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Inistioge
DORCAS BIRTHISTLE

A uthorities differ on the origin of the nam e of Inistioge. In 
the old docum ents it  is usually referred  to  as “In isteoc” prob- 
ably m eaning the Island of som eone called Teoc. Dr. P. W. 
Joyce in “Irish  N am es of P laces” sta ted  th a t it is w ritten  so 
in the “Book of L einster” . I t  is m entioned once in the A nnals 
of the F ou r M asters in 962, w hen “A victory  was gained by 
the O ssorians a t Inisteoc over A m laibh, the son of Sitric, in 
w hich m any of the D anes w ere slain w ith  B atbarr, the son of 
N ira”. I t is the only m onastic com m unity  in the C ounty  o f K il
kenny of w hich trad ition  expressly sta tes th a t it  was founded 
in the tim e of the  early  Celtic C hurch, ded icated  to St. Col- 
um b o r C olum bkill, as he was com m only called, and to  the 
Blessed Virgin M ary. T here are, however, no records to  prove 
this.
PRIORY OF INISTIOGE

A bout 1210 in the  reign of King John, Thom as F itzA nthony  
A nglo-N orm an Seneschal of Leinster, a fter w hich Thom astow n 
is nam ed, followed a N orm an custom  and  established this
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P riory  here, for the Canons of St. A ugustine and  dedicated  it 
to  St. Colum b and  the Blessed V irgin M ary. On the advice 
of the Bishop of O ssory he appointed a W elshm an, A lured, a 
m onk from  Kells, and  originally of Bodwin in Cornwall, the 
first P rior. H e and three W elsh m onks form ed the firs t C om 
m unity. Like o th e r N orm an establishm ents it  was no t open to 
the native Irish, b u t tim e rendered  this restric tion  ineffectual 
and  there  are la te r records of Irishm en filling the highest 
positions in the Order.

F itzA n thony  m ade am ple provision for the  support of this 
new P riory  and  its efficiency in carry ing o u t the w orks of char
ity  for w hich he in tended it. He endow ed it w ith the Vale of 
Inistioge and several tow nlands adjoining, together w ith  the 
fishery of the R iver N ore for a length of abou t 3 miles.

Also he gran ted  it, in v irtue of his righ t as Lay-Patron, 
the Parishes of Inistioge, G renan (now Thom astow n) and Kil- 
c renath  (now D unkitt).

A lured, the first P rior, in 1220, g ran ted  and confirm ed 
by charter to  his burgesses of Inistioge “ all the  liberties w hich 
it  becom eth burgesses to. have and  is lawful for him  to 
confer.” (See under “ Civic H isto ry .”)

Stephen A rchdekne of T ulachbarry  (now Ballyragget) who 
was Thom as F itzA n thony 's son-in-law, was also an early  bene
factor of the  Priory. A m ong the C harters preserved in O rm onde 
archives is one by w hich he gran ted  to  the P rio r and  Canons, 
the C hurch of Kilmacow (now the ru ined church of Sralee, 
Ballyragget, w ith  its chapel of Tulochbari). V alidity  of this 
g ran t seems to  have been called in question by the A bbot of 
St Thom as, Dublin, and alured, subsequently  granted , by his 
charter, to  the A bbot of St Thom as all the rights th a t Stephen 
A rehdeakne had  given to him . In the course of tim e the Abbey 
of St Thom as lost the ir rights, as K ilcorm ac and  Tulachbarry  
in the  14th C en tu ry  belonged solely to  the P riory  of Inistioge. 
(Red Book of Ossory.)

There are no t very m any records of the following 300 
years o r  so. T hese are some ex trac ts  :

In 1324 on the Sunday preceding the octave day of St. 
H ilary (Jan. 14) died David, P rio r of Inistyoke, a venerable 
man and  w orthy of respect (according to  the opinion of many) 
in  the sight of God and m an (Clyn's Annals).
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The year 1355 seem s to have been a troubled  one as there 
are com plaints from  two d ifferent Priors. F irs t from  Stephen 
de K erkyon, th a t 12 men of O ssory and the ir accomplices, m ade 
an arm ed a ttack  on him self and  his C anons, w ounding him  and 
slaying one of the Canons, and plucking o u t the eyes and 
cu tting  o u t the tongue of ano ther, and  th a t these, w ith  R ichard  
Bishop of O ssory forced him  by violence and te rro r to resign his 
P riory  in to  the B ishop's hand  and  therefo re  he appealed to 
Rom e for redress. The Pope, Innocent 6th, by a Brief of July 
23rd, 1355, com m issioned the Bishop of W aterford  and  Ferns, 
and the A bbot of de V oto (T intern) in the Diocese of Ferns, to 
examine in to  the  m erits  of the case and if Stephen de K erklyon 's 
s ta tem ents be found co rrec t to  res to re  him  to  h is form er posi
tion as P rio r etc. (T heiner's M onum enta.)

