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The ButlersA N  A D D R E S S  G IV E N  A T K IL K E N N Y  C A S T L E  BY 

L O R D  D U N B O Y N E

M R  H U BERT BUTLER, in in troducing Lord D unboyne said :
*  Lord D unboyne is obviously the right man to give th is talk. 

Since the death  of M r. Blake Butler last year, he is the chief 
h istorian  of the Butler family. H e is w orking on a book about 
them  and I am glad to th ink  th a t by asking him  to speak here 
we may have rem inded him w hat a necessary task  it is.

I t is strange th a t none has previously a ttem pted  it. There 
have been one or tw o biographies of distinguished m em bers of 
the family like C artes Life of the great Duke of O rm onde and 
th a t by Lady Burghclere. But these English chroniclers have 
m ostly seen things from  the standpoin t of English h isto ry  and 
politics. Very few have tried  to see the Butlers in the  Irish 
context in w hich they m ainly lived. For a variety  of reasons 
Irish w riters have shrunk from th is com plicated task.
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A  F A M IL Y  IN C LU D E S A L L  IT S  M E M B E R S

I th ink  there is an idea th a t family h istories are out-of-date, 
snobbish. V ictorian and that, of course, is w hat they are, if they 
are just records of w ealthy splendid people crusading under 
the P lantagenets, shooting grouse under Queen V ictoria and, if 
all the less glam orous m em bers of the family are discreetly 
ignored. You will realise th a t th a t is no t the way in which 
Lord D unboyne looks a t it. A family includes all its members, 
w hether they are powerful or obscure.

Then of course we have had our own revolution, w hich hurried  
on the inevitable processes of history and m ade some people 
th ink  w ith H enry Ford th a t “H istory  is Bunk” and family history 
the m ost outm oded of all.

Yet, perhaps because we had no industrial revolution here to 
shatter the old family pattern , the family in its larger sense 
has survived longer here than in England. Every neighbour
hood still has some historical, geographical, family continuity. 
H ave you ever looked for th is in the Irish Telephone Book? 
You’ll still see O ’Sullivans, m ostly in W est Cork and Kerry; 
Powers in W aterford; Sweenys in Donegal, w here they have 
been for 800 or a thousand  or m aybe two thousand years.

Because of th is it is easier for us to  understand w hat m edia
eval families, O ’Donnells, O ’Neills, Butlers were like. They 
were large loose com m unities, m ore like tribes than families.

TH E B U TLE R S D IV ID E D

In the Crom wellian period for instance, the Butlers were 
divided, the O rm ondes being P ro testan t, the M ountgarrets and 
D unboynes C atholic. But they recognized a family solidarity, a 
sense of m utual obligation th a t cut across these deep differences.

T here is still in Ireland an in trest in the extended family 
th a t is little m ore than sentim ental. One thinks, of course, 
first of Eoin O’M ahony and the annual O ’M ahony rally, bu t 
there are others. Lately a G erm an Butler told me th a t they 
have som ething of the kind in Germ any, an annual rally in 
Hesse of all the G erm an Butlers— (they claim to have fled to 
G erm any in the 12th century  because of the King’s a ttack  upon 
their kinsm an Thom as a Beckett). They have com m ittees and
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presidents and bulletins and all the rest. It is all m ore formal 
and highly organised than w hat is a ttem pted  here, w here the 
light hearted  O ’M ahony m ethods come m ore easily to us.

Any way we cannot tell in w hat direction the family is 
moving. Its scope may grow larger ra ther than smaller. W e are 
going into an unfam iliar era of superstates, and superm arkets 
and super-everything. We are leaving the small personal 
world and venturing into one th a t is vast and im personal. Some 
th ink  th a t we are going up the m ountain, others th a t we are 
slipping down. W hichever way it is, there are great precipices 
ahead. It is certainly no t the m om ent for throw ing away our 
ropes and the strongest of all ropes is the family.

L O R D  D U N B O Y N E ’S A D D R E S S

THIS great castle of K ilkenny— steeped as it is in history —  

was for m ore than five hundred  years the principal seat 
of the head of the w idespread Butler family, of w hich I happen 
to be one of the m any pebbles on the beach. I t  is always a 
privilege and pleasure to  praise fam ous men and our fathers 
th a t begat us. But you can imagine w hat an honour it is for 
me to  be invited here of all places to  do so.

Of course, you could have draw n on local ta len t for a real 
expert to  in terp re t the story which these stones have to  tell. 
But I th ink you have chosen wisely, because a novice, en thusi
astically floundering in deep w ater, is often far funnier— un 
consciously— than any expert.

N o one, for a start, has h itherto  been rash enough to  a t
tem pt to  com press into one book—let alone one ta lk—the 
ram ifications of the whole com plicated Butler story. T he m a t
erial is too volum inous. So, while the  following account will 
endeavour to  be as com prehensive as a po tted  outline will al
low, it m akes no pretence to  be exhaustive. If it bores you in 
the process, you m ust forgive me. Genealogical research has 
the peculiar fascination of a cross-w ord puzzle and  does no t 
lend itself readily to  the spoken word. M oreover, it  is rarely 
of in terest to  anyone other than the family in question, unless 
perhaps it  contains som ething really shocking ! . . . . But no 
studen t of Butler family history  will have any need to  echo the 
cri-de-coeur of C harles Lamb who, after reading so m any laud
atory  epitaphs in a churchyard  asked where all the  bad people 
were buried !

A. TH E SEEDLING, BEFORE 1150.
It is from acorns th a t great oak trees grow. So le t us begin 

by looking a t the seedling of the  Butler family tree. I t  will be
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found in 12th century  England. The paternal ancestry of the 
family is traceable in unbroken succession to  a certain  H ervey 
who was living about 1130. From  the T esta de Nevil, w hich 
was com piled a century later, we know  H ervey had  a son, 
Hervey W alter (which suggests a m aternal connection w ith 
someone by the nam e of W alter) and a daughter Alice, to  
whom  her father gave a dowry of about 400 acres in Lanca
shire. H ervey seems also to  have had  various estates in E ast 
Anglia. But the iden tity  of his father, m other or wife has no t 
yet been established. I t has been suggested in The Com plete  
Peerage th a t he may have m arried  an aun t of Thom as Becket, 
w ith whose family the Butlers w ere reputedly  connected.

