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chisteoireacht leis. Bheadh m uintir Cill Chainnigh buioch tuill- 
eadh eolas d ’fhail ar “A inm leabhar na gCnoc” go bhfuil an 
t-eolas so le fail ann fa Cill Chainnigh in 1840 :

“The English language being the com m on language spoken 
th roughou t all parts of the above county, the nam es of the  hills 
are spoken or given by the people in th a t language • . . .

The Irish names of the hills (where such could be obtained) 
are w ritten  under the received nam es exactly as given and 
pronounced by the local inhabitan ts bu t these Irish  nam es are 
only applied or used by the people when speaking the Irish  lan 
guage” . K ilkenny was one of the four counties trea ted  in the 
“H ill-Drawing N am ebooks” .

M olaim id go m or an liosta usaideach de “Foilsiuchain 1964” 
ata in U im hir a 3.

D innsheanchas is the praisew orthy journal of An Cum ann 
Logainm neacha. Subscription 10/- includes m em bership and 
two issues of Donnseanchas.

K y te le r 's  I n n

BY R. A. WALSH, M.A., D-Ph., C.E.O.

A Bishop was im prisoned for 17 days, the whole of Europe was 
shocked, reverberations were felt as far away as Rome. Some 
people were hum iliated and whipped publicly through the 
streets. O thers fled to  live in exile.

A t least one woman was burned a t the stake. A nd w ithout 
exception, there was m isery for all concerned.

Yet, these incidents arose ou t of som ething which today would 
be considered little w orse than a H allow e’en prank. A nd cer
tainly more amusing.

But w itchcraft 600 years ago was a very serious business. And 
anyone who dabbled w ith the “unknow n” could expect the full 
force of church and sta te  reprisals and a ho t end to  their p rac
tices.

One of the m ost fam ous of all w itchcraft cases, w hich led to 
the incidents m entioned above, occurred in Kilkenny, and in the 
600 odd years since it has fascinated dem onologists, novelists, 
playwrights, h istorians and many others.
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U nfortunately , in recent years, Dame Alice Kyteler was in 
danger of being forgotten- But all th a t is now being rem edied. 
A nd the nam e of “D ear W itchy A lice” which was once known 
far and wide, will be perpetuated  in the place w here she carried 
on her “evil” shinanigans.
HIGH CLASS RESTAURANT

A group of K ilkenny businessm en have acquired the building 
in K ieran S treet know n as K yteler’s Inn and there they in tend 
opening a high class restau ran t, prim arily to a ttra c t tourists.

A nd to launch the project, Dr. R. A. W alsh, M .A., C.E.O., has 
compiled a booklet on Alice and her contem poraries w hich gives 
a lucid account of A lice’s career, and tria l and  subsequent escape 
to  England “supported  by certeine of the nobilitie”.

In the foreword, Dr W alsh explains : “For some tim e past 
there has been an aw areness in K ilkenny of the cultural value 
of its ancient m onum ents.

“The C athedral of St Canice has been restored  to  its pristine 
beauty; plans are in hand for the renovation and em bellishm ent 
of the O rm onde Castle; R othe H ouse has been restored  to  look 
as it did in the days of the C onfederation, the Alms H ouses are 
being preserved for posterity.
YE OLDE INN

“A group of enthisiasts have now acquired K yteler’s Inn. Their 
intention is to restore the building, retaining w hat can be retained 
of its older parts, and to re tu rn  it again to the purpose it served 
for so m any years — an in n ” .

In the main text, Dr W alsh tells us th a t Alice was born in 
K ilkenny about the year 1280, the daughter of a N orm an banker. 
H er first husband was W illiam Outlawe, and on his death she 
took three o thers in succession — all of N orm an stock.

She m arried Adam  Le Blont of Callan as her second husband 
and was a widow again by 1302. She then m arried  R ichard de 
Valle in 1311 and, by 1324, the date of her trial, she was wife 
of John Le Poer.
OUTSTANDING BEAUTY

Alice prospered in business and while she seems to  have had 
an unusual flair for m oneym aking she m ust also have been a 
person of outstanding beauty, or she could no t have been as 
a ttrac tive  as she was w ith so m any men.

Soon, A lice’s enem ies began to m u tte r of w itchcraft, to  whisper
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th a t she had got rid of her four husbands by foul means; th a t 
the w ealth came from her association w ith an evil sp irit th a t 
consorted  w ith her in the  shape of a great black dog- R um our 
also had it th a t she concocted w itch ’s brews.

E ventually reports reached the ears of the Lord Bishop of O s
sory —  R ichard de Ledrede, a s tric t disciplinarian. He d e te r
m ined to deal w ith Alice and he m ade form al com plaint of her 
evildoing to the  Chancellor of Ireland, urging the im m ediate 
arrest of herself and her associates.

But the accused were w ealthy and influential and their 
friends had the Bishop lodged in prison. H e secured his release 
after 17 days, however, and the case against Alice w ent ahead.

A fter due exam ination she was “by com m on consent of all the 
judges secular and religious pronounced guilty of sorcery and 
magic, of heresy and of having sacrificed to  dem ons; and  she was 
ordered to  be handed over to the secular au tho rity  to  be duly 
pun ished”.
PUBLIC WHIPPING

Alice and her associates were condem ned to  be whipped 
through the stree ts a t the c a r t’s tail and afterw ards to  be burned  
a t the stake outside the Tholsel. But it appears th a t on the night 
before the planned execution Alice escaped from  prison.

Of her accomplices, Petronilla, and o thers w ere w hipped and 
then burned before the Tholsel in the presence of a vast m u lti
tude of people; others were publicly w hipped through the streets; 
o thers again were banished from the city and diocese; and several 
fled the rigour of the law and were never heard of again.

T hat was all over 600 years ago. A nd today, the old inn in 
K ieran s tree t is being prepared for use as an inn once more.

“W e plan to restore the building, bu t we also in tend to  pres
erve its h istoric con tinu ity”, M r Colm O Cochlain, one of the d ir
ectors tells us. “M r Percy Le Clerc of the Board of W orks exam 
ined the building and he agreed th a t th is should be done. The 
cellar is the o ldest part of the building and when restored  it 
should appear as it was 700 years ago” .

“W ork on the building will be in three stages”, M r O Cochlain 
said- The first stage will be the resto ra tion  of the  building to 
prevent fu rther deterioration , and the com pletion of the cellar 
as a dining area.

(Review by courtesy of “Kilkenny People” m agazine section).

Rose Archer