But in the same year a Stephen, P rio r of Kells, was 
charged w ith feloniously robbing John M odberry, P rio r of In is
tioge, and  also w ith taking from  R ichard  Lancy, a scythe, 
value 20d. Fie was com m itted  to  Gaol, b u t through the favour 
of the C ourt he was pardoned on paym ent of 20/- to  the Kings 
T reasurer (Kings Collections). This M odberry  was probably the 
P rio r appointed  by the Bishop of O ssory to Inistioge on his de
priving S tephen deK erkyon of it.

M ilo Baron, alias F itzgerald, fam ily of Brow nesford and 
Cloone was the  la s t P rio r of Inistioge and was appointed  Bis
hop of O ssory by Papal Brief of June 8, 1528. H e received a t 
the sam e tim e a special Brief authorizing him  to re tain  his 
form er position as Prior, as well as the revenues of the Priory. 
C arrigan says in the Catalogue of the  Bishops of Ossory, draw n 
up as far as can be judged a few years after his death, his 
zeal for the w elfare of his P riory  and  Diocese is highly com 
m ended, special m ention being m ade of the new Bell-tower 
and C loister, w hich he added to  the Priory. This is d isputed 
by some. M r. Langrish says the tow er bears no evidence of 
having been erected  a t so late a d a te  and the scu lp tured  
stones belonging to  th e  clo ister w hich rem ain, are of a much 
earlier type.

M ilo Baron con tinued  as P rio r un til the supression of the 
Religious H ouses by H enry  8th. On the 20th M arch, 1539, 
he had  to  su rrender his P rio ry  and  all his possessions 
in to  the hands of the  K ing's com m issioners (Priory, C hurch
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Steeple and cem etery, a hall, dorm itory, 4 cham bers, a k it
chen, store etc. gardens and  o ther closes contain ing 4 acres, 
w ith in  the precincts, 30 messuages (m eaning dwelling house, 
and  out-buildings and gardens) 27 gardens, 180 acres of land, 
m eadow and  pasture, 120 of wood, a fishery set a t the annual 
ren t of 20/- and  two mills in Inistioge, annual value £13 7 4. 
M any churches and  chapels, in the Diocese of Ossory, Cashel, 
Leighlin, Ferns, and W aterford). The reco rd  of the tem poral 
possessions su rrendered  by M ilo Baron are im perfect, only 
specifying those in Co. W exford in detail. The Co. K ilkenny 
possessions, contain ing  3,876 acres, according to  p resen t m eas
urem ent, represen t for the m ost p a rt of the original endow m ent 
by F itzA n thony  and are m ostly  included in the civil parish 
of Inistioge.

H e received in lieu of all the above, a pension of £20 per 
annum  and  died in 1550 or 51, it is said of grief, which in 
old m en is often  fatal (W are).

In  M ay, 1569, the P riory  and  these possessions were 
g ran ted  by the Crown to  Edm ond Butler, son of James, late 
E arl of Orm ond. In 1606, there was a Com m ission called for 
the rem edy of D efective T itles as there was m uch dispute 
abou t them , and E dm und B utler's son, Theobald, V iscount 
Tullyophelim , in 1607, was confirm ed in his possession of the 
P riory  and  its possessions.

A fter his death  in 1613, a d ispu te  arose and  con tinued  for 
som e time concerning the property. This was finally solved in 
the 1st D uke of O rm ond 's favour. The following is quoted  from  
M r. J. M orrin , and furn ished  to  him by M r. McSwiney.

“On the d eath  of W alter, E arl o f O rm ond, his son, Lord 
Thurles, and  the Earl of Desm ond, the strife o r  su it for the 
estate  was d iscontinued, the parties being in w ard  to  the  King; 
b u t the young Earl, as he grew ripe in years, to rescue him 
self from  the ru in  so long contrived against him  by the D uke 
of Buckingham , form ed the project of m arrying his cousin, Lady 
Elizabeth, whom  he had never seen and who was scrupulously 
guarded by her m other, w ith  the in ten tion  of m arrying her to  
the young E arl of Desm ond, b u t it fell o u t very happy th a t 
P atrick  W em yss arriving in London, young O rm ond im m ediately 
m ade his acquaintance, and  so far insinuated him self into his
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friendship as to  prevail on him to be the m eans of in troducing 
him  to his fair cousin” .

The first step  W emyss took was to  afford the young Lord an 
opportun ity  of seeing the Lady E lizabeth  a t C hurch the follow
ing Sunday, and  my Lord im proved the occasion by sitting  in 
the next sea t to  her Ladyship.

“The next step  after this interview  — his Lordship d is
guising him self as a pedlar, w ith a pack upon his back, w ent 
to K ensington, w here encountering  the young ladies, daughters 
of the Earl of H olland, his Lordship so charm ed them  w ith his 
civil deportm ent, th a t they ran into the house to  the Lady 
E lizabeth and told her there was a t the  back door one of the 
handsom est pedlars they had ever seen, and represen ted  him 
so advantageously to  her th a t they com pelled her to  come and  
take a view of him  and  the w ares in his pack” .

