Doherty, plumbers.

No. 21 (Carey's ) :
1850: James Disney. 1858: Byrne & O 'Neill, furniture 

stores. Miss Cissie O 'Neill was the last of the family in the 
business. Next, Mrs. M urphy, fish and chip shop. Present 
occupant Augustus Carey, veterinary representative. Mrs. Carey 
conducts a hairdressing salon.

No. 22 (Crotty's Store):
This is the site of the Tem perance Inn, which was a well 

known hostel. According to the records it was held from 1850, 
probably prior to this, to 1874 by the Sullivan family. 1874 : 
Rev. Tobias Walsh. 1900 : The portion fronting the street was 
a stationer's shop doing a big business in supplying school books 
to teachers, the tenant was Mary A. Power. 1918 : M argaret
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M cGlade was in charge, followed by K athleen Bourke in 1928. 
The last person to carry on the business was Miss Egan. On 
her death the property was purchased by Messrs. Crotty, bakers, 
in 1966 and converted into a garage for bread vans.

No. 23 (Crotty's ) :
1850: Henry Bibby, attorney. 1870: John Kanavagh.

1872 : M artin Crotty, baker, commenced business here. One of 
his sons was the well known Dom inican sent at the request of 
R oger Casem ent as Chaplain to the Irish P.O.W .'s in Germany. 
H is son, Thom as, inherited the business and rebuilt it in 1900, 
taking in part of Fenton' s next door. The contractors were Messrs. 
Carbury, Athy. One daughter m arried Sir Cornelius Gregg. The 
business passed to his son, R aym ond, who was M ayor 1939-'42. 
A nother, Patrick, was M ayor 1945-'47 and mem ber of Dail
E ireann and Parliam entary Secretary. His granson, Kieran, was 
M ayor 1971-72.
Present owners : Thom as and M artin Crotty.

No. 24 (Part of Crotty's) :
1850: Thom as Walsh. 1872: John Connolly. 1874 : 

R ichard Duntje. 1876 : David Fenton. 1901 : Joins Crotty ' s 
cellar : John M ackin, E lizabeth Mulhall.

No. 25 (Conway's) :
1850: Joseph M cDonnell, grocer. 1864/'96 : David Fenton, 

grocer, M ayor 1890. 1902: William Phelan. 1915: Mary Ann
Delaney, sister to  Mr. P. Clohosey. Mr. Delaney owned Mill 
on the Quay, later to be W alsh' s. Next tenant R obert Hume. 
1931 : K ieran Conway, who had been at M. J. Brennan' s, 
commenced the business now carried on by his son, William.

Abbey Street:
Also known as Lee' s Lane and Trinity Street from the 

Dominican Church of the Holy Trinity.

No. 26:
Prior to reconstruction in 1973 a slab on the front of the 

house stated Established 1829. M artin Byrne was here in 1850 
and possibly was the founder. 1858 : M ichael Allen, grandfather 
of Michael Brennan, W atergate. 1864/'72 : Richard and Catherine 
Birch, whose daughter m arried Jam es H arte, solicitor. Mrs. Birch 
had as second husband Thom as Grace, to  whom she had a 
stained glass window erected in the Black Abbey. The business
passed to her son, Thom as Grace. An advertisement in 1884
on behalf of Thom as G race offers whiskey a t 18/- and 21/- per
gallon. On his death Messrs. Heslin & M aher took over in 1937.
Next came Mr. Brennan, present occupant.



PARLIAMENT STREET 185

No. 27 (Alexis Fitzgerald):
1850: Joseph Empson, who lived at No. 19, had a boot and 

shoe store. 1858 : Jam es Douglas, for whom we find an 
advertisement for a m onster circulating library and stationery. 
Jam es Douglas was also related to M ichael Brennan, W atergate. 
1864/1937 : The old established family of Bibby were here. They 
had many interests in the city in the business and professional 
world. They owned a woollen mill at Greensbridge. One Bibby 
was an author, and the last in the m ale line was the patriot 
Franciscan, Fr. Albert. Miss Agnes Bibby presented many 
valuable exhibits to R othe House, including a portrait of the 
first of the family to settle here. 1937 : Sergeant Young, retired 
G arda, purchased the premises for sweet and cigarette business, 
followed by Sergeant M cCarthy in same business. On his death, 
Mr. M uloair, jeweller, took over, and presently Alexis Fitzgerald, 
auctioneer.

