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R e n o v a t i o n s  T o  T h e  B l a c k  A b b e y

In  rep ly  to the m any  people who have asked and to 
give some idea to those who are probab ly  wondering, the 
following is an outline of the works of repair and 
restoration  th a t  we are doing in the Abbey. We are
w orking at p resent on the tow er (built  in 1505 by the 
Shortalls  of Bally lark in) and w hen tha t  is finished we 
hope to do works of a ltera tion  and repa ir  to the interior 
of the  church itself.

F irstly, the architect, on examining the tower found it 
in very  poor condition. The w ea th e r  had loosened all the 
stonew ork a t the top of the tow er — there  was severe
and extensive dam pness in all the walls (the cause of the
heavy g row th  of ivy and weeds) — the floors and their 
s truc tu ra l  supports inside the tower had suffered from this 
dam pness and obviously needed to be renew ed  or
extensively repaired and all this w ork of repointing and 
recapping stonew ork etc. has occupied the contractor over 
the past weeks.

Inside the Church itself, we hope to restore the Abbey 
to its original simplicity  by s tripping the p laster from 
the stone walls and opening up the stone arches to form a 
new  Sanctuary  in th e  position of the present sacristy. The 
p resent Sacristy is in fact p a r t  of the original church and 
has a great East w indow  which will dom inate  the in terior 
of the Abbey when the new  sanc tuary  is formed. We hope 
also to bring  the S anctuary  into line w ith  the needs of 
new  liturgy. The m ajor featu re  of this would be the a lta r  
changed so th a t  Mass will be celebrated facing the people, 
and the sanctuary  will have to be re-designed to fit in 
w ith  this.
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