It is no t im probable th a t no t w ithstanding  the E arl's d is
guise, the young lady had a presen tim ent of the iden tity  of the 
handsom e pedlar and maybe recognized him as the party  who 
had sa t by his side at church the previous Sunday. He, open
ing his pack, p resen ted  the young lady w ith  a pair of gloves, 
in to  one of w hich he had  previously conveyed a le tter, which 
she on draw ing on and perceiving, pretended  to have no money 
in her pocket to pay for the gloves. She re tired  to  her cham 
ber to  fetch the money, and being there, perused the le tte r 
and  soon after re tu rn ed  w ith the gloves again, into which she 
cunningly conveyed an answ er, w hich she re tu rn ed  to  the 
gallant pedlar .

To finish the episode it is sufficient here to say th a t they 
were shortly  afterw ards m arried. W emyss was knighted and 
received a gran t from O rm ond of the castle of D unfert, now 
D anesfort, w here the nam e is to  be found to the p resen t day.

Thus, the d ispute  ended, as the King added “ he pu t a 
happie period by m arrying the Ladie E lizabeth, only child of 
the late Earl of D esm ond” and in 1632, he ob ta ined  every 
part of the lady's esta te , an d  thus becam e en titled  to  all the 
possessions w hich had been granted to Lord Tullyophelim  and 
am ongst them  the m onastery  of Inistioge.

The estate la ter passed by purchase and m arriages to 
d ifferent families (See under “W oodstock”).
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PRESENT BUILDINGS
In 1824 the presen t P ro te s tan t C hurch was erected  on 

the site of the ru ined chancel w hich was rem oved. It is not 
quite  on the sam e position as the ru in  was, and is about 10 ft. 
shorter. The ru ined Nave, which is 24^ ft. wide internally , is 
very sho rt (only 17 ft.) b u t to th is  m ust be added the space 
of the tower. Milo Baron may have in tended to  extend the 
nave and possibly build a sou th  transcept, as the tow er is 
raised on four G othic arches. The tow er is very well preserved 
and  is oblong in plan. E xternally  the walls have a slight 
ba tte r. There w ere two lofts above the groined vault and 
contain  a  fine clock and  a bell of 5 cw t. p resen ted  by Hon. 
F. F. Tighe.

The site  of the cloisters has been entirely  obliterated. 
I t  was roughly on the site of the Catholic church and there 
are some fragm ents inserted  into the wall surrounding the 
Catholic church, w hich give some idea of the w ork  and rich 
ness of th e  original buildings. One small piece depicts a fig
ure, half m an, half fish, and  it is said refers to  the story, 
of an  incident in the 13th cen tury  when a m erm an was sup
posed to have been taken  from  the river N ore close by.

Inside the Tower, there  is the  m ost ancien t m onum ent in 
Inistioge. A  great flocr slab w ith  a figure of a P rio r 6 ft. 7” 
incised on it. U nfortunately  the top has been chiselled off and 
so rem oved the nam e of the ecclesiastic to whom  it was in
scribed. It is very probable th a t it was erected over the grave 
of A lured, the first P rior. W hat rem ains of the inscription is 
in incised Lom bardic le tte ring  and  is as follows : “H ere lies 
— of good mem ory, form erly prio r of this place” .

The o th e r slab beside it, w hich cam e from  the  Lady's 
chapel is of a floriated cross of 8 points and an  old  English 
inscrip tion  in reilef a round  the edge. I t  com m em orates W illiam 
Bosser, and like the slab still in the Lady's Chapel to  
D avid Bosser o r Busher of 1650, is probably abou t the same 
period.

The font, w hich is of Som ersetshire stone, is square and 
was evidently  lined w ith  lead originally, w hich has been 
restored . U ntil abou t 100 years ago the fon t lay in the old 
and  disused P ro te s tan t parish church  of Kells. A t the insist- 
ance of the  Rev. J. Graves, it  was presented  by the  then
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R ector, M r. Darby, to  the C athedral, K ilkenny. Only one side 
of the  bowl was ornam ented . Possibly it had  been in tended 
originally to stand  in close in to  an angle. W hen the sto n e
cu tte rs  were w orking a t  the  restoration  of the  C athedral M r. 
Graves had  them  decorate the o ther sides. I t  was placed in 
the N orth  chapel a t the  C athedral choir on the supposition 
th a t i t  would be m ore convenient to  baptise children there, 
than  a t the ancien t fon t w hich stood in th e  nave, bu t having 
been found to  be superfluous, the V estry  decided to  p resen t it  
to the Tighes, who were benefactors of the cathedral (having 
presen ted  the w est window) who had  it  installed here. There 
is a well executed rope m oulding encircling the base of the 
single circular shaft.
GRAVEYARD

C arrigan m entions three ancient m onum ents in the graveyard 
here, w hich I have no t been able to  locate, th ree floor slabs, 
one 1616, w ith raised cross and raised le tte r inscrip tion  in 
R om an capitals running  around the  edge. “H eare lieth  John 
Bolger of Enistage, Burges his wife Joan M urphy w hich (sic), 
died the 30th Febr (u)ary AD 1616” .

