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O pening  O f T ourist O ffice

A t R o th e  H o u se
(KILKENNY PEOPLE R EPO RT)

A new inform ation office of the South Eastern  Regional T o u r­
ist A ssociation was opened in R othe H ouse by M rs M argaret 
Phelan, vice-president of the K ilkenny Archaeological Society, 
in sum m er ’65. Owen Roe O ’Neill is said to have stayed in the 
house during the C onfederation of Kilkenny.

M r A rth u r Cusack, area m anager, South Regional T ourist 
Association, R ight Rev D r H. R. M cAdoo, Bishop of Ossory, 
Ferns and Leighlin, V Rev T. J. Clohosey, p resident of the  K il­
kenny Archaeological Society, M r W. A. L. Finnigan, a m em ber 
of the Board of D irectors of the Regional T ourist A ssociation 
and the M ayor, M r T. D elaney spoke a t the opening.

M r Cusack said it gave him  great pleasure on behalf of the 
South Eastern  Regional T ourist A ssociation to  open this unique 
tou rist inform ation office.

Mrs  M. Phelan, who form ally opened the door of the  office, 
thanked  the A ssociation for siting the office in R othe House. It 
was a m atter w hich gave her and the m em bers of KAS great joy. 
They set out merely to  restore  R othe House for K ilkenny bu t to 
m ake it a useful building for K ilkenny men and women.

T H E  SU B SC RIBERS

She thanked  R ight Rev D r M cAdoo, V Rev Dean Gash, V Rev 
F r Clohosey, p resident and the o ther m em bers of the KAS and all 
their generous benefactors who subscribed to the fund for the 
presentation  of R othe House.

The office was a very small part of the entire building. They 
had seen w hat had been done in th a t portion  and the rest of the 
house, when com pleted, would be on the same lines and just as 
beautiful in every way. She paid a special tribu te  to  M r Louis 
Feely of the N ational M onum ents Branch of the  Board of W orks 
who was in charge of the restoration  for his help, kindness and 
consideration.

M rs Phelan also paid tribu te  to M r Percy de Clerc, Inspector
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of N ational M onum ents who was responsible for designing and 
directing the restoration work.

Right Rev Dr M cA d o o  said it was enorm ously satisfying to a 
K ilkenny m an—he felt he was a K ilkenny man by adoption—to 
find th is w onderful house made available as well as restored  for a 
useful purpose. “We can have a cold antiquity  bu t it is a great 
thing to  bring antiquity  back into the swing of the 20th century 
because a living past is m uch m ore im portan t than a dead past.”

R E S T O R A T IO N  W O R K

A  great deal of restoration work had been undertaken and 
carried out in Kilkenny. There was the w ork done in St C anice’s 
C athedral, St M ary’s Hall and now this splendid house restored 
and preserved for Kilkenny. He congratulated  all concerned with 
its restoration .

V  Rev Fr Clohosey congratulated  the m em bers of the KAS 
and all associated w ith the work of restoration. They were all de­
lighted tha t the work had been brought to  a successful conclus­
ion.
The o ther day he had a le tte r from W ard Lock who were pub­
lishing a guide to K ilkenny and they had asked him if there were 
any changes he would like to  make in it. He replied th a t there 
were none except th a t they include R othe House. It was not 
m entioned at all and, in his opinion, it was one of the im portan t 
item s— a m ust to be seen in Kilkenny.
W hen the hoarding was up during restoration  work Rothe House 

was of in terest only to archaeologists bu t since it was taken down 
and the people were able to see the m arvellous appearance the 
building presented  the public began to  take a particu lar in te r­
est in it. He paid a special tribu te  to  M rs Phelan who played a 
very im portan t part in everything associated w ith having the 
building restored.

A N  IN S P IR A T IO N

The Mayor  congratulated the KAS on the w onderful work 
they had done and were doing to preserve old m onum ents in the 
city and county. They could learn m uch from the past and this 
w ork was an inspiration to the young people to  continue the effort 
in the future.
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He congratulated the South Eastern Regional T ourist A ssociat­
ion on establishing the office in K ilkenny and the KAS one of the 
oldest archaeological societies in Ireland. He thanked  M rs Phelan 
for the w onderful w ork she had pu t into the restoration  of R othe 
House.

M r W. A .  L. Finnigan, on behalf of the  Board of D irectors of 
the Regional T ourist A ssociation, praised the very valuable w ork 
of the KAS and particularly  the w ork done by F r Clohosey and 
M rs Phelan. Civic pride was one thing b u t when they w anted a 
job done m ore than civic pride was necessary. H ard  work was re­
quired.

A N  E X A M P L E

He could assure them  th a t a t tim es M rs Phelan m ust have 
been heart broken about the a ttitu d e  shown when help was re ­
quired. Looking around the city there was plenty of w ork of im ­
provem ent to  be done and he hoped th a t R othe House would 
set an example.
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