
T h e  Butlers
LORD DUNBOYNE’S T A L K  AT K IL K E N N Y  C ASTLE

(Continued from 1966 issue)

THE TREE TRUNK

( e )— The Mountgarret Branch, 1550-1965

FOR the next two centuries those Viscounts had a noble 
record of supporting losing causes with considerable 

gallantry, culminating in 1793 with the death of the 11th 
Viscount from a surfeit of strawberries and cider! In the 
same year, his son, the 12th Viscount was created which 
became extinct when he died, after being insane for the 
last 47 years of his life. His younger brother, the ancestor 
of the present Viscount, was a dashing, dissipated young 
man of fashion; having sown his wild oats in Ireland, he 
drifted to England, a hunted debtor, and in Regency 
Brigton formed an attachment with an affluent and 
attractive widow.

Their amorous adventures took them to Edinburgh, 
where they parted. But in the Yorkshire snow his horse 
fell near Harrowgate where, as luck would have it, he was 
found by the daughter and heiress of the local land-owner 
John Harrison. She promptly married him, and their son, 
the 13th Viscount, in turn married a Yorkshire heiress, the 
only child of Thomas Rawson of Nidd Hall near Ripley. 
That is where her grandson, the 16th and present Viscount, 
lives to-day. His son, Richard, is an officer in the Irish 
Guards and had a young wife and family.

Sub-branches of the Mountgarret branch include 
Butlers of Urlingford, Co. Kilkenny, and Moneroe, Co. 
Tipperary, from Edward, brother of the 4th Viscount; of 
Bealaborrow, Co. W exford and Tinnehinch, Co. Carlow 
from James, brother o f the 3rd Viscount; of Kayer, Money-
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6 OLD K ILKEN N Y REVIEW

hore and Munfin, Co. W exford and Dowganstown and 
Tullow, Co. Carlow from Pierce; of New Ross, Co. Wexford, 
and Wells, Co. Carlow from John; and of Castlecomer and 
Coolnaheen, Co. Kilkenny, from Thomas, all three of whom 
were brothers of the 2nd Viscount.

In addition there was a colourful nobleman of Poland 
called James Butler whom Carve said was descended from 
one of the early V iscount Mountgarrets and whose 
descendants lived in Livonia.

( f ) — The Paulstown Branch from  1500
The next in the line of succession after the Mount

garret branch would be the descendants of Walter Butler 
of Paulstown, Co. Kilkenny, the paternal uncle of the 8th 
Earl of Ormonde. He was ancestor of the four successive 
Butler baronets of Paulstown and one of his great- 
grandsons was Pierce, father of Count Walter Butler who 
in 1634 was the principal actor in the momentous murder 
of Wallenstein when, to quote Hubert Butler of Maidenhall, 
“ an Irishman murdered a Czech for the glory and honour 
of Austria.”

Colonel Calter’s first cousin on his father’s side was 
Thomas Butler of Clonmore, Co. Carlow, one of whose 
grandsons, Edmund Theobald, was created Count Butler 
von Clonberg of the Holy Roman Empire, married a 
Countess of Bohemia and had descendants who inherited 
through a marriage of 1771, the estates of the Counts of 
Haimhaussen in Bavaria.

Next would come any surviving male descendants from 
Richard of Boelick, Co. Tipperary (brother of Walter of 
Paulstown) and the Butlers of Agerte and Cowleshill, Co. 
Kilkenny, who were descendant from John, a younger 
brother.

(g )— Some Kilkenny Branches, from 1400
After the male line from Walter of Paulstown, and his 

brother, the next heirs male to the Ormonde earldom would
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be the descendants of the younger sons of the 2nd Earl, 
of whom Theobald was ancestor of the Butlers of Tipperagh 
on the Suir bordering Tipperary and Kilkenny, and Pierce 
was ancestor of the Butlers of Kiltorkan and Knocknelly, 
Co. Kilkenny (and after the transplantations, of Cregg, 
Co. Galway, about whom Sir Henry an authorative article 
in Galway Archaeological Society Journal X X V III).

(h )— The Carrick Branch, 1300-1965
Then as heirs to the Chief Butlership, though not the 

earldom, would be the descendants of the younger brothers 
of the 1st Earl of Ormond, of whom John was ancestor of 
the Butlers of Lismallni, Co. Tipperary, and Callan, Co. 
Tipperary, and Thomas was said to be ancestor of various 
Butlers of Galway. From Thomas are believed to descend 
the present Comte and the Vicomte de Butler and their 
extensive families in France.

