
Margaret Fitzgerald, wife of Piers Butler 
8th Earl of Ormond and 1st Earl of Ossory

Imelda Kehoe

Margaret Fitzgerald, Countess o f  Ormond, has suffered 
from a bad press. Tradition has also been unkind to her 
memory. We know very little about her personally. True 
her name is coupled with her husband's in hundreds o f 
original deeds am ong the Orm ond Evidences. She took a 
conspicuous part in public affairs as is evident from State 
papers and from the writings o f Edmund Cam pion and 
Richard Stanyhurst. If she inspired respect as the driving 
force behind Piers, she also inspired fear as a ruthless 
enemy and as a dispenser o f Summary ‘Justice' . However, 
the real wom an is difficult to discern.

When Raphael H olinshed's: ‘Chronicles o f England, 
Scotlande and Irelande' were published in 1577, Richard 
Stanyhurst compiled ‘The Descripton o f Ireland' and the 
third book o f the History. He had been tutor in the 1570s to 
Gerald, son and heir o f Gerald Fitzgerald, 11th Earl o f 
Kildare. He had access to Fitzgerald documents, and his 
writing was prejudiced by this. He wrote over 100 years 
after M argaret's birth, and he painted an intim idating 
picture o f her.

Margaret, although born a Fitzgerald, becam e a staunch 
and loyal Butler. When Stanyhurst praised her, his praise 
was usually qualified: ‘She was remarkable for her wisdom 
in matters norm ally beyond the com prehension o f w om en1' .

‘The singular wisdom  o f the Countess, a lady o f such a 
port, that all the estates o f the realm couched to her, so 
politique that nothing was thought substantially debated 
without her advice, man-like, tall o f stature, very rich and 
bountiful, a bitter enemy, the only meane in those days 
whereby her husband's country was reclaym ed from the 
sluttish and unclean Irish custome to the English habits, 
bedding, house-keeping and civilities. But to these virtues 
was yoked such a self-liking and such a m ajesty above the 
tenure o f a subject that for insurance therof she stickled not 
to abuse her husband's honour upon her brother's fo lly '2.
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A gain , when Robert Talbot o f Belgard, Sheriff o f Dublin, 
— and ally o f Piers, w ho was then, 1523, Lord Deputy, — 
was murdered by Kildare's half-brother, James, near 
Ballym ore Eustace while on his w ay to spend Christm as 
with M argaret and Piers in Kilkenny, Stanyhurst wrote:

‘With this despiteful murther, both sides brake out into 
open enmitie and especially the Countesse, Kildare hys 
sister, a rare wom an and able for w isdom  to rule a realm, 
had not her stom ach over-ruled her Knowledge'3.

Carte was kinder:
‘She ruled her husband with an iron hand and was a 

person o f great wisdom  and courage uncom m on in her sex '4.

Tradition
‘However large as was the place filled by the Red Earl 

(Piers), it is a fact that in the traditions o f  the peasants o f 
Kilkenny his existence is utterly forgotten, whereas his 
wife, the Countess, M airéad Gearoid, was far better 
remembered, form ing with Cromwell and the Danes a triad 
to whom  alm ost everything m arvellous, cunning and cruel 
is attributed. She is the traditional builder as Cromwell is 
the traditional ‘destroyer o f nearly every castle in the 
district' . Numberless tales are told o f her power, her 
wisdom  and her oppressions'5.

‘Her name was used to frighten little children o f  the 
peasantry'6.

Healy seems to have dipped his pen in acid when he 
wrote: ‘She was called the Good Countess o f  Orm ond for 
what reason I do not know, except it be for her savage 
whim s o f  hanging tenants at G ranny Castle on the Suir or 
for having ruled her husband as you would a puppet'7.

Carrigan tells us o f the castles M argaret built, 
Ballyragget and Balleen, with their stone benches in the 
W atch towers — ‘M airéad's C hairs' . The jutting stone from 
which she hanged prisoners is part o f  the tradition.

