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A brief history of the Haydens 
of Caherlesk

Anthony McCan

When Margaret Hayden died on 31 December, 1860, a 
short obituary in the Kilkenny Journal1 said that she was ‘the 
very type of the respected class to which she belonged'. Those 
who had known the family would have nodded agreement, 
while those who did not would have known at once what was 
meant when they went on to read of the number of clergy 
present at the funeral.

The Haydens of Caherlesk, Ballytobin were indeed typical 
of that class known as ‘the strong farmer', living in their 
comfortable two-storey slated farmhouse with a short avenue 
in front and behind it a farmyard, secure on their 100 acres of 
good land with a lease from the landlord. Whether or not there 
was a bull in the field and a pump in the yard I cannot say, but 
it is more than likely that there was. There had been certainly 
been a son in Maynooth and, in this case, a son in the King's 
Inns as well. There they had lived for eighty years, devoutly 
catholic in religion, staunchly nationalist in politics, dreaming 
perhaps of once again owning the land of which their ancestors 
may have been dispossessed. This was a class of enormous 
political, economic and social importance in the Ireland of the 
nineteenth century, but where had they come from? How had 
they survived the penal days?

Anyone who reads about tenant-farmers in the eighteenth 
century will have noticed that almost all the information we 
have on them comes from the observations of travellers. Here 
in Kilkenny we also have William Tighe's invaluable Story of 
Kilkenny. The minutiae of aristocratic life are known from 
letters and journals, but tenant-farmers either did not write or 
their records have not survived. In the case of these Haydens, 
however, one of them, Patrick Hayden, born in 1774, did keep 
a journal, with the help of which and such deeds as there are in 
the Registry of Deeds, I hope to be able to reconstruct their 
history.

That there were Haydens living for centuries in the
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Tipperary/Kilkenny area is clear. The late Tadhg Hayden in 
his article ‘The Haydens in Tipperary: a 700-year journey'2 
suggests that the Caherlesk Haydens were descended in some 
way from the Haydens who lived around Cashel in the 
seventeenth century. Certainly the Loretto nuns in Perryville, 
Missouri, through their member, Joanna Hayden (received into 
their congregation in October, 1833), recorded a story that ‘an 
ancestor had given up his estate for the Faith'. However, 
Patrick Hayden makes no mention of such an event when 
recording his ancestors in his journal. Perhaps the words of 
Denys Scully, the son of another Catholic tenant-farmer in 
Tipperary, sitting down to write the history of his family in 
1806, might apply equally to the Haydens, and indeed to many 
other Irish Catholic families with traditions of lost estates:

Whether they had lost any estate, farm or other property 
in any other county at an earlier period, or whether they 
had any to lose, is more than I know, but, such had been 
the convulsed state of Ireland, and such the spoliations of 
land that the thing is possible enough, if of any credit or 
consequence now. They appeared to be of the middle rank 
in life, were civil, industrious, prudent and religious. That 
they were honest, I will not affirm of the Dead, since I 
cannot do so of many Living but that they had a good and 
unblemished name is pretty certain.3

And the same might be said of the first Hayden mentioned 
in Patrick's journal, his grandfather, another Patrick who died 
aged 80 in 1773. It may safely be assumed that he too was a 
tenant-farmer, probably on the Butler estate at Garryricken, 
but nothing further is known as to who he married or where he 
was born. It is very probable that the Mary Hayden who 
married Pierse Power of Derrigal about 1745 was his 
daughter/niece/sister, but certainly a near relation, since the 
two families maintained very close connections for another 
century. This Pierse Power was a direct descendant of John 
Power, baron of Kilmeaden (an old palatinate title), who had 
been totally dispossessed in the Cromwellian Settlement but 
his descendants somehow managed to keep a connection with 
the ancestral lands as middlemen. Pierse was prosperous 
enough by this time (the 1740s), and also proud enough of his
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lineage, to order silver from the Dublin silversmiths 
emblazoned with the well-known Power crest, an example of 
the ‘Underground Gentry' described in Kevin Whelan's 
perceptive account of the social structure of eighteenth century 
Ireland.4

The first generation at Caherlesk -  the children of 
Daniel Hayden and Margaret Deady