The second floor-slab w ith  large IHS and cross and  a 
raised old English inscription on the edge, com m em orating 
John M urphy an d  Elica Pow er, date 1631, and a 3rd sim ilar to 
the last w ith  o ld  English inscrip tion  to Gous i.e. Joyce and 
Elena Tobin, date abou t 1600.

Also a F a th er M oore lies buried  here w ith  his relatives, 
his headstone has “D.O.M. H ere lieth  the  body of the  Rev. 
F a th er James M oor he died July 2nd, 1789, aged 38 years.”

The fam ily of De Freyne w as of great an tiqu ity  and 
claim ed descent from Rollo, the first Duke of N orm andy, 
w hose descendan t came to  England w ith  W illiam  the C on
queror. Several m em bers of the fam ily filled high sta tions 
under th e  English Kings p rio r to the  tim e of H enry II and  
during his reign a Sir H erb e rt de Frayne accom panied S trong
bow to  Ireland and  subsequently  acquired  large possessions 
in Leinster. De Frayne crops up through the centuries, b u t in 
the 18th cen tu ry  the o lder b ranch  of the family, so long 
se ttled  in Co. K ilkenny, no longer had a local hab ita tion ; all 
th e ir castles and dem esnes being ob lite ra ted  and by the 
m iddle of the 18th cen tu ry  the d irect line had  term inated .
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But a Frayne la ter becam e fam ous, i.e. James Frayne the 
robber. H e was born near Inistioge and in his early  life was 
servant to a gentlem an's family. This he found too tam e and 
set off and  eventually becam e the head of a gang of robbers. 
But his nam e was no t feared as he was considered a Robin 
H ood. Later, through the good offices of the Tighes and O r
m ondes, he was pardoned when he gave him self up, and  be
came a Tide W aiter under the Board of Excise a t  Ross. W hen 
he died  his widow brought his rem ains back to Inistioge w here 
he was in terred , possibly in the S.W. corner. To this day there 
are m any stories and legends told of Frayne the robber.

There is also the m onum ent by Flaxm an erec ted  to  M rs. 
M ary Tighe, the Poetess, 1772 to  1810 in the m ausoleum  to the 
w est of the Black Castle (See W oodstock). The m onum ent is 
supposed to  rep resen t her as she died in her sleep on com ing 
in from  a walk. The little  figure a t her head represents the 
m use; this looks as if it had been the w ork of a different hand. 
The p resen t family grave of the Tighes is in the upper grave
yard  in the N .E. corner.
NORTH TRANSEPT

The N orth  T ransep t w hich has disappeared com pletely 
joined the Tow er to the Black Castle. The only entrance to  
the Black Castle or keep was th rough the T ransep t by the 
o ld  doorway, w hich was closed when it was repaired about 
1874. There was also an upper doorw ay over this leading into 
the loft of the N o rth  T ransep t and from th a t through a pointed 
doorw ay w ith cu t stone dressing now concealed by the roof of 
the vestry  to  the upper p a rt of the tower, as it  had no in 
dependent stairw ay. The stones can be seen w here the roof 
of the T ransep t joined the Keep and the tower.
LADIES CHAPEL

The Ladies Chapel, now  ruined, was used as the P ro te s
ta n t church  un til 1824. M r. W illiam Foynes was said to have 
fitted  it up for th is purpose, b u t when the p resen t church was 
bu ilt on the site of the  chancel, it gradually fell into d is
repair. I t  m easures in ternally  42 ft. in length to  19 ft. in 
w idth. A crypt of unknow n dim ensions runs from  here under
neath  the church. M r. W hyte says th a t M ilo Baron, the last 
P rior, was laid to  re s t in this crypt. The last person to be in 
te rred  was Pierce H enry G arvey of Brow nsford Castle about
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100 years ago. H e was no relation of the Baron F itzgeralds bu t 
by reason of his purchase of the Brow nsford Castle property  
after the R eform ation, he claimed a righ t to  be in terred  there.

There is a tom bstone inset in to  th e  E ast W all in  the 
lower right hand  corner, it is the upper part of the  table of 
an a ltar tom b, w ith a beautiful floriated raised  cross of 8 
points, a salm on in relief on one corner and sacred monogram  
IHS. D ate ab o u t 1580. The rem ains of the inscrip tion  w hich is 
raised Old English com m em orates Jose (i.e. Joyce) a family 
once well know n here. The salm on was cited some tim e ago 
in a law su it to prove the m onastery  had certain  fishing rights 
conferred by charter.