Further south, in the parish o f K ilm anagh, M argaret's 
character also suffers. A ll members o f  the Dreeling fam ily 
were ousted from their home, Brittas Castle, by ‘the all- 
grasping Mairéad Ni Ghearoid, Countess o f  Orm ond'8.

W orse  is  to com e. In  a v il la g e  ca lle d  S ce a ch  in
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Templeorum parish, she was accused o f hanging a man on 
a large white thorn, or Sceach, that grew there, hence its 
name ‘Sceach na Countheesha' — the Countess' 
W hitethorn9.

Aughavillar was the scene o f greater villainy! M argaret 
was alleged to have been responsible for robbing and 
murdering seven Bishops, brothers, all born at one birth. 
H aving returned from Rome, they were travelling on foot to 
Aughavillar. Believing they carried valuables M argaret 
ordered her sevants to pursue and murder them. This they 
did at A uchnageoun on the Lismatigue river10 (Áth na 
gCeann - Ford o f Heads). A  large Celtic Cross in 
D unam aggin graveyard marked, it was said, the grave o f 
one bishop.103. The others were in Killamery, Kilkieran and 
Ahenny.

As these crosses, as well as the story o f the ‘Seven 
B ishops' , belong to a much earlier period, Margaret was 
innocent o f the crime attributed to her.

Who w as M argaret Fitzgerald?
She was the 2nd daughter o f Gerald Fitzgerald, 8th Earl o f 
Kildare (1456-1513) and A lyson (Alice) Eustace or 
FitzEustace, daughter o f Roland FitzEustace Kt., Lord 
Chancellor o f Ireland, created Baron Portlester in 1462. 
Gerald, the Great Earl, as he was known and A lyson had 
seven children, 6 daughters and one son. (See Fitzgerald 
Chart)
They were: 1. Eleanor m.(i) Donall M cCarthy Reagh, 

Prince o f Carbery.
(ii) M anus O 'Donnell, Lord o f

Tir Conaill.
2. M argaret m. Piers Butler, later 8th Earl o f 

Ormond.
3. Elizabeth m. Christopher Fleming 13th 

Lord Slane.
4. A lice m. Conn B acach O 'Neill, later Earl o f 

Tyrone.
5. Eustacia m. Ulick Burke, Lord of 

Clanricarde.
6. Joan m. Maelruana O 'Carroll o f Ely.
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(All these marriages were arranged to extend the Great 
Earl's power.)

One Son: Gerald, born 1487 — 9th Earl o f Kildare 1513 
-1534.

He married: (i)Elizabeth Douche, daughter o f  Sir John 
Douche o f Derbyshire, in 1503, in England. She was Silken 
Thom as's mother. She died Oct. 1517.

(ii) Elizabeth Grey, daughter o f Marquis o f Dorset, 
(cousin o f Henry VIII), also in England, 1520.

M argaret's mother, a patron o f Irish poets, died while the 
Great Earl was held in the Tower o f  London, Feb. 1495. He 
was charged with treason. Pardoned by Henry VII at 
Salisbury, August 1496, he returned home with a new wife, 
Elizabeth St. John, a distant relative o f Henry VII and with 
his Lord Deputyship renewed for 10 years. In fact, he 
remained Lord Deputy until his death in 1513.

Gerald and his second wife had seven sons. Two, Henry 
and Thom as died young. The other five, James, Oliver, 
Richard, John and Walter were executed at Tyburn with 
their nephew Silken Thom as, February 3rd 1537. Their 
mother predeceased them.

There is a lack o f personal material about most o f the 
Fitzgerald family.

M argaret's father: ‘ He was a m ighty man o f stature, full 
o f honoure and courage who had bin Deputie and Lord 
Justice o f Ireland . . . three and thirtie years'11.

‘Kildare was open and playne, hardly able to rule him self 
when he was moved, in anger not so sharp as short, being 
easily displeased and sooner appeased'12.

‘Soon hot and soon cold, he was o f the English well- 
beloved, a good Iusticier, a suppressor o f the rebels, a 
warrior incom parable'13.

