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Medieval Tomb Slab at 
Freneystown

Dorcas Birthistle

Freneystown churchyard lies <- -  -  -  s:ocms._ _ 
in the townland of 
Freneystown, Barony of 
Gowran, and is approximately 
6)4 miles east, 2)4 miles north of 
Kilkenny. It is among the 
“Ecclesiastical Remains”
marked number 30 on sheet 15 
of the Sites and Monuments 
Maps. Canon Carrigan states,
“There is a fragment of a coffin
shaped slab with a cross down 
the centre”.1 The following 
description refers, almost 
certainly, to the same slab.

It is a large fragment of a 
typically coffin-shaped or 
tapering medieval grave slab, 
measuring 104cm. high (visible 
as it is re-used as a headstone),
50cm.wide and 25cm. at the 
thickest point. It is the top 
part of a rather narrow grave slab, with a marked bevel of 
10cm. on the three visible sides. The top left hand corner is 
slightly damaged. It has a smooth face and a very clearly 
incised cross, with broad fleur-de-lis terminals. It is similar, 
but not identical, to those described by John Bradley2 and 
Rita Harte3.

The maximum width at the face is 42cm. and the arms and 
head of the cross extend just to the edge of the face of the 
stone. The groove is approximately 1cm. wide and Xcm. deep 
and is carefully worked. The shaft of the cross measured 
79cm. from the centre to the present ground level. There is a 
flaw in the stone across the shaft midway down. It is solidly
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set in an upright position, east of the ruined church and 
reused as a headstone. It is visible from the road. This type 
of grave slab was common in the 13th and 14th centuries, 
especially in the South East of Ireland. There is no 
inscription on the part of the stone that is visible for closer 
dating.

Notes

1. Canon William Carrigan. “History and Antiquities o f  the Diocese o f Ossory”, (Dublin 
1905) Vol.III page 361.

2. John Bradley. Old Kilkenny Review 1980. “Some new and neglected medieval tomb 
slabs and fragments from Kilkenny” pages 5-21.

3. Rita Harte. Old Kilkenny Review 1987. “Tombstones at Newtown Earley”, pages 
409-410 and St. Patrick's Kilkenny. Gravestone Inscriptions, edited by Michael 
O'Dwyer, pages 40-41 and 43-44.


