Inchintaglin,
Adrigole,
Ban try, County Cork.

Copy/

A Chara:The following is an account in detail of the destruction
caused by the Military to the house and property of Eugene P.
O'Sullivan, as an official reprisal for the shooting of soldiers ,
which took place several miles distant.

The destruction was carried

out by a party of K.O.S.B., who arrived at 8 a.m. on the 25th. day
of May, 1921.

They first ordered the family - consisting of fathe r

and mother and two daughters , and an invalid son whose illness was
a result of i lltreatment while in Military custody, to clear out.
They then laid their explosives around the walls of the dwelling
house which completely demolished the entire building, and contents
of: Furniture, bed and bedding, clothing, and all the family
belongings of boots , books , household utensils, etc.

They then

laid similar explosives round the walls of the outhouses of barn,
dairy, and fowl house destroying them similarly, - burning therein
farm implements of all kinds , milk and butter, and killing several
fowl and a young calf.

Prior to the blowing up of the house the

three sons of the family were "wanted" men and were searched for
twenty times in all.

These raid-s and searches were carried out

in all times of the night by Auxiliary, Black and Tan, and Military
Firces, who often came disguised and armed with intent to murder,
but happily were always disappointed, - often threatening to shoot
me if I would not tell where my sons were.

Owing to the continual

raids and searches the only three men of the family able to work
had to go "on the run", with the result that for more than twelve
months the crops and work generally were unattended to, a springing
cow, value then for £25, being lost as a result of the neglect,
there being no one to see after them.
following members:»

The family con sists of the

Eugene O'Sullivan, father, 68 years of age,

unable to work owing to rheumatism , and only goes about with the aid
of a stick, and is in poor health since the loss of his house.
Nano Dunne, M r s . O'Sullivan, wife , 65 years of age, got her mind

deranged right after the destruction of the h ouse, and is up to the
present in hospital under the care of a doctor.
Tady, eldest son, 32 years of age, was arrested and illtreated while
in custody.
Pronneas, second so n .

Donnachadh, third son, 20 years of age, -

did sorao work at home, though he was never able to sleep there.
Eoghan, fourth son, 25 years of age, - had to go "on the run" early
in 1921, as the police and Military made repeated searches for him,
being a volunteer officer, - it was at considerable risk he ventured
home •
Maire, eldest daughter, 27 years of age.

Was working, but had to

leave her position in order to nurse her mother during the time she
lay ill prior to her removal to hospital.
Nora, second daughter, 24 years of age.

Working at home In helping

the housework.
KN
eanse, third daughter, 22 years of age.

Being away from home took

ill because of the home worry, and was in hospital during the three
months of the Summer.
Michael fifth son, 21 years of age.
run; could not even visit home.

Had been the whole year on the

He was a prominent Volunteer Officer

and served with the West Cork Flying Column.
Sighle, youngest daughter, working at home, assisting in housekeeping.
She too had a narrow escape as she was fired on, between fifteen and
twenty bullets passing withi an inch of her.

All the family are

now at home, and it Is impossible for them to live in a locality
devoid of employment.
Early in June the White Cross granted a Loan of £50, which was indeed
very welcome and which w a s expended in buying food and bedding, and
other necessaries that enabled the family to live for the time.
During the time that elapsed after the blowing up of the house - up
to the time the local Volunteers erected a temporary cabin, which was
not even waterproof as it h ad only a roofing of thatch,

this cabin

was inadequate to shelter the whole family, who had more often to
sleep in the open air under severe weather of rain and storm.

On a

visit from Inspectors of the Irish White Cross, who saw for themselves the misery we were brought to, granted a Loan of £200 which
- 2 -

enabled us to build a house, which otherwise would h ave been imposs
ible for me to do.

This house, which we now live in. Is not complete

ly finished, and contains only a limited amount of furniture and
bedding.

This Grant helped so far, hut a further Loan from the

Munster end Leins ter Bank, partially and roughly repaired a few of
the outhouses which are now sorely needed to house the cattle during
wanton
the winter.
not alone the immediate loss caused by the/destruction
But the subsequent loss which was most pitiable.

For days the milk

cows had to be let hold their milk, as there were no vessels into
which to milk them, and then when they were milked it was to the
mercy of both cat and dog,
I am sorry the picture of the ruined dwelling is a faint one,
as there was really nothing but debris to be sketched.
From

the foregoing facts you can see that but for the White

Cross Relief we would be in a pitiable condition at present.
Is mise,
le mor me as orth,
Per Nance O'Sullivan,

Eugen O'Sullivan,

(Continued from Pronneas, record son;Pronease, engaged in Dublin, had to leave his position, causing him
serious loss, owing to the Military being on his track.

About twelve months ago he started an Irish College at Glengariff, where
he taught the language to people who came there from all partsof the
Country,
The British Government Officials having a hatred for the use of our
language, the local Police stationed at Glengariff R .I.C, Barracks
went one night during his stay there, at an unknown hour, set fire
to the Eccles Hotel Garage, and his Moto Bicycle which was in the
Garage was completely burned to ashes, - this also causing h im a
terrible loss
I will forward photo as soon as I can as I have none printed,
E .O'S.