The Butlers of Callan included Edmund Butler, a 
Justice of Elizabeth I ’s Queen’s Bench in Ireland, and the 
Very Rev. Dame Mary Butler, the first Irish Abbess of 
Ypres. From their common ancestor, John, the younger 
brother of the 1st Earl of Ormonde, Pierce (eight genera
tions in descent) was created Viscount Ikerrin in 1629 by 
Charles I, and like many other Butlers fell on hard times 
under Cromwell. His grandson, the 3rd Viscount, acquired 
through marriage, Ballylinch Castle (later known as Mount 
Juliet) in Co. Kilkenny which became the home of the 
Ikerrins. His grandson, the 5th Viscount, when ostensibly 
in the care of his tutor in London was drowned in the 
river Fleet at the age of 13.

The 6th Viscount succeeded in 1712, when Chaplain 
General to the Arm y under the Duke of Ormonde in 
Flanders. His eldest son, the 7th Viscount, died of small
pox, aged 8, and was succeeded by his 3 years old brother, 
who grew up to marry a daughter of the 1st Earl of Carrick 
in 1748. The 4th Earl of Carrick died in 1846, aged 12, and 
at school, of “ water on the brain,” but his brother, the 5th
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8 OLD KILKENNY REVIEW

Earl survived the siege of Sebastopol in the Crimean War 
before dying unmarried at the age of 66.

The titles then devolved on their second cousin once 
removed whose grandchildren seem to have scattered about 
the globe. The mother of Brian, the present 9th Earl of 
Carrick, is I believe playing a prominent part in the 
TAN II Party in Tanzarian politics. Brian himself is aged 
34 and lives with his young wife and family in Denbigshire.

( i )— The Dunboyne Branch, 1300-1965
Next, in the unlikely event of the male line from 

Edmund, the ephemeral Earl of Carrick, the succession of 
the 12th century Chief Butlership would fall to the Dun
boyne branch. Their ancestor was Thomas Butler, third 
son of the 4th Chief Butler. His wife was Synolda, daughter 
and heiress of William le Petit, 6th Lord Dunboyne. The 
barony could be shown to have dated from at least 1207. 
But it is convenient to date it from 1342 when Thomas 
Butler took his seat in Parliament as Lord Dunboyne and. 
according to the unhistorical rules of modern peerage law. 
a second barony o f Dunboyne would have been created.

Describing Thomas accordingly as the 1st Baron, he 
and the 2nd and 3rd Barons were all slain in battle and 
the 5th was killed in an extraordinary duel in 1420; the 
2nd Baron had acquired an interest in Kiltynan Castle, 
Co. Tipperary, through his de Bermingham wife. But the 
castle had also been granted to the powerful Prior of 
Kilmainham, an illegitimate son of the 3rd Earl of 
Ormonde. The consequent dispute was referred to the Lord 
Lieutenant the 4th Earl of Ormonde who decreed that the 
conflicting claims should be decided by mortal combat.

In the hard-fought duel, Edmund Butler, the Prior's 
son and heir, was severely wounded and Dunboyne was 
killed. But it was all rather unnecessary because the Dun- 
boynes lived at Kiltynan until displaced by Cromwell’s 
canon balls. Edmund’s brother, James, the 6th Baron, not 
unnaturally preferred the Irish way o f life, donned the
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saffron robes of an Irish chieftain, assumed the Irish name 
of MacPierce, adopted the language laws and customs of 
the Irish and defied the Statute of Kilkenny by marrying 
an Irish bride, Morina O’Brien.

Their son, the 7th Baron, was attainted in the Wars 
of the Roses; but the barony was restored to his brother, 
the 8th Baron, who is romantically described in a con
temporary 15th century Irish poem as having “ a fair-haired 
head that intoxicates the women.” His grandson, the 10th 
Baron, married a daughter of the 8th Earl of Ormonde 
and their son, the 11th Baron, was re-created Lord Dun
boyne, this time by patent when Henry VII assumed the 
title of King of Ireland .His son, the 12th Baron, married 
twice. The male line by his first wife became extinct in 
1800 and included the 13th Baron who in 1628 killed James 
Prendergast in a duel, and John, the 22nd Baron, a tall, 
thin man, who wore a tight black wig and a black patch on 
his eye.