Theobald Blake Butler, a leading au thority  on the history 
of the  family, who died only this year and whose w orks are 
now available to  scholars in the N ational Library, Dublin, the 
B ritish M useum  and the Irish Genealogical R esearch Society, 
laboriously traced  back to  D om esday the lands which this 
family subsequently held in E ast Anglia and Lancashire and 
discovered th a t a t least nine of the sixteen or m ore holdings 
w hich our H ervey was believed to  have owned in N orfolk 
and Suffolk were entered in Dom esday Book under the ow ner
ship of W alter de Caen. The discovery led him  to surm ise 
th a t the  paternal ancestor of the Butlers was W alter de Caen 
(son of W illiam  M alet who accom panied the C onqueror and, 
being half Saxon, was en trusted  w ith the burial of King H arold 
after the Battle of Hastings). In his last year, however, Blake 
B utler was inclining to  the  view th a t H ervey in about 1130 
m ay have acquired m uch of W alter de C aen’s lands by m ar
riage, which would m ake Hervey, no t the son or grandson, b u t 
son-in-law of W alter de Caen. F u rth e r research on the point 
m ight prove, rewarding, particularly  among the unpublished 
E ast Anglian C harters in the  Cam bridge U niversity  Library 
from  the Buxton Collection, and am ong the V atican A rchives 
w ith reference to  the various H erveys who were attached  to 
T hom as B ecket’s household. The K eurdon MSS, are unlikely 
to  carry the m atter further; b u t I am tem pted  to  add, as a 
shot in the  dark, th a t sim ilarity of heraldic arm s suggests the 
possibilty of an early connection w ith the N orm an family of 
Lisures, which m ight be w orth  exploring.

B. T H E  SAPLING, 1150-1200.

W hether his wife was W alter de C aen’s daughter or Thom as 
B ecket’s aun t or one of the Lisures or someone else, H ervey 
was succeeded by his son H ervey W alter; and his m arriage 
was of considerable consequence to  the  family th a t was taking 
root. For his wife was M aud de Valognes, sister-in-law  of 
R anulph de Glanville, the m ost pow erful of all H enry II’s sub
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jects, and Uncle R anulph, who took an avancular in terest in 
the upbringing of M aud’s children, so advanced them  th a t 
even by the end of the 12th century the family tree  was no 
mean sapling.

A t least one of those children, H ubert W alter, was o u ts tan d 
ing. C ontem porary records give us some idea of him : he was 
tall and stately, no t exactly gifted w ith the eloquence of one 
who had kissed the Blarney Stone and perhaps a b it too a t
tentive to idle rum ours, bu t loyal, resolute, w itty  and wary 
and wise withal.

I suppose he is com m only rem em bered as having been 
m ainly instrum ental in raising the enorm ous ransom  dem and
ed by the Em peror H enry VI for R ichard C oeur de Lion. But 
H ubert had other claims to  fame : he governed England ably 
and far be tte r than King R ichard would have done; he even 
laid some of the foundations of dem ocracy as we know it. He 
enriched the See of C anterbury, he founded m onasteries, he 
was learned in the law and altogether his achievem ents were 
legion; bu t above all, he was im m ensely p ruden t and im 
m ensely powerful.

H is prudence is best illustra ted  by the fact that, w ithout 
surrendering any of his integrity, he m anaged to  enjoy and 
retain the confidence of H enry II, R ichard I and }ohn—three 
kings of widely contrasting  characters and predilections.

As to  his pow er and prestige : H ubert had been Bishop of 
Salisbury and had accom panied R ichard  on the T hird  C ru 
sade; he was then Prim ate, Chief Justiciar, Papal Legate and 
Chancellor—a sort of Pooh-Bah of his day—and when H ubert 
died in 1205, John paid him  the oblique com plim en t: “ Now 
for the  first tim e am I King of England.” T hat was w hat led 
to M agna C arta  ten years later.

C. T H E  TR E E -T R U N K  (The Chief Butlers), 1185-1965.
(a) Five Theobalds, 1185-1299.

H u b ert’s eldest b ro ther was christened Theobald, presum 
ably after his m aternal grandfather, Theobald de Valognes. 
T heobald W alter was the first of the family to  m igrate to 
Ireland where, by 1185, he had been created  Chief Butler. He 
and his descendants, who bred like rabbits im m une from 
m yxomatosis, took their surnam e from the office of Butler of 
Ireland, as the royal house of S tuart took the ir surnam e from 
the office of Steward of Scotland. The Chief Butler was one 
of the hered itary  great officers of state, like the Steward, the 
C onstable, the M arshal or the Cham berlain. For w hat it is 
now worth, the Chief Butlerage of Ireland is the m ost ancient 
hered itary  dignity still enjoyed by the heirs male of any 
family in the British Isles, if no t in Europe. The righ t to  the
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office was adm itted  to  reside in Lord O rm onde a t the  coro
nation of George IV in 1821—the last coronation a t which 
there was an official coronation banquet. W illiam  IV did 
away w ith the feast once and for all, so th a t his coronation 
was dubbed by the  w its “ the half-crow nation.”

The prisage of wines was another m atter : it involved the 
right to  about one-tenth  of the cargo of any wine-ship th a t 
broke bulk in Ireland. T his right was also granted  to  T heo
bald  W alter and continued in his descendants un til it was 
restored  to  the Crown by A ct of Parliam ent in 1810.

Going from  father to  son, each of the  first five Chief B ut
lers was called Theobald w hich invites confusion and each, 
as was the w ont of feudal m agnates, feared God, fought hard, 
m arried  well and, except for the  first Butler, died young.