Margaret inherited m any o f her father's attributes, her 
stature, her generosity and her force o f character. The 
great Countess o f Orm ond had inherited the most 
form idable qualities o f  the Great Earl, as she was to prove 
in a manner unfortunate for her brother, Gerald'14.

M arriage with Piers Butler
Why would the Great Earl consider marriage with Piers
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for Margaret. Piers was the son o f Sir Jam es Butler, who 
was deputy or agent in Ireland for his absentee cousin, 
Thom as, 7th Earl o f  Orm ond. Sir Jam es was son o f  Sir 
Edmund Butler o f Pottlerath Castle and grandson o f Sir 
Richard Butler o f Paulstown, who had been younger 
brother o f  James, 3rd Earl o f  Ormond. (See Butler Fam ily 
Chart).

Thom as, the 7th Earl, was the third o f 3 brothers, all o f 
whom  had been Earls o f Ormond. James, the eldest, the 5th 
Earl, was a staunch Lancastrian. He was taken prisoner 
by the Yorkists after the Battle o f  Towton, 1460. Attainted 
(deprived o f his rights by conviction  for treason) with his 
brothers, he was executed, M arch 1461.

John, the 2nd brother, had his attainder annulled by the 
Irish Parliam ent in 1475 and was restored to his Earldom 
by King Edward IV. He died on Pilgrim age to the H oly 
Land, 1478. He left an illegitimate son, Jam es Ormond, 
whose mother was Reynalda O 'Brien o f Thom ond. This 
Jam es was later Knighted by Henry VII when sending him 
to Ireland.

Follow ing Joh n 's death, Thom as succeeded him as 7th 
Earl. He was an extremely wealthy man. Known in 
Ireland as ‘The Earl o f W ool' , he remained in England. His 
cousin, Sir Jam es Butler, acted, as I 've said, as his deputy 
in Ireland. Though married several times, the Earl had no 
male heirs. He had two daughters: Ann m. Sir Jam es St. 
Leger, M argaret m. Sir Wm. Boleyn. (See Chart)

This was the position on 22nd August 1485, when 
Richard III, the last Yorkist and Plantagenet King, was 
killed at Bosworth by Henry Tudor's Arm y. Tradition has 
it that R ichard's crown, found in a bush there, was placed 
on H enry's head as he stood on Crown Hill. Henry 
proclaimed him self King, and a new era began.

For Gerald Fitzgerald, it m eant that the House o f  York, 
w'hich his fam ily had supported, had lost and that the 
Lancastrians, whom  the Butlers had always backed, were 
in power. A  Parliam ent held in N ovem ber 1485 at 
W estminster, confirm ed Henry Tudor as Henry VII. 
Thom as Butler, Earl o f Orm ond was made a Privy 
Councillor. Kildare married his 2nd daughter, Margaret, to
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Sir Jam es Butler's son, Piers. Piers was cousin — and as 
Thom as the Earl had no sons, — would be heir male to the 
Earl o f  Ormond. The Book o f  Howth says they were 
married late in 1485 ‘for policy '.

M argaret' s Age
Roland FitzEustace is mentioned as Gerald's father-in-law 
as early as 1472. As Gerald was born 1456, he was probably 
m arried 1471/72. If M argaret were his second daughter, 
she must have been only about 12 years o f age in 1485. I 
have not found either the date o f  her birth or o f her 
marriage. Is there any record o f  where the young couple 
started their married life? It could have been perhaps 
Callan, Knocktopher or Pottlerath. It is easy to understand 
how Margaret, separated from her fam ily, and with her 
sisters gradually spread all over the country in arranged 
marriages, becam e a Butler in heart, mind and spirit.

Piers and His Family
Piers was then about 18 years old. His father Sir James 
Butler and his grandfather Sir Edmund M ac Richard 
Butler had, in 1462, helped John, the 6th Earl o f  Ormond. 
He cam e to Ireland to rally the Butlers and their allies to 
the Lancastrian cause. Their forces were routed at Piltown 
that year by Thom as Fitzgerald, 7th Earl o f  Desmond. 
Edmund and James, like their cousin the Earl, were 
attainted by the Irish Parliament. K ing Edward IV  
appointed Desm ond as Deputy, and in 1465 they were 
pardoned at a Parliam ent in Drogheda.