With the next generation, we are on firmer ground. 
Daniel Hayden, son of Patrick, was born in 1743 and was 
married in 1771 to Margaret Deady, daughter of James Deady 
and Mary Walsh, who in 1765 leased a farm at Clonshanley 
from Mark Prim for the usual term of thirty-one years. In a 
deed of 17756 James assigned his interest in the farm to his 
three sons and this deed is witnessed by his son-in-law, Daniel 
Hayden of Garryricken. The signature shows the fluent 
penmanship of someone well used to writing, but we know 
nothing of where he was educated. However, it is clear that the 
penal law of 1709 which outlawed Papist schools and made 
Papist teachers liable to prosecution was quite un-enforceable 
and the so-called ‘hedge-schools' were to be found in every 
parish. The dream of a rural middleclass consisting of stout 
Protestant yeomen of English stock on every estate had long 
vanished and landlords like Prim and Baker were only too glad 
to get good Catholic tenants. It might fairly be said that the 
penal laws, however draconian in intent, were in reality a 
tyranny tempered by incompetence, corruption and a dash of 
reality.

A few years after the death of his father in 1773, Daniel 
Hayden left Garryricken to lease a farm at Caherlesk on the 
estate of Abraham Whyte Baker of Ballaghtobin. Whether or 
not he had a lease at Garryricken is not known. Certainly 
there is no entry relating to one in the Registry of Deeds but it 
must be remembered that registration was not compulsory and 
thirty-one year leases are very rare amongst the memorials. 
However, the lease between Daniel Hayden and Whyte Baker 
was registered and it has some features of interest.

Firstly, it is dated 23 February 1778,6 just a few months 
before an Act of Parliament, which enabled Catholics to take
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leases of up to 999 years and inherit in the same way as 
Protestants, came into force. The lease had been signed but not 
witnessed in 1778 but Daniel had it re-executed and properly 
witnessed for the purpose of registering it on 31 January 1782. 
The lease is for a period of thirty-one years and ‘from the 
expiration of the tenth year thereof a lease for thirty-one years'. 
Apparently an accepted method of getting around the thirty- 
one year rule. The rent was £1 3s sterling per acre Irish 
plantation measure, which reflects the rising rents of the late 
eighteenth century (Deady was paying 19s per acre in 1765). 
The land was ‘formerly in the occupation of William Bolger' but 
the area is not stated [111 statute acres in Griffith's Primary 
Valuation]. Hayden agreed to build a farmhouse with a slated 
roof towards the cost of which roof Baker will contribute ten 
guineas. Hayden was also to employ a mason to build a 
limekiln for which Baker was to give ‘100 Barrells of Colm a 
year for the first five years' to fire it. Hayden may let six acres 
to two cottagers to work same but not otherwise without the 
consent of the lessor in writing.

Obviously, Baker was a careful landlord who wanted his 
tenants well housed, a supply of lime readily available on his 
estate and no sub-division without his consent. The house was 
demolished a few years ago, but the limekiln is still there, 
although much overgrown and un-used for years. No doubt the 
Haydens at Garryricken had lived in the traditional long low 
thatched farmhouse. This new house was at least partly 
traditional since the walls were built of clay mixed with ox 
blood and strengthened with horsehair. A stair led from the 
kitchen to a bedroom for the maid, and four bedrooms for the 
family, while downstairs there was a kitchen, dining room and 
parlour. In this house in the late eighteenth century lived 
Daniel and Margaret Hayden and their eleven children, four 
boys and seven girls.

How did all these people live and entertain themselves? 
We learn from the pages of Humphrey O'Sullivan's diary, 
written in Irish in this area about 1827, that the young people 
had much scope for merrymaking at traditional festivals, 
Christmas, St Bridget's day, St Patrick's day, Easter, Mayday, 
Midsummer eve, wakes and weddings, pattern days, hurling 
matches, etc. It is likely that the young Haydens took part in
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these festivities. Where were 
they educated? All the sons 
wrote in a beautiful 
copperplate. How much Irish 
did they speak in this 
upwardly mobile household? 
They must have heard it 
spoken all around them but 
Patrick never mentions the 
decline of the language, still 
at that time the speech of the 
top of the coach if not of the 
inside. In 1826 he laments 
the abolition of the Irish 
currency, acres and miles.

Patrick Hayden, ‘Alas' , he writes, ‘poor
son o f Daniel and his wife Margaret T i i i «n i i

Deady, by John Comerford Ireland, no law wdl be passed
by the British Parliament to 

serve thee'. Daniel Hayden's friend, James Ryan of Carrigbeg, 
was possibly unusual amongst that class in that he could write 
Irish as well as speak it. Patrick's son Fr Willie Hayden, S.J. 
was the author of a textbook of the language and one of the 
group who founded the Gaelic 
League in 1893.7 It seems 
most likely that Patrick must 
at least have been well 
acquainted with the language 
and one would like to have 
had his own views on it.