O ut of his vast esta tes in Ireland and England, the first 
Butler founded the A bbey of W otheney, Co. Limerick, w here 
he and the 5th Butler were buried, and the m onastery of 
A rklow, Co. W icklow, w here the 2nd, 3rd and 4th  Butlers 
were buried, as well as the abbeys of Nenagh, Co. T ipperary 
and of C ockersand in Lancashire.

T he 1st Butler m arried  M aud V avassour of th a t Y orkshire 
family w hich was reputed never to  have m arried an heiress 
and never to  have had to  bury  a wife !

T he 2nd Butler, who died in France, m arried  twice. Through 
his first wife, Joan (daughter of Geoffrey de M arreis, Justiciar 
of Ireland), who probably died in childbirth , the ir descendant, 
the 3rd Earl of O rm ond inherited  fu rther considerable estates 
in Ireland and England. Through his second wife, Rohesia, 
the 2nd Butler was the forefather of the Lords de Verdon 
who, however, did no t retain  the surnam e of Butler. I t needed 
a king to  persuade R ohesia to  m arry  a Butler ! For in 1225 
H enry III personally requested  her to  m arry his “ beloved 
T heobald le B otiller.”

The 3rd Butler, who supported his guardian, H enry III, in 
the w ars w ith the Barons, m arried a daughter of R ichard  de 
Burgh, ancestor of the C lanricardes.

The 4th  Butler fought against the M ortim ers a t Evesham, 
sat in the Irish  Parliam ents of Edw ard I and cam paigned 
under th a t com m anding leader in Scotland and W ales, before 
dying a t the  relatively advanced age of about 43 and leaving 
eight sons and two daughters by his widow, Joan, grand
daughter of Geoffrey, Earl of Essex, Justiciar of England.

T he 5th Butler stood fifth on the Roll of the Irish Parlia
m ent of 1295 w ithou t any territo ria l designation, w hich in
dicates th a t the Chief Butlerage of Ireland carried w ith it 
the sta tu s of a baron a t least. He then accom panied Edw ard I 
to  Scotland when the C oronation Stone was purloined and in 
1299, a t the  age of 30, died unm arried.
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(b) The Ephem eral Earl, d ied 1321.

H e was succeeded by his b ro ther, Edm und, aged about 26, 
as 6th Butler. E dm und is an enigma. Like m any of his family, 
he was G overnor of Ireland. But it was w ith  some reluctance 
th a t he accepted the post. Perhaps he had no desire for high 
office, especially under such an inept m onarch as Edw ard II. 
W hether his G overnorship was a success is open to  question. 
It was bedevilled by the Scottish invasion of Ireland under 
the Bruce bro thers and very likely E dm und was no m atch 
for them  as a general. Yet, he was said to  have bestow ed 
peace on the land so effectually th a t he was able to  travel 
from  his barony a t A rklow  to Limerick, guarded by no m ore 
than three horsem en, and  his services were recognised and 
rew arded. In 1315, Edw ard II gran ted  him  the castle and 
m anor of K arryk M acGriffyn and R oscrea to  be held by him  
and his heirs under the nam e and honour of Earl of Karryk. 
W hether there  was an accom panying charter actually c rea t
ing him Earl of C arrick is no t now known. H e was so styled 
in a m andate w itnessed by Edw ard II himself, a t Y ork in 
1316, and also, although sporadically, in the Close, P a ten t and 
Fine Rolls. But it was an ephem eral earldom  and no one 
knows why. H istorians have argued endlessly about it. The 
explanation could be th a t in the circum stances the title  was of 
no real consequence. Edm und was already hered itary  Chief 
Butler of Ireland and, as such, had a high place in Parlia
m ent. So “ Earl of K arryk ” may no t have m eant a great deal 
to  him . Unlike his father-in-law , who bleated  th a t he had  the 
title  bu t no t the  fleece of Earl of K ildare, E dm und had  the 
fleece bu t no need for the title of Earl of C arrick. On the 
o ther hand, allegations of treachery w hich w ere la ter made 
against him , though false, may have swayed the  w ayw ard king 
against Edm und. A t all events, w ith his fair nam e cleared, 
he tu rned  to  m ore lasting things in the evening of his life, 
and in M arch 1321, set forth  w ith his devoted younger b ro 
ther, Thom as, 1st Lord Dunboyne, for Spain, on a pilgrimage 
to  the shrine of St James of Com postela. Spiritually so fo rti
fied, E dm und died on his re tu rn  to  London in Septem ber; 
and to th is day the D unboynes bear three escallop shells on 
their shield to  com m em orate th a t pilgrimage. It was perform 
ed m ore than  150 years before Pope Sixtus IV placed pilgri
mages to  the shrine of St James on official equality w ith 
those to  Rom e and Jerusalem .

(c) Earls of O rm ond, 1328-1632.

Edm und was succeeded as 7th Butler by his teenage son, 
James, a liberal, friendly, p leasant and  stately  youth. A s soon 
as James was 21 he was knighted. A year la te r he m arried
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the king’s niece, Eleanor de Bohun and, in the following year, 
O ctober 1328, he was created Earl of Orm ond. (As in the 
case of his fa ther’s “ earldom  ” of C arrick, the creation char
ter is missing). But the earldom  of O rm ond was probably 
lim ited to  the heirs-m ale (despite the weighty opinion to  the 
contrary  of }. H. Round). The question did no t arise until 
the death of the 7th Earl in 1515; bu t it  may well arise 
again when the O rm onde M arquessate becom es extinct.

A few weeks after he was created Earl of Orm ond, James 
was granted, by Edw ard III, the regalities and liberties of 
Co. T ipperary. Later the king saw fit to  seize all the  Counties 
Palatine in Ireland, of such im portance had they become. But 
the Palatine of T ipperary was restored to  O rm ond on ac
count of his royal consanguinity by m arriage. This was the 
period of the overm ighty subject th a t led to the W ars of the 
Roses. O rm ond him self had extensive and widely d istribu ted  
properties. Yet he lived and fought chiefly in Ireland where, 
in the flower of his youth, he died in his manor, a stone tow er 
covered w ith shingles, a t M oyalvi, Co. Tipperary.