About 1460, the Rector o f  Beaule, O w ning15 was sent to 
Rome to procure a dispensation for the marriage o f Sir 
Jam es Butler and Saiv (Sabina) K avanagh, daughter o f 
Donal Reagh K avanagh. A s the dispensation was a long 
time com ing, they had three children, two boys, Edmund 
and Theobald and a daughter E licia born to them in the 
interim. Finally, when the dispensation arrived they, with 
their children, friends and followers, rode from 
Knocktopher Castle to Listerlin Church to be married. 
Listerlin was nearly h a lf way to K avanagh country.

The children were placed beneath the stole (pallium) o f
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the V icar o f Knocktopher, Henry de Londres, as he 
performed the m arriage ceremony. This legitimised them 
in the eyes o f the church. Piers was born subsequently, late 
1467, or shortly afterwards. A  younger brother John, and 
two sisters, M argaret and another girl16 completed the 
fam ily. A  Letter o f Denization ( act o f m aking one a citizen) 
dated 10th M ay 1467, granted Sabina all the privileges o f 
English Law. An A ct o f  Parliam ent legitimised the 
marriage, 1468. John Tiptoft, Earl o f Worcester was 
Deputy then and held Parliament in Drogheda.

Sir Jam es Butler, Piers' father, died in Knocktopher 
Castle in 1487. Piers was nam ed as sole executor o f his will. 
More im portantly he bequeathed Piers ‘the custody and 
defence o f  the lands o f m y Lord the Earl o f Orm ond as it 
was given and possessed by m e' .17 The Earl him self was to 
have no say in the matter, in Jam es' opinion! Piers 
subsequent career is extremely well documented, (see 
notes).

It is im portant to point out that M argaret's brother, 
Gerald was born 1487, two years after she had left 
M aynooth. W hen he was seven, he was sent as hostage for 
his father to K ing H enry's Court in England. He remained 
there until 1503, when at the age o f sixteen, he returned 
with his bride to Ireland. Margaret, therefore, hardly knew 
him.

In 1487 also, her uncle Thom as Fitzgerald, who had been 
Lord Chancellor 1482/3, was killed at the Battle o f  Stoke, 
fighting with Lincoln and Lambert Simnel, the Pretender, 
against Henry VII. This Simnel, posing as Edward, Earl o f 
Warwick, had been crowned at Christ Church Cathedral in 
M ay o f that year. M argaret's father was suspected o f 
aiding and abetting the coup d 'etat — at the very least.

At a very low ebb in her life, M argaret's mother died 
while her father was in the Tower o f London on a charge o f 
treason, 1495. In 1493/94, Piers h im self was jailed by Sir 
Jam es Ormond, the illegitimate son o f John, 6th Earl o f 
Ormond. Jam es had com e to Ireland in the winter o f 1491
92 in a dual capacity. He was to act as Deputy for the 
absentee 7th Earl o f  Orm ond, in place o f  Piers; and as a 
military governor, with Thom as Garth, o f Kilkenny and

OKR 1991
Imelda Kehoe: M argaret Fitzgerald, w ife o f Piers Butler 8th Earl of

Ormond and 1st Earl o f Ossory



M ARGARET FITZGERALD 833

Tipperary. He was given lands by the K ing and became 
Lord Treasurer, 15th June 1492. This brought him into 
open conflict with the Great Earl and with Piers.