No. 28 :
1850 : Vacant. 1858 : Henry Kealy, clothes dealer. 1860 : 

W illiam Kerwick. 1864 : Daniel M urphy. 1877/'99 : M artin 
and Johanna Leahy, grocery and bar. These were the family of 
our member, Miss G retta Leahy, B ishop's Hill. One of them 
was a gifted artist, samples of his work are to be seen in local 
houses. 1906 : Michael Byrne, bar and grocery. 1921 : John 
Buggy, uncle of the Byrne children, one of whom is now Mrs. 
Tallent, present occupant.

No. 29 (Sportsmans Inn) :
1850: John Ryan, publican. 1860: Ed. Campion. 1870: 

Elizabeth Douglas, earthenware and marine store. 1874 : William 
H. Parker. 1893 : R ichard M cG rath, publican. His grand
daughter is Miss M argaret Tynan, who was first Lady M ayor 
of Kilkenny. A fter the M cG rath family it became the Sportsmans 
Inn, owned by Mr. O 'Dwyer.

No. 30 (Phelan's) :
1850: Patrick Cormack. 1864: James Duggan. 1877: 

Thom as Phelan, licensed premises. 1910: John Phelan, whose 
family presently carry on the business.

OPPOSITE SIDE

No. 31 (H ughes):
The Hughes family are the longest resident in the street. 

Prior to 1870 they lived on the opposite side in what is now 
the Abbey Tavern and the great-grandfather of the Misses Hughes 
was custodian of the key of the city gate. 1850: No. 31 was 
the site of two houses occupied by Judith M cAlister and Thom as 
Brown. 1858 : M ichael Beckett and James Dowling. 1873 :
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Thom as Hughes began building the present house. A  fine 
business was carried on here in m etalcraft and also a hardw are 
store.

No. 32 (Savoy Cinem a):
1850 : W illiam. Jones, architect and tim ber merchant. 1858 : 

John Green. 1866: Vacant. 1872: A. S. Jones, veterinary 
surgeon. 1891 : Copley, grocer, O 'Keeffes. 1910 : M. J. Brennan, 
grocer, whose wife was Miss Furniss of Patrick Street. K ieran 
Conway served his apprenticeship here. Next tenant was Mrs. 
Ayres, widow of M r. James Ayres of St. K ieran Street, and 
after that the premises were bought by Messrs. French & Walsh, 
W exford, who demolished it and built the Savoy Cinema, 
retaining the licence.

No. 33 :
U p until 1932 two houses stood on this vacant lot, now 

the property of Smithwick's Brewery. 1850 : No. 33 was occupied 
by James Burnham , Esq. 1858 : R ichard Burnham , tim ber 
merchant. 1866 : Michael Jeffares. 1867 : John Walsh. 1891 : 
W illiam Brennan, victualler, grandfather of W illiam Brennan, 
Rose Inn Street and W atergate. 1932 : Daniel Lenihan,
victualler, last tenant.

No. 34 :
1866: A braham  G arrard. 1867: Thom as Phelan. 1902: 

Laurence Bergin and William Bergin, barber, last tenant.

No. 35 (Kelly's, Solicitor) :
1850 : Ed. Byrne, Esq., attorney. 1858 : John Devereaux. 

1865: Vacant. 1874: S. Graves. 1876: R. J. M agee, surgeon, 
M ajor, Registrar Births, M arriages, Deaths. 1891 : Michael 
Murphy, solicitor, father-in-law of Mrs. Clare M urphy. His 
private house was at Troyswood. M r. James H arte, solicitor, was 
apprenticed to Michael M urphy. 1922 : The famous Kilkenny 
hurler, Dr. John James Brennan of the W atergate family. 1925 : 
Messrs. Muldowney & Dardis took the house. The Muldowney 
family lived upstairs, and one side of the ground floor was 
occupied by firstly Mr. John Fitzgerald, solicitor, and later 
Fitzgerald & Kelly, solicitors. The Kelly family lived overhead 
and Mr. M artin Kelly had his practice downstairs. The present 
owner, Mr. P. Kelly, solicitor, is nephew of M artin Kelly. 
Upstairs in flats Professor M uldowney, the noted Dublin 
Specialist, was a member of the family who lived here.