He was succeeded by his seven-year-old son, James, whom 
the Irish called “ The C haste ,” w hich was certainly a d is
tinctive epithet where the Earls of O rm ond were concerned. 
He was also called “ the N oble Earl,” because he was the 
great-grandson of Edw ard I and E leanor of Castile. (In the 
O rm onde Mss. is an in teresting  charter of 1341, w here E d 
w ard I calls him  “ D ileetus consanguineus a t fidelis noster 
Jacobus Com es d ’O rm ond et de C arrick ,” w hich suggests th a t 
even a t th a t period his g randfather had  been regarded as h ere 
ditary  Earl of Carrick).

The 2nd Earl of Orm ond spent m ost of his life in Ireland 
where the considerable esta tes he had inherited were aug
m ented by grants for his good services. He was several tim es 
G overnor of Ireland, although he refused the post in 1381. 
D espite a stam m er, he successfully proposed m arriage to  the 
daughter of his guardian, Lord Darcy. In 1382, the Earl died 
at K nocktopher aged 51, and, like his father, was buried  in 
Gowran, no t as som etim es sta ted  in Kilkenny.

Gowran, Co. Kilkenny, was the principal seat of the  family 
before they moved to K ilkenny Castle, and James, son and 
successor of the  2nd Earl, was som etim es called Earl of Gow
ran. This 3rd Earl bu ilt a castle there and it was he also who 
purchased K ilkenny Castle from Hugh D espenser between 
1391 and 1393. The stronghold, probably on the site where 
the ancient Kings of Ossory had their fortress, was bu ilt in 
1191 by W illiam, Earl of Pem broke, husband of Strongbow ’s 
heiress, and passed through the female line to  the vendor.

Orm ond acquired it in tim e to en terta in  R ichard II here; 
perhaps th a t king, who is said to have invented the han d k er
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chief, derived his inspiration from Irish linen. Being fluent in 
Irish, the 3rd Earl was able to  im prove his relations w ith  the 
O ’Neills, O ’Briens, O ’C onnors and M acM urroughs, and  to  
forge bonds of am ity w ith the O ’Kennedy sept th a t brought 
a m easure of peace to  N o rth  T ipperary for four centuries. In 
1405 he died a t Gowran and was gathered unto his fathers 
there.

Like his father, he had been several tim e Governor of Ire
land, but, unlike the C haste Earl, he had had  a num ber of 
illegitim ate children, including Sir Thom as Butler, the lame 
Prior of K ilm ainham , by an unknow n m istress and four sons 
by K atherine, daughter of Gerald the Poet, the  4 th  Earl of 
Desmond. However, he also had  two legitim ate sons by the 
daughter of Lord W elles— James, his successor, and Sir R ich
ard  Butler of K nocktopher, the ancestor of the presen t Lord 
Orm ond.

James, the 4th Earl, known as “ The W hite Earl,” had 
many in terests—perhaps too many. H is absence from  Ireland 
led to  fratricide in his Palatinate, and he him self becam e in 
volved in tedious feuds w ith the Talbots. H e was several 
tim es Governor of Ireland, there being, in the opinion of the 
Council, “ no man w ithin this land so m ighty and  so able to  
keep this land as he is.” H e was a seasoned w arrior, having 
served under H enry V just after, if no t at, A gincourt. H e was 
also a great lover of such peaceful pursu its as an tiqu ity  and 
archaeology, history and heraldry.

A ltogether, he m ust have got a lo t out of life and given 
m uch in return . He was a benefactor of St C anice’s C athedral, 
Kilkenny; he gave lands he had inherited  in England to  the 
English College of A rm s and he persuaded H enry V to create 
a Chief H erald  for Ireland. A robust and corpulent m an, he 
died a t 62 of the plague a t A rdee and was buried  in St M ary’s 
Abbey, Dublin. By his first wife Joan Beauchamp, daughter of 
Lord A bergavenny, he had a t least three sons, each of whom 
successively, inherited  his earldom , was swept into the vortex 
jf  the turm oil in England and died w ithout male issue.

The eldest of them , the 5th Earl, was a prom inent Lancas
trian. Though governor of Ireland for several periods, he spent 
m ost of his life in England w here H enry VI created  him  Earl 
of W iltshire, a Knight of the  G arter and Lord T reasurer. In 
evitably he partook in the dreary battles w hich la ter came to 
be known as the  W ars of the Roses— St A lban’s, W akefield, 
M ortim er’s Cross and, bloodiest of all, Tow ton. A fter the 
Y orkist trium ph a t Tow ton, he was executed, aged about 40, 
and his head was set upon London Bridge for all to  see. 
M oreover, he and his b ro thers were a tta in ted . So the fortunes 
of the family were a t a low ebb when Edw ard IV came to  the 
throne.
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But no t for long. Edw ard IV genially regarded the 6th Earl 
as “ the  goodliest knight he ever beheld and the first gentle
man in C hristendom ,” and added th a t “ if good breeding, n u r
ture and liberal qualities were lost in the world, they m ight all 
be found in John, Earl of O rm ond.” In 1475 the a tta inder was 
accordingly annulled by the Irish Parliam ent.

The first English Parliam ent of H enry VII followed suit, so 
th a t the 7th Earl (the youngest of the three brothers), whom 
the Irish called “ The Earl of W ool,” was one of the  w eal
th iest of the king’s subjects in England. In 1489 he was 
created Lord Orm ond, a barony in the peerage of England, 
which on his death  fell into abeyance between his daughters. 
The son of one of them  inherited  from him no less than 36 
m anors in England. The son of the o ther daughter was father 
of A nne Boleyn.