When Gerald, the Great Earl, returned to Ireland in 
August 1496 matters im proved for the young couple. Sir 
Jam es Orm ond was no longer as powerful, either with the 
K ing or with the Earl. He had caused Piers and M argaret 
great misery. Piers eventually murdered him, 17th July 
1497, and Stanyhurst involves Margaret. We are told the 
pair were forced because o f  Jam es Orm ond to lurk in woods 
and were reduced to penury. M argaret who was pregnant, 
wished for wine. Piers prom ised to get it for her. Hearing 
that his enemy Jam es Orm ond, (the base Butler), would 
travel from Dunmore to Kilkenny with six horsemen, he 
‘With his lackey did forstall him in the way, and with a 
courageous charge, gored the Bastard through with his 
spear. This prosperous calm e succeeding the former 
boysterous storme, the Lady Margaret began to take hearte, 
her natural stoutnesse floted, as well as by remembraunce 
o f hir noble birth, as by the intelligence o f hir honorable 
m atch '18 (and presumably the wine!).

The young couple's early married life was a chequered 
one. Piers hadn 't m any friends am ong his kith-and-kin, but 
he was son-in-law to the most powerful man in Ireland and 
related through his mother to the M cMurrough Kavanaghs. 
He and Margaret clawed their way upwards after Sir James 
O rm ond's murder. Piers got a royal pardon, 1498. By 1499, 
he was a Com m issioner in Co. Kilkenny.

The year 1500 was a good one for them. Gerald 
Fitzgerald as Deputy held a two-day quasi-Parliam ent in 
Kilkenny.19 M argaret rebuilt Gowran Castle, and shortly 
afterwards Piers's elder brothers' claim s were set aside. In 
1502, Walter Fitzsim ons, Archbishop o f Dublin, 
authenticated Piers's father's will in the Parish Church o f 
Gowran.

By 1505, when the 7th Earl made Piers his deputy in 
Ireland and Seneschal o f the Liberty o f Tipperary, Piers 
was the most powerful Butler in Ireland. The O 'Briens o f 
Thom ond, the O 'Carrolls o f Ely, his relations the Dunboyne 
and Cahir Butlers, were all gradually won over.
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The 7th Earl o f Ormond died August 1515. A  new 
struggle began for Piers and Margaret, this time with the 
English Butler heirs, especially the Boleyns. The Great 
Earl o f Kildare had died in Athy, 1513, as a result o f a gun 
shot wound received in a skirmish with the O 'Mores o f 
Laois.

Gerald, the 9th Earl, M argaret's brother was their friend 
for a few years, so Piers and Margaret were recognised as 
Earl and Countess o f  Ormond in Ireland, 1516. But Kildare 
was ordered by Royal letter to help the 7th Earl's daughters 
and not Piers. Kildare was in a quandary. The King 
refused to recognise Piers's title, although he was styled as 
Earl in Royal Com m issions. This led to anim osity between 
Piers and Gerald, and Margaret vigorously supported her 
husband. Piers accepted the lesser title o f Earl o f Ossory in 
1528, but achieved the acme o f  success, when, 22nd 
February 1538, the Earldom s o f Ormond and Ossory were 
granted to him by Henry VIII.

Their Children
They had three sons and six daughters. History repeated 
itself because the girls were married ‘for policy '.
1. Margaret, the eldest, married: (i) Thom as, 2nd son o f 

Maurice Fitzgerald Earl o f Desmond. (ii) Bryan 
(Barnaby) M ac Giolla Padraig, known as Fi tzpatrick 
after 1541, when he was created Baron o f Upper Ossory.

2. Joan: m. Sir Jam es Butler, 10th Baron Dunboyne, 1519. 
On the death o f the Baron, 1533, Piers and Margaret 
became guardians o f their sons, who were minors.

3. To patch up a long-standing quarrel another daughter 
married Thom as Butler, Lord o f Cahir c.1524.

4. Ellice: m. Sir Gerald Fitzgerald, 3rd Lord o f Decies.
5. Another daughter m. Richard Le Poer, Lord Power o f 

Curraghmore.
6. The youngest, Ellena: m. D onogh O 'Brien c.1534. He 

was created Baron o f Ibracken, 1543. Known as ‘The 
Fat' , eldest son o f  Conor O 'Brien o f  Thom ond, he 
becam e Earl o f Thom ond but was murdered by his 
brother, 1553. Ellena died in 1597, and was buried in St. 
Canice's Cathedral, Kilkenny.
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The sons were:
1. Jam es (1504 - 1546). He spent m any years in England. 