To study the family in 
more detail we can now look 
at the individual members.
The eldest boy, Patrick, was 
born on 3 December 1774 at 
Clone, near Kilmoganny.
Why he should have been 
born here is not explained. It 
was the custom of the time for 
the mother to go to her family Bridget Sausse, 

wife o f  Patrick Hayden,
home for the birth of a first artist unknown.
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child, but the Deadys did not live in Clone, nor was Patrick the 
first child. Daniel is described as ‘late of Garryricken' in the 
lease of 1778. The most likely explanation seems to be that he 
had taken a farm on a short lease while he looked around for 
another more suitable farm. Perhaps the death of his father in 
1773 had something to do with this? Patrick says nothing of 
his education, but in November 1791 he went to Carrick-on- 
Suir to serve his time to John Moore, a clothier who specialised 
in army uniforms. Why the eldest son did not take over the 
farm is not clear. With Patrick we can at least know how he 
looked, as his portrait was painted in miniature on ivory, 
probably by John Comerford who was working in Carrick at the 
time. He looks out at us with a firm intelligent gaze, his hair 
fashionably cropped short with sideburns, a high stock with 
exquisitely tied cravat. Quite the young dandy in fact!

This must have been painted about 1803 when he married 
Bridget Sausse, the daughter of one of the leading families of 
the town. Her miniature portrait matches his, with the short 
cropped curls of the latest fashion, looking absolutely 
enchanting, the ‘darling Biddy' of his journal who was to die so 
tragically young.

We may briefly summarise Patrick's career here, since it 
has no direct connection with the farm at Caherlesk but does 
demonstrate the urban mercantile connections of many 
farmers. He bought out the Moores about 1804 and continued 
in business as a clothier until 1813. By that time the Carrick 
textile industry had collapsed, so he switched to being a 
provision merchant, dealing in flour, bacon, etc., but principally 
in the export of butter to England, a business in which he 
continued until his death in 1851. Perhaps the following 
passage from his journal will give a flavour of his personality, 
his political views and the increasing self-confidence of 
Catholics at this time. This is dated 24 August 1825 and reads: 

Wednesday. Lord Geo[rge] Beresford called on me today 
for my vote etc... reply... In the answer I purpose giving 
Your Lordship I disclaim all intention of giving the 
smallest offence, on the contrary I have the greatest 
respect for your family, but, my Lord, I consider your 
application to any independent Catholic as little short of a 
personal insult, for you and all your family have joined in
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abusing, insulting and calumniating us.
Lord G.: I deny that I or any of my family abused the 
Catholics, on the contrary it is well known that Catholics 
are as welcome to Curraghmore as Protestants and my 
brother was the first man who brought in the Catholics in 
1794... It may be so, my Lord, you may not have spoken, 
but you have joined and you have acted with those who 
withheld our rights, have abused and calumniated us and 
therefore, my Lord, you are identified with them.
It is to you, my Lord, and to the posture of your family 
which brought about the Union, that the wretched state of 
this country is to be attributed.

The entry then relates what was said to a Mr Wall who 
also participated in the conversation.

You recollect, Mr. Wall, 20 or 30 years ago, the state of the 
population then, then thousands were employed in the 
Worsted manufacture earning a comfortable livelihood, 
now we are surrounded by wretchedness and starvation, 
increasing every year... you know it is a fact, Mr. Wall and 
that you have contributed to it.

The Mr Wall so addressed was almost certainly Charles 
Wall of Coolnamuck, from whom Patrick had leased the land on 
which he built his new house in 1822. In the light of this 
bruising encounter, it is rather surprising to find Patrick as a 
guest at a ball in Curraghmore in October 1830 to mark the 
coming of age of the young marquis of Waterford. Patrick 
recorded that Beresford came bottom of the poll in the 1826 
election ‘to the great joy of all liberal and honest men'. Patrick 
married twice, had seven daughters of whom three became 
nuns, and two sons, both of whom became Jesuits. And there 
we must leave him to return to the farm at Caherlesk.

James, the second son born in 1778, took over the farm on 
the death of his father in 1806. He married Margaret O'Neill, 
sister of the Very Rev. John O'Neill, parish priest of Carrick-on- 
Suir about 1811. In 1825 he was appointed the commissiioner 
representing the parishioners in the neighbouring [civil] parish 
of Dunnamagin when the Tithe Applotment was being 
compiled, so he was obviously a man of some standing in the
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community. Humphrey O'Sullivan in 1827 refers to a farmer 
named Ryan as scolog laidir, so it is clear that the concept of 
the ‘strong farmer' as a specific class was already established 
by that time. His issue will be detailed later.