A nother tom b, on the ground in the w est end, is a floor 
slab w ith  raised IHS and  cross and  inscrip tion in raised 
Rom an capitals. De Busher deceased ye 6 of Aug. 1650. Ivan 
Joyce his wife, deceased (the rest is uncut) (Inscriptions from 
Carrigan Vol IV).
THE BLACK CASTLE

This is locally called th e  Black Castle o r  Keep or 
P riors Tower. I t  is abou t 33 ft. a t the  base and about 50 ft. 
high. The walls are slightly battered . I t  is square in plan, 
up to  abou t 30 o r 40 ft. and then is converted in to  an octagon 
by broaches springing from  the quoins. This is sim ilar to  tha t 
of the tow er of the form er church of K nocktopher. Likewise i t  
is square below and octagonal above. Some w riters probably 
judging from the peculiar shape, give to  the Black Castle a 
date long before the A nglo-N orm an Invasion, bu t the K nock
topher tower, w ith its N orm an doorw ay with capitals o rn a 
m ented w ith early English foliage dates its e rection  no earlier 
than  the beginning of the 13th C entury. The Black Castle 
w ould then belong to  th e  tim e of Thom as F itzA nthony , the 
founder of the P riory  and was probably erected by him w ith 
the church.

The basem ent cham ber is surm ounted  by a pointed vault 
abou t 13 ft. in height to  the crow n from the presen t floor, 
which is some 6 ft. above the form er level. The V aulting 
appears to  have been an after-though t as there is a small w in
dow in one side, now blocked by the haunching of th e  arch. 
The only en trances were those m entioned from  the N orth  
T ransept, and  there  were 2 stories in the basem ent as the

Rose Archer



40 OLD KILKENNY REV IEW

holes from  the beams were visible and  3 stories above, which 
were reached by a spiral staircase in the N o rth  W est angle 
(Langrish).

The upperm ost cham ber con ta ined  a fireplace and was 
possibly used as a dwelling — maybe by the Priors.

Before 1874 this w as in a dangerous sta te  of repair, being 
split from  top to bottom  on E ast and  W est sides and the 
vaulting was also dam aged and in danger of falling in. The 
Tighe family decided to tu rn  the place in to  a family m auso
leum and the R ight H on. W illiam  F rederick  Fow nes Tighe 
did this, repairing it and inserting  the doorway in th e  E ast 
side and  laying th e  floor over the  vau lt w ith  concrete. H is 
rem ains were la te r laid to res t th e re  and also th a t of Lady 
Louise Tighe.
THE VILLAGE SQUARE

In the cen tre  of the square is the  base of a cross w hich 
was erected  in 1621 to  D avid F itzgerald  (or Baron) and his wife. 
The cross itself is now missing. T rad ition  sta tes it  was delib 
erately  sm ashed by the Yeomen in the troubles of 1798.

This p a rt was re-erected  in the firs t half of the 19th 
cen tury  and in  Paris A nderson 's account of Inistioge, he says 
“it may have been rem oved from  the Abbey burial g round” , 
and th a t “a fragm ent of the ancien t shaft supports a sundial 
in a neighbouring garden.”

On the eas t side of the base is an escutcheon bearing the 
arm s of the F itzgeralds of Brownsford (viz. erm ine, a saltire 
bordured, a crescent for difference.—Carrigan). The N o rth  face 
has a shield w ith  the em blem s of the Passion and  over it  in 
raised R om an capitals, now  partially  obliterated . T ranslation, 
“The arm s of o u r Redeem er, C hrist Jesus”. The South side is 
b lank and the W est face reads — T ranslation ; “P ray  for the 
souls of M r. David F itzgerald  called Baron of Brow nsford who 
died A pril 14, 1621, and his wife, Johanna M orris, who died 
16— .

The 2 o ld  castles in the tow n are d istinguished only  by 
their dim inutive size. O ne of them , the one near the river 
served a t one tim e for a C ourt or P e tty  Sessions H ouse (Lan
grish).

The M oate of Inistioge is piled up on a rock w hich juts 
ou t from  the high ground above the  river valley. The N ore



OLD KILKENNY REVIEW 41

was navigable nearly  up to  Inistioge and the m oate guarded 
the ford. I t  seems to  have been constructed  as the earliest 
m ilitary erection here and  probably no stone castle  was ever 
bu ilt in connection w ith  it. Later the town was walled and 
defended by G uard houses and the walls appear to  have run 
up to  the m oate. Some parts of the old wall can still be seen 
there. There is a small wall around the top, bu t this is p rob
ably of a m uch la te r date.

In Paris A nderson 's (1850) tim e he says about the M oate, 
“A p art from  its antiquarian  in terest, it is an ob ject w orth  be
ing seen. F o r taste  of ingenuity  has now form ed it, in connec
tion w ith  the ground surrounding its base, in to  the very 
p re ttie s t of flower gardens. There is a half-cultivated, half 
natu ral character about the arrangem ent of the  place which 
we adm ired very m uch, for beyond those terraced  beds where 
grow the m ore tenderly  cu ltivated  plants we observed—

Still flowers growing wild 
In to  pink and  purple chequer.
W e ascend by a devious path  around  the m oate, form ed by 

w hat may be supposed to  have been the ancien t esplanades of 
the rural fortress and having reached the sum m it we were 
well repaid by a very beautifu l view of the tow n w ith  the 
m ountain  and  forest scenery around it.”

U nfortunately , it is now so su rrounded  by houses and  is 
difficult to examine or detect original features. But Inistioge 
of the presen t day is keeping up the trad ition  of the flower 
beds.