He married Joan Fitzgerald daughter o f James, 10th 
Earl o f Desmond - 1531/32. Thom as (Black Tom) the 
10th Earl o f Orm ond, their eldest son was born 1532. 
That year Jam es was made Lord Treasurer also. He 
was injured near Thom astow n during the Revolt o f 
Silken Thom as, who defeated Piers and Jam es at 
Jerpoint 1534, and left Jam es lame. Jam es was created 
V iscount Thurles 1534. He died, with 18 o f his followers 
at a banquet in Ely House, Holborn, London October 
1546. He had been 9th Earl o f  Orm ond and Ossory for 7 
years.

2. Richard, died 1571. He took an active part in his 
father's military engagem ents. He became Viscount 
M ountgarret and Baron o f Kells, 1550. Married (i) 
Eleanor Butler c.1520, daughter o f  Theobald Bulter o f 
N eigham .20 Son, Edmund, (ii) Catherine Barnewell o f 
Stackallen, Co. Meath, (iii) Ann, daughter o f John 
Plunkett, Lord Killeen, from whom  he was divorced21. 
He is buried in St. C anice's Cathedral.

3. Thom as, the youngest son, was killed, 1532, in the 
neighbourhood o f Ballykealy, near Cullahill22. T h e  
Four M asters' say he was slain by Dermot M ac Giolla 
Pádraig, Tanist o f the Lordship o f  M ac G iolla Pádraig. 
Bryan, (later M argaret Butler's second husband) 
handed him over to Piers, who fettered him in revenge 
for his son23. Lord Jam es Butler, Piers's son, accused 
K ildare's followers o f  the deed, saying Dermot was only 
an accessory.

Piers also had an illegitim ate son, Edmund. His mother 
was a Hackett. He becam e A rchdeacon o f  Ossory 
September 1516, and while still retaining that office, 
becam e A rchbishop o f  Cashel, October 1524. He died 
c.155124.

In Praise o f M argaret
‘M argaret Countess o f  Orm ond and Ossory, the fairest 
daughter o f  the Earl o f Kildare, was unquestionably one o f 
the m ost remarkable women o f  her age and country, and
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proved in every sense o f the word, a ‘help-mete' for her 
husband . . .  In the m anagem ent o f her husband's property 
she seems to have taken a lively interest' .25

‘The said Earl and Countess planted great civilite in the 
Counties o f Tipperary and Kilkenny, and to give good 
exam ple to the people o f the country, brought out o f 
Flanders and other countries, diverse artificers, who were 
daily kept at worke by them in their Castle o f Kilkenny, 
where they wrought and made diaper, tapistry, turkey- 
carpets, cushions and other like workes'26.

She and Piers were responsible for the founding, in 
1538/39, o f Kilkenny Grammar School. This school stood 
at the west end o f  St. C anice's Cathedral27. Richard 
Stanyhurst spent six years there from 1557, when Peter 
White was headm aster and wrote ‘that in the realm of 
Ireland was no gram m ar school so good; in England, I am 
assured, none better' .

Margaret must have had a difficult time m anaging 
affairs at home, when Piers, and later, he and his sons, 
were involved in affairs o f state, raids on enemies, visits to 
London and the extension o f their authority throughout the 
South East, from Arklow, through Tullow, back to Nenagh 
and as far south as New Ross, W aterford and Dungarvan. 
In the 1530s tragedy struck. First she mourned the death of 
her youngest son, killed in 1532. Then the Fitzgerald 
fam ily was alm ost wiped out, with the death o f her brother, 
the 9th Earl o f Kildare, in the Tower o f London, 1534, 
followed by his son Thom as, her nephew, and her five half 
brothers all executed at Tyburn, 1537. Two years later, 
Piers was dead, having been 8th Earl o f Orm ond and 
Ossory officially for eighteen months. He died at Pottlerath 
Castle, 26th August 1539.