The third son Thomas was born in 1785. About 1813 he 
married Bridget Hart, daughter of James Hart, a tenant 
farmer with 75 acres at Rathclough leased from the Wemys 
family of Danesfort House. In 1816 Thomas mortgaged his 45 
acres at Caherlesk, all his farm implements, furniture, etc., to 
his brother Patrick, the merchant of Carrigbeg, obviously to 
raise the cash for his planned emigration to the United States. 
The place he chose was Perryville, in the Territory of Missouri, 
then on the frontier. The reason for his choice, far off the usual 
emigrant track, is not known, but most probably the fact that 
Perryville was unusual among frontier settlements in being 
almost entirely Catholic had something to do with it. Both the 
Harts and Haydens had strong clerical connections and it is 
possible that word had come through them about good land 
being available in Perryville. Thomas left in 1818, bought 
some land, erected a one-roomed log cabin, and sent for Bridget 
in 1820 with the first four of her children. Four more were born 
in Missouri, so there were eight altogether, four boys and four 
girls. Three of the girls became nuns, and one son a priest, all 
of whom played an important part in the growth of the Catholic 
church in nineteenth century America. Thomas seems to have 
been an able man, the ideal settler ready to turn his hand to 
any task. He died at the early age of forty-five while running 
a campaign to be elected sheriff of Perryville. Students of plus 
ca change will be pleased to learn that he was running on an 
anti-sleaze ticket. Here is a sample of his literary style in his 
‘Address' to the people of Perry County. Having referred to 
charges he had made of corruption against his opponent, the 
incumbent Sheriff Caldwell, he continues:

In discharge of this very important duty, I will be cautious 
that neither malice nor even ill will shall influence my 
mind, and will therefore make use of no means except 
those furnished me by the Sheriff himself, through his 
hand bill, all of which no doubt convince you, my fellow 
citizens, that the charges I have made against our High 
Sheriff are founded on truth; and that on the contrary
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those he has made against me are false, and the 
production of a mind, which, like the stagnant water, 
when stirred infects the whole neighbourhood of its 
location.

The fourth son, William, was born in 1789 and died aged 
twenty-three in 1812. According to a draft of a tombstone 
inscription in Patrick's journal he was ‘of Dublin and 
Caherlesk' but no clue is given as to what he was doing in 
Dublin.

There were seven daughters, of whom two, Joanna and 
Elizabeth became Presentation nuns, one Anty was unmarried 
and the other four married local men. Mary to James Coleman 
of Carrick, Catherine to Tobin and then to Walter Duggan, 
Ellen to Lonergan and Bridget to William Walsh. The only 
marriage on which there is a definite information (and the first 
registered marriage settlement, perhaps a sign of increasing 
prosperity)8 is the marriage of Catherine to Walter Duggan, 
who had a farm of 55 acres at Farrenrory with a lease dated 
1792 for ninety-nine years from the Blundens of 
Castleblunden. James of Caherlesk gave a fortune of £200 for 
Catherine. It may be surmised that the other marriages 
followed a similar pattern.

The second generation at Caherlesk -  the children of 
James Hayden and Margaret O'Neill

Daniel, the eldest son, was born about 1814. Apparently 
his uncle, the parish priest, thought he was destined for the 
priesthood and left his watch to Patrick Hayden with 
instructions that it was to be given to Daniel on his ordination. 
However, Daniel entered the King's Inns in 1830.9 According to 
his admission papers he was educated at Waterford, 
presumably in one of the three boarding schools for young 
gentlemen mentioned in Pigot's Directory of 1824. Daniel had 
an office at Castle St. in Carrick and another at 52 Dame St., 
Dublin, which he shared with another attorney, William 
Hayden of Kilkenny. These Kilkenny Haydens were 
Protestants and, as far as I can discover, no relation to the 
Caherlesk Haydens but no doubt the families knew each other.
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James Hayden died at his son Daniel's house in Castle Street 
in 1848. Daniel died unmarried in 1855.

The second son William stepped into Daniel's shoes as the 
traditional ‘son at Maynooth' of the strong farmer. He 
ministered at Windgap and in St. Mary's parish, Kilkenny, and 
finally at St. Patrick's, Kilkenny, where he was parish priest 
and was later appointed vicar general of the diocese of Ossory. 
His name is commemorated in Hayden Road in the parish. He 
died in 1884, having been for many years marriage arranger, 
vocation counsellor, financial advisor, executor of wills, etc., to 
a large extended family, the typical nineteenth century ‘priest 
in the family' of the farming community.