A fter bequeathing his treasured  heirloom  of an ancient gold 
and ivory drinking horn to  his nam esake and grandson, 
Thom as Boleyn (the father of Anne), the  7th Earl died in 
1515 and was buried in an E aster Sepulchre on the north  side 
of the high a lta r in the chapel of St Thom as Aeon, London, 
built where St Thom as Becket was supposed to  have been 
born.

The earldom  of O rm ond then passed to  his heir male, Red 
Piers, great-grandson of Sir R ichard  Butler of K nocktopher. 
Sir R ichard ’s sons “ were no t brought up after the English 
fashion ” and may have been none the worse for tha t. P resum 
ably they were sent out in gossipred, probably to  Kennedy 
foster-parents. P iers and his wife, M argaret FitzG erald, daugh
ter of the 8th Earl of K ildare, were a determ ined couple .In 
the  early years of their m arriage they were reduced to  penury 
by Sir James Orm ond, the am bitious agent, and bastard  
nephew, of the absentee Earl of W ool. Such was their plight, 
according to S tanihurst, th a t they were forced to  lu rk  in the 
woods w here “ the noble woman, being great w ith child and 
upon necessity constrained to use a spare d iet (for her only 
sustenance was milk), she longed sore for wine; and calling 
her lord  and a tru sty  servant of his, James W hite, unto  her, she 
requested  them  both  to  help her to  some wine . . . .

Truly, M argaret, quoth Sir Pierce, Thou shalt have store of 
wine w ithin this four and tw enty hours, or else thou shalt 
feed alone on m ilk for me.

The next day following Pierce, having intelligence th a t his 
enemy, the base Butler, would have travelled from D onm ore 
to Kilkenny; notw ithstanding he were accom panied w ith six 
horsem en, yet Pierce having none bu t his lackey, did forestal 
him  in the way, and w ith a courageous charge gored the bas
ta rd  through w ith his spear.”

Piers him self then became O rm ond’s agent and presum ably
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M argaret got her wine. But it required  all his pertinacity  to 
get him self recognised as the true  heir to  the earldom . The 
existence of tw o elder b ro thers would have been an insuper
able stum bling-block, had  not bo th  of them  been born before 
their paren ts had received the necessary papal dispensation for 
m arriage. Then there  was the Boleyn bom bshell. In 1529 
H enry created  Thom as Boleyn, Earl of Orm ond, after making 
R ed Piers, who had been Governor of Ireland, Earl of Ossory. 
But ten years la ter Piers em erged from  the in terlude w ith  two 
Earldom s and died the next year year in 1539. He was the 
first of the earls of O rm ond to  be buried in St C anice’s 
C athedral. H e and his form idable Countess, “ a ladie of such 
port th a t all esta tes of the realm  crouch unto her,” are re
corded as having founded K ilkenny College “ out of which 
schoole have sprouted such proper ympes ” and as having 
“ p lanted  great civility in the countyes of T ipperary and K il
kenny and, to  give a good example to  the people of th a t 
country, b rought out of F landers and other countryes, A rtifi
cers, who . . . .  m ade Diaper, Tapistry, T urkey-C arpetts, 
cushions and other like w orkes.”

Red Piers was succeeded in his earldom  of O rm ond and 
Ossory by his 35 year old eldest son, James the Lame. James 
had been brought up a t the  C ourt of H enry VII, who had  a 
high regard for him and created him  V iscount T hurles in the 
lifetime of his father. The king’s policy was to  equalise as far 
as possible the influence of the rival houses of Butler and 
Geraldine. For 14 years before his m ysterious death, James 
was Lord High T reasurer of Ireland, and he was given no less 
than seven religious establishm ents on the D issolution of the 
M onasteries. Then, in 1546 a t the  age of 42, he w ent w ith  his 
servants to  be enterta ined  to supper a t Ely H ouse in H olborn 
and he and they were m ortally poisoned.

The confusion caused by his W ill gave rise to  the founding 
of the Irish Public R ecord Office. By his wife, Joan F itzG erald, 
daughter of the  10th Earl of Desm ond, he had seven sons of 
whom, Black Tom (who succeeded him) had  no surviving 
male descendants. E dm und of C loghgrenan had  male descen
dants who faded out with the death of his fourth son (the 
first and last V iscount Tulleophelim ) in 1613. John of Kilcash 
was ancestor of the present Lord Orm ond and the four 
younger sons had male descendants one of whom, if traceable, 
may in the not d istan t fu ture be entitled  to  succeed to  the 
family honours.

James the Lame was buried in the chapel of St Thom as 
Aeon, London, bu t his heart was in terred  in an uninscribed 
tom b in St C anice’s C athedral.

Black Tom , 10th Earl of O rm ond was about 15, when he 
succeeded his father, and 83, when he died. T hroughout his
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long and adventurous life he was steadfastly  devoted to his 
cousin, Queen Elizabeth I. He had been brought up a P ro tes
ta n t a t the English C ourt w ith Prince Edw ard who afterw ards 
became Edw ard VI. Black Tom won his spurs and possibly 
his nicknam e when suppressing a rebellion against Queen 
M ary of Sir Thom as W yatt, whom some called W hite Tom. 
A fter the death  of his m other, the C ountess of Desm ond, the 
old feud between the Butlers and G eraldines broke out again 
and Black Tom defeated the Earl of Desm ond a t the Battle of 
Affane in 1565, the  last private p itched battle  fought on the 
soil of the British Isles. Like cock-crow a t the dawn of a new 
day, the  defiant battle-cry  of “ Butler a Boo ” rang victoriously 
across the vales of W aterford  and then was heard  no more.

Black Tom rem ained in the saddle and a t 69 was prisoner of 
the O ’M ores for tw o m onths, during which he is believed to 
have been converted by F ather A rcher to  the C atholic faith. 
H e died, a venerable patriarch , in the  E lizabethan m anor he 
had bu ilt at Carrick, and he was buried  in St C anice’s. He 
had been a man of m any loves, having been thrice m arried 
and having had a t least twelve illegitim ate children.