M ounted  on a block of C onnem ara m arble stands w hat is 
to the casual observer an unusual type of sundial. I t  was re 
m oved to  this site in 1965 from a position form erly occupied 
in the neighbouring gardens of W oodstock House. U nder the 
title “A Baffling Sundial” this device was recently  pictured 
in an English m agazine and prom pted m uch in terested  spec
ulation from  readers. R esearch has since indicated  th a t  it is 
no t a sundial b u t a model o f an “A rm illary sphere” said to 
have been invented by E ratosthenes about the year 250 B.C. 
and used by astronom ers H ipparchus and Ptolem y for the  d e t
erm ining the position of the stars.

A glen called “The C om be” divides the M oate from  the 
Holy Well of St. Columb. Elere on the Sunday after the 9th
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June the Pilgrim s made their way, first up the main stream  
through the Combe on their knees and then up the hillside 
through the bed of the sm aller stream let till they reached 
its source — the blessed well.

T rad ition  sta tes there was a wooden image of St. Colum b 
of great age enshrined  beside it, bu t during 1798 it was 
broken and throw n into the N ore. This P attern  has fallen into 
disuse though the people rem em ber hearing of it being done. 
There is a t present an engraved figure inserted  beside it. The 
sm aller basin built in to  the wall was for bath ing  the eyes 
and  the larger one on the ground for the feet.

There is a tro u t in th is well, and the story goes if it  is 
rem oved, the well will go d ry  and this is supposed to have 
happened m any years ago. W hen the tro u t dies, a young one 
is caught in the  river by one of the local families which is 
then placed in the well, and so the trad ition  goes on. The 
well is used by the people and  has a very good supply of 
water.
CIVIL HISTORY

This contains m any interesting  items. The C harter of In 
corporation  of the Borough was derived from the Prior of the 
A bbey and no t from a lay lord of the soil — this is sim ilar 
to Irishtow n, K ilkenny, w hich derived from the charte rs  of the 
Bishops of Ossory. The original grant of Inistioge about 1220 are 
fo rtunately  on record. The full transla tion  is in “ N ooks and  
C orners ” by Paris A nderson, the following are some extracts 
and show w hat an im portan t place Inistioge was, and to  w hat 
an advanced s ta te  of Civic and Political dignity it had 
attained.

“ T hat no Burgess shall be im pleaded in any cause which 
arises w ithin the boundary  of the borough, in the P rio r 's C ourt 
or elsew here, except in the H undred  C ourt of the town. T hat 
it be lawful for the Burgess to  hold said H undred  C ourt in 
their town and th a t none of them  shall be fined except by the 
consideration of the H undred  C ourt; and th a t if any Burgess 
shall be fined he shall give security  to  us for 12d, of which 
6d is to  be paid to us, and  the o ther 6d. is to be forgiven, w ith 
o u t the infliction of corporal punishm ent, except in the cases 
of old offenders. T h a t no foreign m erchant shall be perm itted  
to cu t cloth or hold a wine tavern in the tow n of Inistoc, ex
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cept for forty  days, and  if he wishes for a longer space he can 
only ob ta in  it when it appears to  be for the profit of the town. 
T h at said Burgesses be perm itted  to have a M erchan t's Guild 
and o th e r guilds, and to  take custom s and tolls w ith all lib
erties to  them  belonging, as is the privilege of o th e r good 
towns. T hat they may dispose of the ir burgageries as seems fit 
to  them , provided they do no t injure the ir neighbours, and th a t 
whose holdings are situa ted  near the river may extend  them  
over the  w ater, so, nevertheless, th a t  the ancien t way be n o t 
im peded. We also g ran t th a t they may sell o r m ortgage all 
their conquests, saving the services and custom s due to  me and 
my successors. T h a t they an d  the ir heirs hold the ir Burgag
eries from us and our successors, freely and peaceable, to 
gether w ith th irty  acres of land assigned to each burgagery, 
paying to us o r  our successors annually  for each burgagery, in 
lieu of all services twelve pence, to  be paid in two term s— 
to it, sixpence a t E aster and sixpence a t M ichaelm as. I t  ends 
—A nd th a t th is gran t may rem ain firm  to all fu tu re  tim es; 
we have corrobora ted  it w ith our seal. W itness — Thom as 
F itzA nthony , A dam  FitzM ilo, etc.

Inistioge received a C harter from  the Crow n in 1608 from 
King James the F irst. The A bbey of Inistioge and  i t 's posses
sions had been acquired  by the Crown, la ter granted  to  E d 
m und Butler, and  had by the Inquisition  held in Thom astow n 
been confirm ed on Theobald V iscount Tullyophelim . A t this 
tim e the  inhab itan ts obtained, upon paym ent to  the Crow n, a 
paten t en titling  them  to style their village “The Town and  
Borough of In istioge” , this C harter also includes :

“Being an ancien t burgh, b u t now, in consequence of the 
rebellion and  sickness in those parts, had becom e depopulated, 
im poverished, and  trade and com m erce wholly extinguished, his 
M ajesty therefore incorporates the town, to consist of a portrieve, 
12 chief Burgesses; and  as m any Freem en as they m ight 
th ink  fit to  elect and appoint. The P ortrieve to have the gov
ernm ent of the town in as am ple and  free a m anner as the 
Portrieve of Cashel had or ought to  have had. To hold a court 
from three weeks to  three weeks for the recovery of debts to  
the am ount of £20 Irish. The gran t of a m arket on every F ri
day and a  fair on the 13th Dec. to  continue for 2 days.

