
A VISIT TO SOUTH KILKENNY
NOTES BY MRS. W. J. PH ELAN

T H E  K ilkenny  Archaeological Society spent an in teresting 
afternoon on Sunday, May 28th, in the South  of the 

County  with Mr. Robert Burke as Guide and Speaker. He 
m et the p a r ty  a t G rannagh  P ap e r  Mills. He told us som e
th ing of the villages we were about to see and of the crafts 
th a t  are trad i t ional  in these villages. Then we took a left- 
hand  tu rn  im m edia te ly  beyond the P ap e r  Mills, and at once 
we were in a d ifferent country.

The road surface was smooth but the w ay w as a w in d 
ing one, w ith  hair  pin bends and  m any  corners. The Suir 
could be glim psed here and there  on our left, and a f te r  a 
few miles we m et the village of Lickettstown, our first point 
of interest. W hen we stopped. Corluddy Castle was behind 
us and on the opposite bank a li tt le  below us, M ount Con
greve. Here we heard  Mr. Burke tell us th a t  this village 
wras one of about ten tha t  s tre tched  along this area and are 
to-day much as they  were w hen built  400 years ag o -  
villages composed en tire ly  of fa rm  houses w ith  their  out- 
offices—all buildings reed thatched, all gates m ade of 
w rought iron, the th a teh e r  and the sm ith  being p a r t  of the 
com m unity. L icketstow n has 14 houses, each owning about 
30 acres of good land. It looked prosperous and the people 
full of smiles and welcomes. The fishing on the nea rby  
S u ir  supplem ents  the fam ily  purse  and diet.

The reed thatch ing  of the buildings was most a t t rac t ive
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and each fa rm stead  seemed to have supplies of reeds ready  
for roofing, very  nea tly  s tacked and  pic turesque looking. 
These reeds w ere  cut in two lengths, one about 6 ft. long, 
the o ther about three. The long reeds are laid horizontally  
for foundation  on the rafters ,  as we w ere  told la te r  in 
Luffany, and the short reeds vertically  for crossing and 
finishing. All eaves of houses and fa rm  build ings were 
tha tched—not m ere ly  the front and  backs of the roofs. 
Reeds m ake a splendid thatch , lasting for about 20 years, 
and m ay  be used im m edia te ly  when cut. They are  obtained 
in slow moving par ts  of the river, and the cu tte r  has to take  
a boat out to get them. The reeds on the north  side of the 
r iver  are p re fe rred  to those on the south—possibly because 
of more sun and stronger currents.

Mr. Burke pointed  out to us th a t  there  w ere  no houses 
sca tte red  around  this district,  all w ere  close together, side 
by side, o rig inally  for protection, la te r  possibly by choice. 
I t  seemed to us a splendid p lan—no one need be lonely in 
such a village, adu lts  having p len ty  of com pany and children 
p len ty  of p laym ates. The nearest  shop was a mile away, 
the  school (a t Carigeen) about the same distance. R ural  
electrification had  come w ith in  the last few years, b u t  w a te r  
still had  to be ca rried—not far, indeed—m any  houses had 
wells and pum ps in the ir  yards.

Mr. Burke poin ted  out the w rough t  iron gates and told 
us th a t  m any  families had been engaged in m aking  them, 
b u t  the nam e of Laurence  W hite  was em inen t in the past. 
Mr. Power, in old Luffany, still continues this craft in the 
trad i t ional  way.

H aving m ade a tour of L icketstow n we nex t  visited 
Luffany, which is more “ s trung  out ” than  Licketstown, but 
re ta ins  all the same features. Our guide considered tha t  
these villages w ere  a rebu ild ing  of about 400 years  ago of 
the original villages built  by the N orm an  conquerors. They 
resem ble  greatly , villages still in existence in N orm andy  
to-day. Mr. B urke stressed the possibility of this neigh
bourhood being the first home of all our settlers  and 
invaders from  neolithic times to N orm ans—the existence of 
“ G iants  Graves ” showing the early  occupations and these 
villages the la te r  ones. The most p revalen t  nam es are B utle r
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and Walsh. A branch of the B utle rs  of O rm ond lived at 
Old Luffany, which was our nex t P o rt  of call—the ir  fam ily  
buria l  g round is still to be seen at R a thk ie ran  w ith  the 
Orm ond coat of arm s—the 1 chief ” indented and the th ree  
covered cups.

In Old Luffany we had the p leasure  of m eeting Mr. 
R ichard Holden, who gave us a lot of facts about reed 
thatching, all most in teresting  to us and given to us in a 
very  lucid m anner.  I have tried to incorporate  w ha t  he told 
us earl ier  in these notes.

Leaving Old Luffany we moved on to Portnascully , 
w here  a lively debate  ensued as to the nam e and  purpose 
of this imposing earthw ork . It  was in teresting  to us tha t  
the nam e seemed to incorporate  the w ord “ Scoil ” as does 
a not dis-similar ea r thw ork  on the A th y  Road, the Moat of 
A rd Scoil. It was the general opinion th a t  Portnascu lly  
was p robab ly  an early  work la te r  used by the Normans. 
Evidence of N orm an occupation was again adverted  to when 
some one said the village of Owning, not too fa r  away, was 
called ‘ ‘Beau L i e u ” in all the ea rly  Medieval records, till 
finally the Irish word ua itne  won the day.

The tha tched  “ fa rm  villages ” include beside the th ree  
we have m entioned (i.e., L icketstown, Luffany and Old 
Luffany), Doornane, Portnahu lly , Corluddy, G lengrant,  
Muinveen, Pollrone, P o rtnascu lly  and Ballygorey. All are 
in the parish of Mooncoin.

The evening ended by a visit to the graveyard  of the 
old Catholic Church in Piltown, w here  one of our m em bers  
said she had  seen a stone so beau tifu l  tha t  it m ight have 
come from  Jerpoin t.  We found this stone, obviously a 
panel from the su rround  of an A ltar  tomb, m ark ing  an 
unidentified grave. The stone panel was about the usual 
height, two feet, and showed a very  beautifu l carving of 
O ur Lady holding the In fan t  on her left arm, He holding 
the globe (of the world) in His r igh t hand  and  clutching 
the neck of His M other 's g a rm en t in His left hand. O ur 
L ad y 's flowing ha ir  was rem iniscent of the ha ir  styles on 
the su rround  of the tomb of the unknow n lady im m ed ia te ly  
to the West side of the porch as you en te r  St. Canice 's 
C athedral,  Kilkenny. Someone had p u t  a lit t le  roof of
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t im ber  over the carving and  so p reserved  it from  d e te r io ra 
tion.
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