On unexpectedly succeeding his young nephew as Lord 
Dunboyne at the age of 67 or so, John resigned the Catholic 
Bishopric of Cork (which he had held for 23 years) in 
order to marry his cousin. Three years later she was 
obviously pregnant, according to Bowdon in his “ Tour of 
Ireland.” But there were no children and the 22nd Baron 
died in 1800, leaving a valuable endowment of Dunboyne 
House at Maynooth College. In 1946 I presented an 
historical curiosity to the President of Maynooth, in the 
form of the prayer book which the 22nd Baron was said to 
have used during his weird apostasy, but I still have the 
wedding ring which caused all the trouble !

The second wife of the 12th Baron presented the Abbot 
of Holy Cross, Co. Tipperary, the miraculous statue of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary which had come from a wrecked 
Spanish galleon and was said to keep rats from the grain 
and cure toothache. In 1626 she and her husband had the 
bridge over the Suir rebuilt so well that it still conveys 
modern traffic to-day. From them descended my own line
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10 OLD KILKENNY REVIEW

which lived at Knockrogue Castle, Co. Clare, and, among 
others, James Butler, Archbishop of Cashel, who tried in 
vain to persuade the 22nd Baron not to resign his bishopric 
and who founded the Irish College of Lombards in Paris.

In the six centuries of its separate growth, the 
Dunboyne branch has sprouted countless offshoots. For 
instance, from St. John, younger son of the 23rd Baron, 
descent the Archdeckne-Butlers; from Theobald, younger 
son of the 12th Baron by his second wife, descend the 
Butlers of Drom and W ilford, Co. Tipperary (including the 
Butler-Kearneys), of Park, Co. Tipperary (including the 
Butler-Lloyds) of Priestown, Co. Meath, of Maidenhall, Co. 
Kilkenny, and of Waterville, Co. Kerry; from his brother 
Thomas, the Butlers of Pollardstown, Co. Limerick; and 
from yet another brother, Richard, some Butlers of 
Ballinakill, Co. Tipperary.

Again from John, younger son of the 11th Baron, the 
Butlers of Widdingstown, Co. Tipperary, and from  Pierce, 
another son, those of Rathcoole, Co. Tipperary. Then from 
“ Wild Peter,” a younger son of the 10th Baron, came the 
Butlers of Krallagh, Co. Tipperary, including jovial Sir 
Toby Butler, James II’s Solicitor-General of Ireland, who 
drafted on behalf of the Irish the Treaty of Limerick and 
made a memorable speech at the Bar of the House of 
Commons against the Property Bill, and also the Blake 
Butlers, the Butlers of Bunnahow, Walterstown and Castle 
Crine, Co. Clare, and through the female line those of 
Ballyline, Co. Clare, who have adopted the surname of 
Butler.

From John, a son of the 9th Baron, sprang the surname 
of Derryluskan, Derryclooney, Masterstown, Grange, Bally- 
carron and Suirville, all in Co. Tipperary. General Sir 
William Butler of the Suirville off-shoot married the well- 
known military artist Elizabeth Butler. Further back still, 
the Butlers of Ballynahinch, Co. Tipperary, descended from 
Theobald, a younger son of the 6th Lord Dunboyne.
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( j ) —Earlier Branches, since 1150

There were other, even earlier off-shoots from the main 
trunk. Probably some Butlers of New Ross descend from 
Gilbert, younger brother of the 5th Butler; of Ballindysert, 
Co. Waterford, from Geoffrey, younger brother of the 3rd 
Butler; of Owles and Achill, Co. Mayo, from Henry, younger 
brother of the 2nd Butler, while the De Houghton baronets 
of Lancashire claim descent from Hamo, youngest brother 
of the 1st Butler. Another brother, Roger, was ancestor 
of the Butlers of Rawcliffe in Lancashire, whose 
descendants owned the beautiful 14th century Butler- 
Bowden cope, now in the Victoria and Albert Museum, 
London.