To build a Tholsel for a tow n hall. To appoin t a R e
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corder and Tow n Clerk. The Portrieve to  be Justice of the 
Peace, C oroner and C lerk of the m arket, and  to  be elected 
annually  from  am ongst th e  free Burgesses, on the feast of St. 
John th e  Baptist, and  sworn in to  office on the M onday after 
M ichaelm as” .

From  1585, Inistioge had  the im portan t privilege of send
ing 2 representatives to  serve in the  Irish  P arliam ent for their 
Borough a righ t they  continued  to  enjoy until the  passing of the 
A ct of Union, 1800. The following are some ex trac ts from 
B urtchaell's “M em bers of P arliam ent for the C ounty and  City 
of K ilkenny” .

A t the th ird  P arliam ent of E lizabeth, 1585, for th e  first 
tim e, Inistioge has its own represen tatives — D avid Pow er and 
R obert A rchdekin. The la tte r was a m em ber of the family of 
A rchdeacon alias M acOdo, who possessed th e  m anors of Bawn
m ore, K ilm urry and Dangan. The nam e M acO do has in m odern 
tim es become Cody, and th is name is still well represen ted  in 
Inistioge.

The P arliam ent of James I, 1613. The R epresentatives 
were : W illiam M urphy and  C rihan M urphy. T his W illiam 
M urphy is probably the W illiam referred  to  in the inqu isit
ions of 1606 and '07. “V iscount Tullyophelim  was seized of 2 
messuages and  garden in Inistioge then occupied by William 
M orphey”.

A t the F irs t P arliam ent of Charles I, 1634, the repres
en tatives were : John Neilan, and Griffin M urphy. This la tte r 
was presum ably the same man as the above C rihan M urphy.

The Second Parliam ent of C harles I, 1639 : Inistioge m em 
bers were — R obert M aude and  John W andesforde. This R ob
e r t  M aude was of D undrum , Co. T ipperary. H e had sold his 
p roperty  in England and  bought esta tes  in C ounties T ipperary 
and Kilkenny. H e m arried  Frances, 4 th  daughter of Sir 
C hristopher W andesford, 1st B aronet o f C astlecom er. He be
cam e a Colonel in the A rm y and was buried  w ith his wife 
in St. M ary 's C hurch in K ilkenny. H is son, A nthony, later 
becam e M.P. for K nocktopher. John W andesforde was a bro ther 
to  the R ight Hon. Sir C hristopher W andesforde, who was M as
te r o f the Rolls. A no ther M .P, during th is Parliam ent was 
Sir R obert Loftus, whose death  and subsequent vacancy led to 
John F itzgerald 's election in 1640 (See Brownsford).
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In 1654, separate Parliam ents of Ireland and Scotland 
w ere abolished and i t  continued  so during  the C om m onw ealth. 
Inistioge had no represen tatives of its ow n during  this time.

But in  1661, Parliam ent of C harles II; Inistioge is again 
represen ted  by its  ow n m em bers —  Sir W illiam  P e tty  and  
M ajor Joseph Deane. This Sir W illiam  Petty  was really a m ost 
rem arkable man. Born in H am pshire, in 1623, as a child  he 
liked to  spend  his tim e w ith  sm iths and carpenters, and by 
the age o f 12 was able to  w ork a t  these  trades. H e was e d 
ucated  a t R um sary G ram m ar School. A t the age of 15 he w ent 
to  N orm andy w ith a s to ck  of m erchandise and  there  he 
acquired  F rench. A fter this he w ent to  Oxford w here he d is
tinguished him self by his knowledge of m athem atics and 
m echanics. H e served for a  sho rt tim e in the Royal Navy, b u t 
left it when Civil W ar broke out. He then spent 3 years on 
the C on tinen t studying, this tim e A natom y and M edicine. In 
1647 aged only 24, he re tu rned  to  England an d  on the 6th 
M arch  ob tained  a p a ten t for his invention of “double w riting” 
(a copying m achine). H e then  tau g h t anatom y and chem istry 
in Oxford and w ith  such success th a t he was appoin ted  deputy 
Professor, and later Professor of A natom y. He gained 
great fame in 1650 by restoring to  life a w om an nam ed 
A nne G reen who had been hanged at Oxford. M any o th e r h o n 
ours were show ered upon him and  in 1652 his connection w ith 
Ireland com m enced on his being appointed Physician-G eneral 
to  the A rm y here. He lived and  practised  his profession in 
D ublin. H e was also appoin ted  C lerk of the  Council and 
Secretary to  H enry  Crom well. F o r the purpose of ascertaining 
and dividing the forfeited land in  Ireland, betw een the  sol
diers and  adven tu rers it  becam e necessary to  m ake a  survey 
of Ireland. Dr. P e tty  entered  in to  a co n trac t w ith  the G overn
m ent to carry  th is ou t, hence the “Down Survey” called thus, 
because everything had  to  be w ritten  down. A fter 15 m onths 
it appears from  an o rd er of the G overnm ent dated  19/3/1655, 
he had  surveyed 2,008,000 acres of profitable land. P art of his 
co n trac t was paid up, b u t some was la te r paid by grants of 
land. One of w hich was 1,244 s ta tu te  acres in  the parish  of 
D unkitt, Co. Kilkenny, and so b rough t abou t his association w ith 
Inistioge. H is largest g ran t was in Co. Kerry, w here it  was 
said, he could  from the top of M angerton, behold 50,000 acres
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of his own land. H e was knighted by Charles II, in April, 
1661, the m onth  before he was elected M.P. for Inistioge. Later 
in 1667, he, w ith Dr. John S terne and  others were by patent, 
incorporated  as P residen t and Fellows of the College of Phy
sicians of Ireland. O ther honours followed —  in fact he ex
celled a t anything he did. He died in London, in 1687.