Indeed, there is no t lacking circum stantial evidence to  sup
port the persisten t and ra ther startling  rum our th a t the Virgin 
Queen bore him  Piers Butler of Duiske, the father of the 1st 
V iscount Galmoye. She and Black Tom were lifelong friends. 
Tow ards the end of 1553 she had the opportunity  to  conceive 
Piers Butler; in February 1554 she was said to  be pregnant at 
A shbridge. In May, when offered physicians a t W oodstock, 
she announced : “ I am no t m inded to  m ake any stranger 
privy to the sta te  of my body bu t com m it it to  G od.” She is 
said to  have called Black Tom  her “ black husband  ” and his 
W ill so favoured his eldest illegitim ate son, Piers, as to  sug
gest th a t the m other of Piers of Duiske was som eone of great 
im portance.

Black Tom was succeeded by his nephew, the M P for T ip 
perary, son of John Butler of Kilcash. C onsistently  a devout 
Catholic, he was known as W alter of the beads and Rosary. 
His heritage brought him  m ore than his share of sorrow. His 
claim to the family estates was thw arted  by James I. The 
failure of H enry V III’s policy of a balance of pow er between 
the Butlers and Geraldines had been m ade all too  apparent by 
the Battle of Affane. The wisest fool in C hristendom  sought 
a different solution. He engineered the m arriage of Black 
T om ’ daughter and heiress, E lizabeth Butler, w ith one of his 
own Scottish favourites, R ichard Preston, m ade him  Earl of 
Desmond, aw arded her, instead of W alter, m ost of the  Orm ond 
estates, deprived W alter of his ancient palatine rights and 
clapped him  into prison for eight long years on his refusal to 
subm it to  the injustice.
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N either was W alter w ithout disappointm ent as a father. His 
son, V iscount Thurles, m arried the daughter of Sir John 
Poyntz of G loucestershire against W alte r’s wish and then was 
drow ned in the Skerries at the beginning of W alter’s long im- 
risonm ent in the Fleet. Boats often capsized w ith loss of life 
in th a t tide-race. Yet one cannot bu t suspect foul play in this 
case. For T hurles was an im portan t C atholic and, when 
drow ned, was being sent to England on charges of having 
garrisoned Kilkenny. Eventually in 1635, W alter was released 
from all his sorrow and was buried  in St C anice’s, there to 
rest in peace. On his deathbed a t C arrick, little  could he 
have then known of how James, a son of the m arriage of 
wnich he had disapproved, would revive the fortunes of his 
family.

(d) The Three D ukes, 1617-1758.

But when James was a small boy whipping his top a t the 
feet of Black Tom, the old earl, though blind w ith age, fore
told a great fu ture for him. Then, w ith his father drow ned 
and his grandfather in prison, James was m ade a royal w ard 
and, unlike his paren ts or b ro thers or sisters, was educated a 
P ro testan t. H onours were heaped upon him. A t 23, when he 
succeeded his grandfather as Earl, he was m ade a Councillor 
for New England—one of the first and by no m eans the last 
m ention of A m erica in Butler family history.

In 1652 he was created M arquess of O rm onde and the p aten t 
spelt O rm onde w ith an “ e ” w hich has been retained alm ost 
invariably since then. A  great Cavalier, he has been likened to 
M ontrose, and W alter Scott w rote in a ballad of “ E rin ’s 
high O rm onde and Scotland’s M ontrose.” He refused the G ar
ter, fought Cromwell, shared the privations of exile w ith 
C harles II and then, after the R estoration, was created  both  
an English and an Irish Duke, accepted the G arter, held peer
ages in England, Ireland and Scotland and was Privy C oun
cillor of all three countries. F u rther he had the unusual, if 
not unique, d istinction of sitting  in the English House of Lords 
w ith his th ree sons, the eldest of whom was also a K night of 
the G arter. He was Lord L ieutenant of Ireland and Chancellor 
of Dublin, as well as Oxford, University. He procured the in
corporation of a College of Physicians in Dublin and founded 
the Royal H ospital a t K ilm ainham , inspired by Louis X IV ’s 
Invalides in Paris and in turn the inspiration of the  Royal 
H ospital a t Chelsea.

Still w aters run deep; while no t talkative, the Duke had  a 
shrew d turn  of phrase and some of the  prayers he w rote su r
vive and are strangely moving. Perhaps his g reatest achieve
m ent was his character born of determ ination to  “ stand  well
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in the chronicle,” as he p u t it; im pervious to the  opportunism  
of his time, he was dead straigh t in all his dealings. In poltics 
he was governed by loyalty to  the person of the  sovereign 
and to  the Crown as an institu tion , in accordance w ith the 
trad ition  of Black Tom  whose m em ory he cherished. I t  is, in 
cidentally ra th e r a rem arkable fact th a t the hero of the  W yatt 
Rebellion in the reign of M ary had  actually conversed w ith 
th is “ M aecenas of the B ritish C ourt and Em pire ” who was 
buried in W estm inster A bbey in 1688 after surviving C harles 
II.

In family affairs, the  G reat D uke resolved the difficulties 
which had beset his grandfather by m arrying “ the best of 
wives th a t ever lived ” in the person of E lizabeth Preston, the 
grand-daughter and heir-general of Black Tom.

The eldest son of the 1st Duke, who would have succeded 
to  all these honours, came to  an untim ely end a t the age of 
six m onths when his N anny, out for a drive near Dublin, 
tossed him out of the carriage window, in the agitation of the 
m om ent when the horses bolted near Phoenix Hill. The second 
son, however, Thom as, “ The G allant Earl of O ssory,” lived 
long enough to  be a great man in his own right. Of him  
C harles II once said : “ He has the family ta len t for com m and 
and the keeping of England is safe in his hands.” Though 
having m arried in a true  love-m atch a D utch girl (a grand
daughter of Prince M aurice, W illiam  the S ilent’s famous son), 
he fought w ith spirit in the gentlem anly wars against the 
D utch; and after the D utch had sailed up the M edway he 
assured C harles II th a t he “ would fire the  D utch ships w ith 
a h a ’penny candle or would place his head on W estm inster 
Hall by C rom w ell’s for the greatest tra ito r th a t ever 
b rea thed .”