Piers's will, written at Pottlerath Castle, 26th M ay 1539, 
appointed and constituted M argaret his wife and his two 
sons, Jam es and Richard, as his joint executors,28 showing 
that just as in life, he still depended on her in death. The 
rule o f the Counties o f Kilkenny and Tipperary was, after 
Piers's death, committed by the Government to her in 
conjunction with Sir Richard, her son and others,29 an 
acknowledgem ent o f her skill and acumen.
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It was possibly  at G rannagh Castle, traditionally one o f 
her favourite homes, that she dictated and signed the 
obsequious letter she sent to King Henry VIII, from 
Waterford, 8th July 1540. Piers had for m any years sent 
gifts, no doubt at her prompting, to Henry, Wolsey and 
Thom as Cromwell. N ow she did the same — a g ift o f two 
goshaw ks ‘as o f my poor g ift ' . She m ay have been 
rem inding him also o f the loyalty o f her son James, 9th 
Earl,who with Robert Cowley had recently opposed St. 
Leger, the Deputy. ‘Please it your most excellent Highness 
to be advertised, that like as my Lord, my husband, whose 
Soul Jesu rest, at times delighted to provide such pleasures 
in this land as should be acceptable to your M ajesty, so in 
sem blance wise, do I recognise m yself much bounden to 
declare my heart and duty towards your grace . . . Your 
Grace's most humble bounden subject M. o f  Ormond and 
Oss . . .  To our Sovereign Lord the K ing 's M ost Excellent 
H ighness.'30

The signature is written in a shaky hand. Two years 
later St. Leger curtly announced her death to the K ing:‘The 
old Lady o f Orm ond is deceased'31.

She died, intestate, 9th August 1542, three years after 
Piers. She is buried to his left, in St. C anice's Cathedral 
beneath a monum ent which, was probably erected in Piers' 
lifetime for them both.32 The year o f her death was not 
inserted. Did no one care?

Tradition has it that once, when she was very ill, a cleric 
visited her. He adm onished her about the duties she needed 
to perform before she died. She is reputed to have stated 
that it were better for one old wom an to suffer the pains o f 
Hell, than for the Butlers to lose their land to strangers.

With this indomitable wom an beside him is it any wonder 
that Piers before his death, had overcom e every obstacle 
and was secure in his Earldom. Their descendants have 
been the ch ief Butlers since - first as Earls, later as Dukes 
and Marquesses, — a final tribute to the Red Earl and to his 
remarkable wife M argaret Fitzgerald, Countess o f Ormond.
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Butler Family
A n n ,  d a .  o f  J o h n  L o r d  W e c k e s Ja m e s 3rd  E a rl o f O rm o n d , 

1382 Died 1405

Ja m e s, 4 th  E a rl   =  Jo a n  B e a u c h a m p  

D ie d  1 4 5 2

S ir  R ic h a r d  B u t le r  =  C a t h e r in e  O 'r e i l ly

Sir Edmund Mac RichardB u tle r  d . 1 4 6 4 C a th e rin e  O  C a rro ll

S ir  Ja m e s B u tle r
d . 14 8 7

Sive (Sabina) KavanaghJames 5th Earl Attainted 
1460 Executed 1461

John 6th EarlAttaintedAttainted Annuled 1475 Died 1478 in the Holy Land Thomas 7th Earl Died 
Aug, 115

Sir James Ormond Mother 
Reynalda O'Brien Murdered 

17 /7 /14 9 7
Ann = Sir

James St Leger
Margaret = 
Sir W m. Boleyn

T h o m a s  B o l e y n  =  L a d y  E l i z .  
Howard (Viscount Rochford

later created
Earl of Orm ond.)

M argare t, 
1485 da. of Gerald

8th Earl of Kildare

Edmund  Theobald       Ellice           Piers         John            Margaret    other girl

              Sir T. Carey = Mary George
Viscount Rochford
Executed 1536

Anne = Henry 
VIII Beheaded 19.5.1536
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