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self as the shy young man bashful about the co m p li
ments.
But after the second perform ance attended by
W. B. Yeats, Lady G regory (p o s s ib ly ), Padraic Colum,
and the celebrated author him self. Pearse was ready
w ith a speech in w hich he so cle a rly drew com parison
between the play and the present, that he left no doubt
that he considered Ireland was in a sim ila r mood of de
je ctio n and despair aw aiting a deliverer.
Dr. Gwynn com m ented “ It daw ned on me then that
not only did Pearse long fo r p o litic a l m artyrdom as a
national hero. He actually believed that he m ight him 
self fill the heroic role that had inspired him so m uch” .

SYMBOLIC MEANING
The author — “ seated in the audience w ith his grey
hair and p iercing eyes, and his general air of personal
d istin c tio n — ” being asked to reply, stated that like
Pearse he noted the sym bolic meaning.
“ He hoped that it m ight presage a new age in
w hich the young men and wom en of Ireland w ould once
again lead the lives of free people on the m ountains.”
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A fla t decorated bronze axe-head was found dur
ing the operation of rem oving a m ound w ith a bulldoze r
about June, 1968. Finder James M cDerm ot. The axehead was acquired by Rothe House M useum in June,
1969. The site it situated in the tow nland of Sm ithstown
Upper, about one mile from Thom astow n on the Kilfane
Road, on the lands of Mr. M ichael C arroll.
A xeheads made of bronze were used as u tilita ria n
tools, like hatchets, th ro u g h o u t the Bronze Age,
from
about 2,000 B.C. to 700 B.C. or later. They were o rig 
in ally m odelled on the stone axehead but w ith less bulk
so as to econom ise the valuable metal. For this reason
they are described asFlat Axeheads and also
to dis
tingu ish them from the subsequent elaborated types
w hich culm inated in the S ocketed Axehead.
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W ithin the Flat Axehead type there are plain ones
and those w ith surface ornam ent, e ither cast or tooled.
The specim en from Sm ithstow n shows traces of orna
ment both on the fla t faces and on the narrow edges.
It is unlike ly that these decorative o bje cts were used as
u tility to o ls but rather as status sym bols or tokens of
autho rity or honour.
The ornam ent reflects the art m otifs current in Ire
land at this early period and there are many such ex
am ples of the bronze-sm ith's cra ft found th ro u g h o u t the
country.
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