T h om a s M a cD o n a g h in K ilk e n n y
M ary Kenealy
T^HOMAS M acDON AGH was born in Cloughjordan,
County Tipperary on February 1st, 1878. He spent
two vital years of his short life in K ilkenny where he
was em ployed as a teacher in St. K ieran's College, there
fore it is appropriate that the centenary of his birth
should be rem em bered here. Here he first joined the
Gaelic League and developed an enthusiasm for the Irish
language. Here his “ baptism in nationality ” as he himself
described it occurred.
Daonscoil Osrai held a Seminar with lectures on the
life and writings of Thomas MacDonagh delivered by
Padraig O 'Snodaigh, Padraig Bairead, Padraig M acSuibne
and selections from his poetry w ere read by Blaithin Ni
Bhric. In conjunction with this an exhibition was staged
m Rothe House Museum com prising photographs and
other m ementoes of MacDonagh and his fam ily, examples
of his letters and some of his published works. Many of
the exhibits w ere supplied by Mr. Padraig M cSweeney
of A rch er's Avenue, K ilkenny, whose father had been a
close friend o f MacDonagh and carried on an extensive
correspondence with him. Other items w ere presented to
Rothe House by his son, Donagh MacDonagh, who had
officially opened the house in 1966 and by other donors.
W hile in K ilkenny he also form ed a friendship with
D om inick Hackett, a m em ber of the w ell-know n K ilkenny
fam ily of writers and corresponded with him freely when
Hackett em igrated to Am erica. These letters form ed the
basis o f the principal biography of the poet.
The Exhibition in Rothe House Museum included the
follow in g items :—
A portrait of Thomas M acDonagh drawn by Dorothy
M ackey;
Photograph of Rev. Father B ibby with Barbara and
Donagh MacDonagh, children of Thomas Mac
Donagh;
The Opening of Rothe House by Donagh M acDonagh
in 1966 (ph oto).

Books :
“ Literature in Ireland ” his m ajor
published posthum ously in 1916;
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“ Through the Ivory Gate.” His first published book
of poems published w hile he was in K ilkenny in
1902. Tw o copies exhibited, one presented to Mrs.
O 'Meara and one to Mrs. M cSw eeney;
Collected W orks of Thomas MacDonagh with an
Introduction by James Stephens, published 1916.
This copy presented by M uriel M acDonagh to
Mrs. O 'Meara at Christmas 1.916;
A n M acaom 1908-9. W ritten by the masters and pupils
of St. Enda s School. Edited by P. H. Pearse,
Headmaster. Thomas MacDonagh, Assistant H ead
master. Lent by P. M cSw eeney;
Play — “ W hen the D aw n is Com e,” produced at the
A bbey Theatre in 1908;
Original letter from Thomas MacDonagh to Padraigh
M cSw eeney dated August 15th, 1905. Lent by P.
M cSw eeney;
Thomas M acDonagh's W alking Stick recovered from
a prison w arder after his execution;
Photocopy of Elegy for Thomas MacDonagh by
Francis Ledw idge and letter from Lord Dunsany,
sending the original to Donagh MacDonagh.
The poem s o f Thomas M acDonagh m ay be seen in
Rothe House Library, also collected W orks of P. H. Pearse
and L ife o f Padraigh Pearse by Le Roux, translated by
Desm ond Ryan, also Poems of Joseph M ary Plunkett.
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