No. 36 (Dowling's ) :
1837/'58 : The town house of the Sullivan family who had 

the brewery in Jam es' Street. R ichard Sullivan, who lived here, 
was M ayor and M.P. and was friend of Daniel O 'Connell. Mrs.
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Burdon, mother of Mrs. J. Smithwick, Birchfield, was a m ember 
of this family. 1873 : House set to Income Tax Office at £40 
per annum. 1891 : R.I.C. Barracks in charge of Head Constable 
Frizelle, father of Violet. The Frizelle family had residence in 
Barracks. Later when closed by Mr. Dowling, builder, set to 
Mr. Shiels, fishmonger, John Street. Presently occupied by 
owner, Mrs. Dowling, widow.

No. 37 (McGrath's) :
R ichard Sullivan. 1858: Vacant. 1869: William Murphy. 

Daniel M cG rath, earthenware, sack and basket m erchant. One
of his sons was Archbishop of Cardiff, Wales, and one
daughter, who was a talented musician, was organist in St. 
M ary' s Cathedral during the internm ent of Mr. Koss in 1914-T8 
War. Miss M cG rath gave her services voluntarily. Daniel 
M cG rath 's wife was aunt to Jimmy O D ea, famous comedian. 
Present occupant, Donal Bourke, who has a boutique here, is 
grandson.

No. 38 (Graig Sack) :
Obviously part of No. 39. This is believed to be the site

of The Red Lion Inn, subsequently the King's Arms. 1850 :
Patrick O 'Shea, flour, oatm eal and bacon dealer. 1891 : James 
H arte, solicitor, whose family resided here before moving to 
Troyswood. 1920: Shop portion occupied by Mr. Doheny, 
hardw are m erchant, father of Comdt. William Doheny, Stephens 
Barracks. Next tenant Graignam anagh Sack Hiring Company. 
Proprietor, Mr. Joyce. 1973 : R ichard Broderick.

No. 39 (Harie's Office):
1850/'66 : Patrick & Eliza Aylward, pawnbrokers. Geotlge 

W. Kinsella. 1874 : Patrick Cass, shoe and leather merchant. 
1891 : James H arte, solicitor. Present occupant John H arte, 
solicitor.

N O T E  : These fine G eorgian houses are m uch adm ired, especially the 
double fanlight of M cC reery's and Buggy's. Sem e believe foundations I to 
be pre-G eorgian. A fine M ediaeval fireplace m ay be seen in M r. R eynold 's 
house.

No. 40 (McCreery's) :
1850 : H. Semple, Esq., jeweller. He was Seneschal of the 

City and M anors of Gowran, Callan, Dunm ore, K nocktopher, 
Kells, Danesfort, Inistioge and Kilmanagh. From  1866 for sortie 
years the Shortall family, solicitors. One of the ladies of the 
family was known as M adame Shortall. 1926 : Charles M cCreeiy, 
auctioneer and valuer. Presently used as office by Mr. Charles 
McCreery, his son. Same firm as Furniture Warehouse. Upstairs 
in flats.

Rose Archer
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No. 41 (Buggy & O'Carroll, solicitors):
1850: Mrs. Smithwick, Dangan, Thom astown, widow of 

John Smithwick, Birchfield. 1858 : William Smithwick. 1866 : 
Ed. Smithwick, corn m erchant and starch maker. 1867 : John 
Buggy. 1870 : Peter M cM ahon, solicitor; also of Bellevue. 
1891 : Nicholas Shortall. 1903 : Vacant. 1920's : Labour
Exchange. M ichael O 'Neill, income tax advisor. Next Mr. Foley, 
accountant. Presently Mr. M. J. Buggy, solicitor.