Ironically, he was sent to  H olland in the next year, no t to 
fight them, b u t to  negotiate the m arriage betw een W illiam 
and M ary, which changed the course of history. M oreover, he 
happens to  lie buried near Crom well in W estm inster Abbey, 
having died of a fever in his fa ther’s lifetime.

His eldest son, James, 2nd D uke of Orm onde, had  every
thing in the way of health , w ealth, good looks and b irth , bu t 
was also som ew hat vain. Professor George Trevelyan, an 
au thority  on the period, once told me he considered the 2nd 
Duke ra ther an ass ! He fought for W illiam  III a t the  Battle 
of the Boyne and succeeded M arlborough as C om m ander-in- 
Chief in Flanders. But there was m utual d is tru st betw een him 
and George I and he eventually joined the Jacobites. He died 
after 30 years in exile. But he too was buried in W estm inster 
Abbey. He may have lacked the capacity and determ ination 
to cope w ith the m om entous decisions th a t confronted him. 
of the  deposition of James II and la te r the H anoverian succes
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sion; bu t he played a prom inent p a rt in his tim e, as did 
K ilkenny Castle which gave refuge to James II, hotly  followed 
by W illiam  III who stayed there too.

W hile the  2nd Duke was in exile, his estates were bought 
in 1721 by his b ro ther, the Earl of A rran , and settled  first on 
the ir sister, Lady A m elia Butler, who inherited  them  when, in 
the w ords of W alpole, “ a young heiress of 99 ’— she died two 
m onths short of her cen tury—and secondly on John Butler of 
Kilcash, the representative of R ichard, younger b ro ther of the 
1st Duke. W hatever the effect was of the  am biguous a tta inder 
against the  2nd Duke in 1715, it was passed only by the Eng
lish Parliam ent and so could no t have caused the forfeiture of 
his Irish titles or estates. H is bro ther, the Earl of A rran, was 
therefore de jure 3rd Duke of O rm onde in the peerage of 
Ireland, if no t also of England. But in any event the Dukedom  
and M arquessate becam e extinct in 1758, on the death  of the 
87 year old A rran; and his Irish earldom s of O rm onde and 
Ossory and his V iscountcy of T hurles then devolved on the 
heir-m ale, his cousin John Butler of Kilcash.

(e) Earls and M arquesses o f Ormonde, 1758-1965.
John succeeded to  K ilkenny Castle and the o ther family 

estates bu t never assum ed the earldom  to w hich he was en
titled. H aving died childless in 1766, he was buried  a t Kilcash 
and was succeeded by his first cousin, W alter, then aged 63. 
H e prom ptly  moved from G arryricken to  K ilkenny Castle 
w here he died in 1793. Of his th ree daughters, Eleanor Butler 
and her friend, Sarah Ponsonby, lived in eccentric seclusion 
together by one of the loveliest valleys of W ales and were re 
nowned as “ The Ladies of Llangollen.”

W alter’s only son, John, succeeded his fa ther a t the  age of 
42, having m arried the daughter and sole heiress of the Earl 
of W andesforde, by whom he had eight sons and two daugh
ters. The Irish H ouse of Lords confirm ed his right to  the Irish 
dignities and he sat in the Irish Parliam ent. H e died aged 55 in 
K ilkenny Castle and was buried  w ith his fathers a t Kilcash.

H is eldest son, W alter, then succeeded him  a t the  age of 25. 
H e was an engaging young man of high prom ise; bu t he be
came a com panion of the Prince R egent and his ta len ts  were 
w asted in the fashionable society he frequented. In 1811 he 
received the tidy sum of £216,000 as com pensation for the 
C row n’s resum ption of his hered itary  right to  the prisage of 
wines. H e was a K night of St Patrick , and George II re
created  in his favour the M arquessate of Orm onde, w hich on 
his death  w ithout issue, becam e extinct for a second time. 
W alter died a t U lcom be in Kent, w here he is buried  in the 
parish churchyard and was succeeded by his 45 year old b ro 
ther, James, as 19th Earl of O rm onde.
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James had been educated at E ton, like his b rother, and was 
M em ber of Parliam ent, first for K ilkenny City, and then for 
Kilkenny C ounty four years before and tw enty years after the 
Union, sitting as a Whig. He was installed in St P a trick ’s 
C athedral a K night of St Patrick, and again George IV re
created  in his favour the M arquessate of O rm onde. A s a peer, 
James was a m oderate Tory and voted for the  Reform  Bill 
before he died in 1838 in a Dublin hotel. He was buried  in 
Dublin at St M ary’s C hurch, leaving a widow who had  borne 
him fifteen children of whom John was the eldest.

John was 29 when he succeeded his father as 20th Earl and 
2nd M arquess, having been educated a t H arrow  and a W hig 
M P for Co. Kilkenny. He was of a scholarly tu rn  of m ind and 
was the au thor of “A utum n in Sicily ” and ed itor of “ V ita 
Sancti K annechi.” He was vice-President of the Royal Dublin 
Society and Patron of K ilkenny Archaeological Society, and, 
w ith the Rev James Graves, he classified and arranged the 
vast collection of O rm onde m anuscripts in the m unim ent 
room  of K ilkenny Castle.

U nlike some landlords during the po tato  famine of the 
eighteen-forties, he helped his tenan ts by reducing the ir ren ts 
or agreeing to  forgo them  altogether. By his wife, the daughter 
of General Sir Edw ard Paget, he had six children. In Septem 
ber 1854 he was bathing w ith them  in shallow w ater on the 
W exford coast when he suddenly died, aged 46. H e did not 
leave an enemy behind him according to  the then Bishop of 
Ossory, which certainly could not have been said of every 
land owner a t the tim e of the G reat Hunger. H is beautiful 
a ltar tom b in St C anice’s C athedral, w ith  his effigy in the 
robes of the O rder of St Patrick  and his children grouped at 
his head and feet, is said to have been inspired by the posi
tions they adopted when his little  children flocked round him 
as he lay dying on the beach.

