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of Acre

By ERIC ST. J. BROOKS. R.I.A., 1956.

“I N Ire land  there  w ere  two houses or hospitals  which 
became possessions of the order (of St. Thomas), though 

the evidence points  to their  having orig inally  been indepen
dent foundations. These were the Hospital of St. Jo h n  the 
Baptist a t K ilkenny, and  tha t  of St. Jo h n  the Evangelis t at 
Carrickmagriffin  (Carrick-on-Suir) , which are subsequen tly  
found as possessions of the London house.'' The house at 
K ilkenny, like the one a t Carrick-on-Suir, was originally  
independent, as the docum ents do not specifically s ta te  th a t  
the Hospital founded at K ilkenny  in the tim e of William 
M arshal I. had any connection at tha t  t im e w ith  the order 
of St. Thomas of Acre.

“ The earliest re ference to the K ilkenny  house is in the 
cha rte r  of G ilbert  Marshal, earl of P em broke  (1234-41), who 
gave and confirmed to the kn ights  and b re th ren  of St. 
Thomas of Aeon the house of St. Jo h n  the Baptist at K il
kenny, w ith  all its lands and appurtenances, for the 
susteenance of the kn ights  and b re th ren  of the Hospital of 
St. Thom as in the land  of Jerusa lem : on condition th a t  the 
b re th ren  of the said house of St. John  of K ilkenny  should 
m ain ta in  due care of the sick, as was provided and ordered 
by W illiam  Marshal, the g ra n to r 's fa th e r  and Isabella, his 
mother. The foundation, therefore, goes back to the tim e 
of W illiam  M arshal I. (i.e., before 1219), bu t  the actual g ran t  
or transference  to the house of St. Thom as of Acre m ay not 
have taken  place un ti l  the time of his son. say, tw en ty  years 
la te r  (c. 1235). It  m ay  be well to note in passing that  this 
Hospital of St. John  the Baptist in K ilkenny  is quite  a dis
tinct foundation from tha t  of the much b e t te r  known 
hospital of St. John  the Evangelis t in the same town, also 
founded by the M arshal and whose ru ins  still stand. The 
sm aller hospital of St. John  the Baptist d isappears from our 
view a f te r  the th ir teen th  cen tu ry  and had probably  ceased 
to exist.”
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The O rm ond family, who la te r  succeeded the Marshals 
in K ilkenny, always had a close connection w ith  the house 
of the O rder of St. Thomas in London. Several m em bers 
of the fam ily  are  buried there: Thomas the 10th earl, by  his 
will, dated  1576, asked th a t  if he died in Ire land  he was “ to 
be buried  w ith  m ine ancestors in the chancel of St. Canice 's 
Church of K ilkenny, and  if w ith in  the realm  of England 
then I will th a t  m y  body be buried  in m y fa th e r 's tomb at 
St. Thom as of Dacres in London.”
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