M ajor Joseph D eane was the founder of the  family of 
D eanes in Inistioge. They becam e a very im portan t family 
locally and  m any m em bers of the  family la ter represented 
Inistioge in Parliam ent.

The M em bers of P arliam ent in 1689 were Edw ard F itz 
gerald and  Jam es Bolger. Edw ard F itzgerald was Baron of 
Brow nsford (See under B row nsford”). James Bolger was a pre- 
N orm an Irish  family, w hich was still represen ted  in the d is
tr ic t abou t 100 years ago.

In  the F irs t P arliam ent of W illiam  III, 1692, Inistioges 
M .P.s were R obert S topford and Edw ard Deane. This la tte r 
represen ted  Inistioge four tim es and his three sons were also 
M .P .'s for Inistioge.

In the following Parliam ent, R obert S topford still repres
en ted  Inistioge and died unm arried. A lso Thom as Keightly, 
whose sister-in-law , Lady A nne Hyde was wife of the Duke 
of Y ork (later James II) and m other of Queen M ary and Queen 
Anne.

In the F irs t Parliam ent of Queen Anne, 1703; the M .P.'s 
w ere the above Edw ard Deane and Benjamin Portlocke.

In the following Parliam ent, 1713, Edw ard Deane con
tinued  to  be re-elected, this tim e w ith Charles M onch.

The F irs t Parliam ent of George I, 1715; Edw ard Deane 
was elected  for his last term  and w ith him was his son, E d 
w ard Deane Jnr. W hen the F ather died after 2 years he was 
followed by ano ther son, Stephen Deane.

The following Parliam ent, 1727; continued for 33 years, 
un til George II death. The above b ro thers Deane and also two 
b ro thers Ponsonby contested  this election and there resulted  a 
double re tu rn , w hich gave rise to m any proceedings in the 
H ouse. D uring the long course of this Parliam ent, both  E d 
w ard Deane Snr. and Jnr., Joseph D eane, the  H on. H enry 
Ponsonby and Edw ard H erbert were all M .P.s for Inistioge. In
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fact a t  its close, many of the m em bers of the H ouse were 
unborn when it  was firs t called.

The Prom inence of the Deane family in the area grad
ually declined, while th a t of the Tighes and the ir ancestors 
increased, and  by the close of the Irish  P arliam ent in 1800, 
Inistioge represen tatives were bo th  from  the Tighe family — 
W illiam and H enry Tighe (see “W oodstock”).

The Banim bro thers laid the scenes of some of their 
novels a round  W oodstock. John Banim m arried a M iss R u th  of 
Cappagh and  w rote some of his w ork there, fram ing quite a 
few of his characters after relatives of his wife.

Charles Lever also w rote some of his novels a t Inistioge 
w here his uncle was R ector for some time.

Inistioge was an im portan t place through h istory  —  w ith 
its com m erce and  pagentry, bu t through it all it has retained 
its qu iet charm  and peacefullness, and this together w ith  the 
beauty  of the surrounding  countryside, accounts for its continued  
appeal bo th  to the native and  the visitor.

In preparing these notes, I would like to express my 
thanks to R ear-A dm iral W. G. S. Tighe, M r. W . Cody, E state  
Agent, and the people of Inistioge for their k ind  co-operation 
and help.

The following au thors were used for reference : Paris A n 
derson (N ook and  Corners), Pub. 1848; James L. M orris (O s
sory Archaeological Society) Vol I page 240; George D. Burt- 
chaell (M em bers of Parliam ent); M r. R. Langrish (Journals 
Royal Society, 1896); Canon C arrigan (vol. 4); M r. J. J. 
Hughes (Old K ilkenny Review, 1948); M r. T. W hyte of C ap
pagh (Notes) and N otes and inform ation supplied by local 
people.
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