His eldest son, James Edw ard, was then no t quite ten. He 
too w ent to H arrow  and was an officer in the Life G uards for 
a decade. He was also a K night of St P atrick  and  a Privy 
Councillor for Ireland. But lands and yachts absorbed his a t
tention. H is obituary  in The T im es  sta ted  th a t he took no ac
tive p a rt in public affairs bu t led a useful life among his ten 
an ts w ith whom, through all the convulsions of the Irish land 
agitation, he rem ainded on the friendliest of term s.

A nnually at Cowes in his 200 ton  schooner “ M irage,” he 
succeeded Edw ard VII as Com m odore of “ The Squadron ” 
there, on the king’s accession to  the throne; and when Cowes 
W eek was over he would re tu rn  to  Ireland, w here he owned 
m ore than 27,000 acres in T ipperary and K ilkenny alone. A 
big portly  man, he personified Edw ardian expansion in m ore 
senses than one; and the story goes th a t, as 27th Chief But
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ler, he took the opportunity  when Edw ard V II and Queen 
A lexandra were staying at K ilkenny Castle, to  kneel before 
the King and offer him  a cup of wine, saying w ith  tears in 
his eyes : “ Sire, I am still your faithful B utler.”

The 27th Chief Butler m arried E lizabeth H arrie t (daughter 
of the  1st D uke of W estm inster) who bore him two daugh
ters fam ed for their beauty, Lady Beatrice Pole-Carew and 
Lady C onstance Butler. Aged 75, he died a t K ilkenny w here 
he was buried  and he was succeeded by his 70 year old b ro 
ther, James A rthur.

Like his elder b ro ther, James A rth u r had  had  a conven
tional background—H arrow , Cam bridge and the Life G uards. 
I t is said of him  th a t before succeeding his b ro ther, he p ro 
m ised a friend in Holy O rders a certain  advowson as soon as 
it was his to  give. But when he became 4 th  M arquess and  p a t
ron of the living, it rem ained vacant un til O rm onde happened 
to  stay in the parish w here his friend was preaching.

I t was an opportun ity  no t to  be m issed for the  expectant 
friend who, seeing O rm onde in the congregation, chose as the 
tex t for his serm on Genesis XL, v. 23 . . . .  “ Y et did no t the 
chief bu tler rem em ber Joseph, bu t forgot h im ” and O rm onde’s 
m em ory was appropriately jogged. Though then an old man, 
he lived to  the  ripe age of 94 when in 1943 he was succeeded 
by his elder son, George.

The 5th M arquess had retired  from the A rm y in 1920, 
having been a t H arrow  and Sandhurst and w ounded serving 
w ith the Life G uards in the 1914 W ar. In M ay 1922, as Earl 
of Ossory, he was in residence a t K ilkenny Castle w ith  his 
wife Sybil, daughter of the 2nd Lord de Ramsey, when the 
Castle was occupied by the R epublicans and besieged by the 
troops of the Free State.

A fter a two-day siege, the garrison surrendered and appar
ently it  all ended w ith bo th  sides being p roud  of having 
defended and rescued Lord and Lady Ossory. W hen he suc
ceeded his father, he had already lost his only son in 1940. 
So when he died in 1949 a t the age of 59 he was succeeded 
by his b ro ther, A rthur, the  presen t M arquess.

The p resen t 30th Chief Butler, 24th Earl and 6th M arquess 
of Orm onde, after leaving H arrow , pursued a m ilitary career 
and served in both  W orld W ars, gaining the M ilitary Cross in 
1918.

N ow  aged 72, he has two delightful daughters by his wife, 
Jessie, daughter of C harles Carlos Clarke. H is m ale heir- 
presum ptive is therefore his first cousin, Jam es H ubert Butler 
of Illinois, U S A ,  now aged 66 and m arried  w ith no son 
either. So the m any m ale descendants of John Butler of K il
cash, th ird  son of the 9th Earl of Orm ond, seem likely to  be
come extinct in the next few decades.
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(d) The M ale Line from  the 9th Earl o f O rm ond
In th a t event the M arquessate would become extinct. But 

who would inherit the O rm ond earldom , created  in 1328, is 
by no m eans clear. Lord M ountgarret is one of the eventual 
heirs, bu t all living descendants in the male lines from the 
four younger bro thers of John of Kilcash would have prior 
claim.

In particu lar W alter Butler of N odstow n the eldest of the 
four, had three sons one of whom had a son, James, who died 
in 1633, leaving ten sons, one of the younger of whom  is said 
to have settled  in A m erica. So it is curious th a t Lodge should 
have proclaim ed th a t the male descendants of W alter of 
N odstow n becam e extinct in the reign of Charles II.

In the Journal of the Royal Society of A ntiquaries of Ire 
land, LIX p.39, W. F. Butler w rote : “ It is possible th a t this 
branch, or some m em bers of it, sank into obscurity  a t hom e or 
w ent to  seek a fresh hom e across the  seas.” So som eone w ith 
the nam e of Butler in some m odest dwelling in Ireland or 
overseas may, unknowingly, be the rightful eventual heir.

Again Pierce Butler of Abbeyleix, the  youngest b ro ther of 
W alter of N odstow n, had four sons from  whom  descend the 
Butlers of Kilm oyler and G rantstow n, Co. T ipperary of whom  
male representatives may still be alive, including perhaps 
some of the Butlers of La Rochelle in France. But if (and it is 
a big “ if ”) no legitim ate male descendants of the 9th Earl of 
O rm ond survive, the Butlers of the M ountgarret branch 
would inherit. They descend from R ichard (second son of the 
8th Earl of Orm ond), who was created V iscount “ M ontgar- 
re t ” by Edw ard VI in 1550.

(To be continued in next issue)