( k ) —Some Bastard Branches, from  1400

(a )— The Cahir Branch, from  1400
As if all this were not enough, there were bunches 

of Butlers born on the wrong side of the blanket, who 
included Thomas, Prior of Kilmainham, the Justiciar in 
1408, son of the 3rd Earl of Ormonde, and Edmund, Arch
bishop of Cashel, son of the 8th Earl. Some of them were 
progenitors of substantial branches of the family. James 
Galda, son of the 3rd Earl, was legitimised by Act of the 
Irish Parliament, was ancestor of the Lord Cahir, whose 
estates at Cahir, Co. Tipperary, remained in their 
descendants until sold as recently as 1962.

The Cahir Barony was created in 1542 and again in 
1533. Aslo in 1583, the unusual Cahir Arms were granted, 
to include the effigy of Christ on the Cross, commemorating 
that one of the family had fought against the Turks.

Theobald Butler, the 1st Lord Cahir of the 1583 
creation, was described by the Four Masters as a man oi 
benevolence and great bounty who “ had the greatest 
collection of poems of any, for the most part, of the 
Normans in Ireland.” His barony is supposed to have
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become extinct on the death of Richard Butler, 2nd Earl 
of Glengall, in 1858; but probably neither of the Cahir 
baronies is extinct yet; each of them could very likely be 
claimed and revived.

(b )— The Yeats’ Branch, from 1450
Then there were the 8th Earl of Ormond’s two elder 

brothers, Edmond and Theobald, both of whom were 
deemed illegitmate. From Edmond, numerous Butlers of 
Newchome and elsewere in Co. Kilkenny descended, in
cluding Mary Butler, who in 1773 married a Dublin linen 
draper called Benjamin Yeats and through whom the name 
Butler has found its way onto the current Irish 5d. postage 
stamp. From Theobald, descend Butlers of Hussiestown, 
Co. Tipperary.

( c )— The Ballintemple Branch; 1550-1965
Again, Thomas Butler, illegitimate son of Edmund, 2nd 

son of the 9th Earl of Ormonde, was created a baronet by 
Charles I in 1628, and successive generations of these 
baronets of Ballintemple represented Co. Carlow in the 
Irish Parliament down to the Union. The present baronet, 
who is Resident Governor of the Tower of London, effected 
a spectacular escape from an Italian Prisoner of War 
Camp, and he is the head of a branch of the family, off
shoots of which are still in Ireland but also extend to 
Manitoba and Queensland.

(d )— The Galmoy Branch, from  1600
Mention has already been made of Piers, the favourite 

illegitimate son of the 10th Earl of Ormond. He was the 
father of the 1st Viscount Galmoye —  another Butler 
peerage which could probably be successfully claimed to
day, if the rightful heir was minded to do so. The 1st 
Viscount’s gifeat-grandson, another Piers Butler, was a 
staunch Jacobite, whom Henry II created Earl of New
castle. He married as his second wife, and against her



THE BUTLERS 13

father’s wish, James II’s illegitimate daughter, Harriet, by 
Arabella Churchill; and Newcastle’s only son was curiously 
enough, killed in action against Arabella’s brother, the 1st 
Duke of Marlborough, at Malplaquet.

(I )—Bewidlering Branches
So first the sapling and then the grown tree of the 

Butler family, burgeoned into myriad different branches ! 
and I personally delight in trying to link with its main 
stem the countless branches o f Butlers now scattered 
throughout Ireland and literally all over the world, 
especially those as yet unconnected—the mavericks, so to 
speak, of the pedigree herd.

Of course, in the final reckoning, trees are not to be 
judged by [heir size or staying power. By their fruits ye 
shall know them; and by that criterion, one likes to think 
that Butlers, wherever they may be will continue to be 
of some service to their fellow  citizens, and that genera
tions of them yet unborn w ill not forget Kilkenny with 
its grand old castle, still standing as a symbol of the com
munity of interests and bond of blood which unite us all.

Jftiirntqljt (llnuvt at JXbbi'y

Jerpoint Abbey, the 12th century Cistercian monastery 
near Thomastown, is alive this week (August 26, ’66) with 
the hustle and bustle of film making. For the ancient ruins 
have become the setting for a television dramatisation in 
Irish of Brian Merriman’s poem, “ The Midnight Court,” 
i.e., Cúirt an Mhean Oiche. A full Telefis Eireann film 
unit, under producer Louis Lenten, who handled the 
“ Insurrection ” series, began shooting early in the week 
with a large cast.
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