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C oon E victions
B Y  M IC H A E L  D E L A N E Y

Coon was once the scene of m any evictions. T h e  people here 
were rack-rented  and m any of them  were unable to  pay the 
rent. T h e  landlord was a man nam ed H um pries and besides 
being an ow ner of an estate  he was also a m ajor in the arm y 
and as a spare tim e job  he was a m inister of religion, being 
Canon of K nocktop her. H e w anted to  be m in ister in C oolcullen 
as he would be on the spot, so to speak. H e w as very exact in 
his dem ands from  the ten an ts and if the ren t was not paid
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prom ptly in full he would ev ict stra ight away. He w ouldn’t 
accep t 19/6 if £1 was due. So thorough were his operations th at 
a t one tim e there were only 4 C ath o lic  fam ilies in the d istrict. 
A ll the rest were banished. He then proceeded to farm  the 
land h im self and put w orkm en in the hom es of the form er 
occupiers. T he evicted tenants erected  a Land League shed 
a t Shelly ’s Lane. T h ey  used it as head qu arters and when 
they were put out of the shed they held m eetings in a yard 
near the priests' house. T h e  trouble continued for years —  from 
som etim e after 1881 to the passing of the land purchase act of 
1903. T h e  landlord took the tenants to  cou rt and the tenants 
took the landlord “up the steps” also, both  parties to the d is­
pute trying to get the b est of the argum ent. In the m eantim e 
the tenants had great d ifficu lty  in eking out an existen ce. T h ey  
tried  planting corn on their form er farm s and when the corn 
was ripe they got plenty of help to cut it —  probably in the 
m oonlight — and it was drawn away in the night to  have it 
threshed  in som e friends haggard, probably a couple of m iles 
away. In order to m islead pursuers they used to carry  sheaves 
along d ifferent roads and drop them  at in tervals so th a t it was 
im possible to tell w hich way they w ent. People cam e from  far 
away places to help and they had the sym pathy of the people 
in their d istress.

A ll had been evicted  —  some because they cou ld n’t pay 
and others becau se they would not pay. T h ey  stru ck  on prin­
ciple. T h e  fam ily longest out was C om erford ’s of the R iv er—  
they w ere out 24^ years. If they had been out another 6 m onths 
they would n ot com e under the restoration  clause of the 1903 
Land A ct w hich stipulated  25 years as the lim it.

T h ere  had been som e curious arrangem ent by w hich the fa r­
m ers were to get an ad ju stm ent of ren t every 15 years. T he 
last of these ad ju stm ents cam e into operation in 1896 and it 
seem s th a t was the cause of the final clearan ce. It was th e  last 

straw  th a t broke the horses back  and gave a h eart-ach e to  the 
Coon people th a t is not yet forgotten . H ow ever, the land 
purchase act of 1903 m ade provision for the re in statem en t of the 
people and we can only im agine how glad they were to  get 
back  to their old hom es once m ore. T h ey  got loans to purchase 
ca ttle  and the price of these was to be added to the rent over 
a num ber of years.


