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AlmsHousesofKilkenny
BY D o r c a s Bi r t h i s t l e
The citizens of Kilkenny, down through the years, have
taken an interest in the welfare of their less fo rtunate fellow
citizens. One of the proofs of this is the num ber of Alms
Houses th a t they established and m aintained th rou gh ou t the
city. The following is a very brief account of eight of them
during th e last four centuries.
T he Shee A lm s H ouse — in Rose Inn Street, was built
by Sir Richard Shee and his wife in 1581, to house six men
and six women. Endow ed by his will of 1603, it was looked
after by his family until about 150 years later, when it was
sold. It continued as an Alms H ouse b u t w itho ut the Shee
endow ments. The conditions of sale included, th a t the inm ates
were n o t to be disturbed. A b o u t this time it was also endowed
by a Mr. Jasper R othe of London, who had been living in
Paris. He was decended from the ancient family of R othe of
Kilkenny. This e ndow m ent lasted until the money was c o n 
fiscated during th e F rench Revolution. A few years later, the
house was re-purchased by Mr. John O ’Shee, a direct d ecendent
of Sir Richards. It continued as an Alms House, depending on
the charity of th a t family and th e generosity of th e citizens of
Kilkenny, until it becam e uninhabitable in the early 19th
century. Later in 1871, it was repaired by Nicholas PowerO'Shea of Gardenm orris. Subsequently Mr. O ’Shea gave the
building to the Ladies Charitable Association. Since 1916 it has
been used as a store by Messrs. Lowrys, b u t the outside has
been preserved and the arms of the Shees and inscriptions may
still be seen on b o th gables.
The O rm o nd H ouse properly know n as the Hospital of
O ur M ost Holy Lord and Saviour Jesus C h rist of the city of
Kilkenny, was established by Royal C h a rter and letters p a te n t
granted in May, 1631. The H om e was originally where Tylers
Shoe Shop is now (No. 4, High Street). It was transferred to
its present situation in Barrack St., in 1840, nearly 200 years
after it was established. The inmates are properly described as
Brothers and Sisters of th e Hospital and th e person in charge
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of it as th e Master. He is usually the agent for the M arquis
of Ormond. T he O rm ond family continue to take an interest
in the home and have visited it within the last few years. There
is accom m odation for nine women at present. This home has
been in continuous use for over 300 years.
The W alkin Street Poor House, formerly known as Fr.
T o b in ’s Poor House. This was built in the last years of the 17th
century and endow ed un der his will in 1699. Fr. Tobin was a
mem ber of the Tobin (St. Anbyn) family of Leyrath. Having
served its original purpose for almost 200 years, the Hom e was
taken down in 1897, and its endow m ents transferred to
premises on the opposite side of W alkin Street. The Friary now
stands on the original site. This H om e continues to the present
day and accom m odates three men and three women.
St. James A s y lu m , Castle Road, founded and endow ed by a
philanthropic gentleman James Switzer, in 1803, for the relief
of 20 females. He was a builder and made his money principally
by taking contracts for the building of the military barracks
and oth e r works of this kind. The Home still continues under
its original endow m ents and accom m odates eight women.
E v a n ’s A sy lu m , John Street, was endowed in 1818 by Mr.
Joseph Evens, of Belevan. Ballyfrunk. His bequest was of a
truly magnificent nature, am ounting to £1,570, per annum,
divided betw een different hospitals and charitable institutions
etc. In this home there is accom m odation for 12 men and 12
women. It is adm inistered b y a board of five trustees. This
Hom e continues in use for both men and women.
St. Patrick’s W idow s H om e, Callan Road. Rev. William
Lonergan, from Dunbell parish of Clara, died in December,
1830. In his will he made provision for the building and endow 
m ent of a W idow s Home. The provision was carried out and it
is known as St. Patrick's W idow s Home, Callan Road.
His successor was the Very Rev. Nicholas Shearman, son
of R ob e rt Shearman, of High St., Kilkenny, a m erch ant and
M ary Brennan, his wife. He was a m ost distinguished priest.
He laid and blessed th e foundation stone of St. K ieran’s College
in 1836. He died in 1842 and like Rev. William Lonergan, he
bequeathed a sum of money for the establishm ent of a W idow s
Asylum, which was afterw ards erected beside the former one,
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on the Callan Road. They continued to be occupied until
recently b u t have now been closed.
St. Canice’s W ido w s Home. Very Rev. John G orm an b e 
came Pastor of St. Canice’s in 1826. W here his uncle had been
parish priest since 1802. Both Fr. Gorman and his uncle were
born in Ballyragget and rest in St. Canices. Fr. John Gorman
com pleted the building of St. Canice’s C hurch which his uncle
had started on 17th M arch, 1824. Later in 1864 he built and
endow ed the St. Canice's W idow s Asylum. This is still in use
and gives a home to eight inmates.
Chapel Lane A l m s House. In 1868 Mr. John Fludson willed
two of his houses in Chapel Lane for Alms Houses and left
money to have them repaired and he also endow ed
them
generously. They are governed by a committee, th e m inutes
of whose meetings go back to 1896. They continue in use up
to the present time and give home to six inmates.
These Alms Houses of Kilkenny, are a living testemonial
to the generosity of their benefactors. M ost of them are still
in use and are continuing to fulfill the charitable intentions
of their founders.

C H R I S T M A S P A R T Y , 1963.
Songs and musical items c o ntributed by — Miss M ay
Walsh, Mrs. Butler, Mrs. Cassidy, Mrs. Reid, Mr. Fitzgerald and
Mr. Jordan. The following “s h o rte tte s” were c o ntributed —
Textiles in Kilkenny by Mr. Pat Walsh.
Patrick K avanagh’s Visit by Mr. F rank McEvoy.
Ballad of the Freneys by Miss Helen Lanigan.
Sport in Kilkenny by Miss S. de M o ntm orency (now Mrs.
S. Fitzgerald).
Alms Houses of Kilkenny by Miss Dorcas Birthistle.
Irishtown and Englishtown boundaries by Mr. Peter Sm ith 
wick.
100 years of Kilkenny H oun ds by Miss Deirdre Leahy.
Bishop Minogue of Sacram ento by Miss Molly Cassin.
The W alker Caterpillar T rack by Miss B. Gibbons.
Duelling in the 18th C entury by Miss Rita Harte.
John Hogan, H istorian by Mr. James Delaney.