No. 42 (Reynolds) :
1850 : Kenny Purcell, attorney, interred in St. Fiacre' s 

Churchyard, was related to Mrs. Stopford, Kilfera. 1860 : 
George H. Lowe, solicitor, Callan. 1891 : Mr. M. L. Buggy 
had this as his private house. H e was member of the well known 
family of Sandfordscourt. Abbey Nursing Hom e, M atron Mrs. 
Anthony Lalor. Mr. Tim Buggy, grandnephew of M. L. Buggy, 
lived in the house after the dosing of nursing home and it 
was subsequently purchased by present occupant, Mr. P. G. 
Reynolds. B.D.S., son of the late Supt. Reynolds, G.S., T albot' s 
Inch.

No. 43 (Peter Smithwick) :
1850: N athaniel Alcock, M.D., Mayor. 1860: Peter

M cDermot, solicitor, M ayor. His private house was Ashfield. 1891 : 
Vacant. 1892/'99 : Ladies Collegiate School run by the Misses 
Vaughan, whose father was Town Clerk of Athlone. They were 
the Misses H enrietta, Colletta, Ethel, Theodoria and two others. 
Amongst the pupils were M ary, Cecily and Eileen Langrishe; 
three W atters girls, Tennypark; M cEvoy girls, Provincial Bank; 
brother and sister M cCreery, Newpark; Florrie Brennan, Butler 
House, and Vaughan family. The school moved to M onkstown 
in 1899. 1904 : Nicholas Shortall. 1928 : Mrs. Shortall.
1943 : W alter Smithwick.

Jenkin's Lane :
This lane took its name from Jenkin R othe, merchant, of 

Kilkenny, to whom we find reference as early as 1573 : Letter
of Attorney from James Shortales, Bally------------- , authorising
R obert A rchare to nut Geoffrey Rothe, son and heir of Jenkin 
Rothe, Burgess of Kilkenny, into full and peaceful possession 
of piece of ground within the walls of the town of Kilkenny. 
This lane now leads to Smithwick' s Brewery and is a public 
right of way.

No. 44 (Smithwick's Barley H ouse):
Built in 1702 and bought by the Bryans. 1850: Shops 

occupied the site; the shopkeepers were Frederick Spong, seeds
man, and Hugh Read, Esq. 1860: Henry Kealy, William Ennis 
and Ed. Smithwick. 1866 : Stephen Lyme and E. Smithwick.
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1880: Shops abolished and rebuilt by Smithwick's Brewery. 
Michael L. Buggy, solicitor, who was associated with the brewery, 
had his offices overhead. 1972 : Brewery Club transferred here 
from The Ring.

Grace's Castle :
Paper by T. G. Crotty covers history of this building.

Crotty Office :
1850: Thomas Quinn. 1860: James Smith. 1866: Michael 

Timmons. 1891 : James Johnson, cafe. 1905 : Ulster Bank. 
1910 : Power, painter; Mrs. Power, confectioner. 1935 : M artin 
Crotty, State Solicitor, late of No. 17. Present occupier R ichard 
Crotty, solicitor, son of M artin Crotty.

Market Yard :
Site of old Parliam ent House where Confederate Catholics 

held their Parliam ent in 1642 when it was owned by Robert Shee. 
It was said to have a hall 49 ft by 47 ft and a dungeon 20 ft 
square. 1861 : It was pulled down by the C orporation. An 
oak pillion was saved by Kilkenny Archaeological Society at 
this time and is now in Dublin. 1839 : Thom as H uleath 
converted the great hall into a drapery establishment and called 
it the Commercial House. 1850: William Langton, corn
m erchant. 1860 : Corn exchange and public market. In 1850 
C ourt of Chancery held it for W. Grace. 1860: Ed. A. Colles 
bought it from .Court of Chancery.

National Bank :
Founded 1836. First manager was M r. M orris, who m arried 

grandm other of Mrs. J. N orm an, nee Smithwick. In early 1900' s 
the m anager was a Mr. O 'Connell, relative of Daniel O 'Connell.

Supermarket:
1850 : Vacant. 1871 : Captain Christopher H um phrey; next, 

Anne Innis in 1891. Bridget Cass. 1939 : George Stallard, turf 
accountant. D rohan & Grey. Supermarket.

* * * * *

Thanks to Mrs. M aisie Stallard Clarke, Mr. Tom. Treacy, 
Mrs. Phelan, Mr. Peter Smithwick, Mr. John D. M oylan, who 
lent me books and papers for research.
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