The third son John married Mary Walsh of Tinvane in 
1841 and inherited the farm at Caherlesk on the death of his 
father in 1848.

The fourth son was Patrick James Hayden, who married 
Ellen O'Ryan of Lisdobber in 1854. He took over a good 160 
acre farm at Linville, near Kilsheelan, with a traditional 
thatched farmhouse, which had been leased for three lives in 
1837 from the earl of Clonmel by his uncle Patrick Hayden of 
Carrigbeg. On 30 July 1854, his cousin Daniel Patrick Hayden 
wrote in his diary ‘Pierse (Power) and I drove to Linville to visit 
Pat Hayden and his bride, we were hospitably received and 
entertained'. But their happiness was shortlived. The story of 
the collapse of Sadleir's Tipperary Joint Stock Bank is too well- 
known to bear repetition. The bank, popular with Tipperary 
farmers because it paid better interest than the National Bank 
and the Bank of Ireland, had branches in Carrick and Clonmel. 
When it collapsed in February 1856 hundreds of farmers lost 
their deposits, amongst them Patrick Hayden of Linville. How 
much he lost I cannot say, but it must have been substantial. 
In July Patrick mortgaged everything he possessed, the farm, 
stock, right down to the household furniture to his mother-in- 
law, Mary Power O'Ryan, for the sum of £1000.10 In June 1857 
he died, leaving a young widow and one daughter. What 
happened next is not clear. A long legal wrangle between Fr 
William Hayden, then a priest in St Mary's parish, Kilkenny, 
acting for the family and Ellen O'Ryan Hayden ensued, as a 
result of which she lost possession of the farm.

The fifth son was Thomas of whom very little is known.
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He is described as ‘the youngest son of James Hayden of 
Caherlesk' in a deed of 1837. In 1860 his brother-in-law John 
Nowlan took out letters of administration on his estate, which 
was ‘less than £5', stating that he had died at Caherlesk ‘in or 
about the year 1847'.11 It seems strange that his brother-in-law 
should want to administer such a tiny estate after so many 
years, but no doubt there was some legal reason.

There were two daughters of this family. Catherine 
married John Nowlan, a miller of Killeeny, in 1836 with a 
fortune of £400.12 Margaret married Thomas Hayden of 
Bishopslough in 1851, with a fortune of £450.13 Thomas with 
his brother John were joint leaseholders of a 236 acre farm at 
Bishopslough and Thomas used the £450 fortune Margaret had 
brought him to buy out his brother with an annuity. These 
were considerable sums at the time. Obviously the family at 
Caherlesk were prosperous and careful in their choice of 
marriage alliances.

The third generation at Caherlesk -  the children of John 
Hayden and Mary Walsh

As we have seen, John married Mary Walsh of Tinvane in 
1841. There is no marriage settlement registered but there is 
little doubt that the Walsh family of Tinvane were farmers like 
the Haydens. What happened to John is a mystery. According 
to letters of administration taken out on his estate [‘less than 
£200'] in January 1878 by his widow, Mary Walsh Hayden, he 
died in the United States ‘on or about 11 March 1859'.14 He 
would have been about forty. What he was doing there is 
unknown. It is quite possible that he, like his brother Patrick 
in Linville, had lost heavily in the bank collapse of 1856 and 
had gone to the U.S. to scout out the prospects of moving there 
with his family, as his grand-uncle Thomas had done forty 
years earlier. In the absence of any documentation, it is 
impossible to be certain, though there are indications that the 
family were no longer prosperous by this time.

They eldest and only son was James William Hayden, 
born in April 1844. The Caherlesk farm was assigned to him 
by his mother in 187815 on the occasion of his marriage to 
Johanna Deady, daughter of Michael Deady, miller and farmer

Rose Archer



44 OLD KILKENNY REVIEW

of Jerpoint Abbey.
They had three daughters, Katherine Mary born 1843, 

Margaret born 1846 and Jane born 1848. The fact that all 
three had reached the age of 30 in 1878 without being married 
suggests that ‘fortunes' to make suitable matches were now in 
short supply. The problem that faced the family was one that 
face numerous farming families until quite recently. How could 
James bring his new wife into a house which contained not 
alone a mother-in-law but also three sisters-in-law? The 
answer was one that must often have occurred to such families, 
the convent. Katherine entered the Presentation Order and 
Margaret the Mercy Order, both practical teaching orders 
popular with farming families and more probably not as 
demanding with regard to dowries as the more fashionable 
orders. Jane, the youngest, was married in January 1878, to 
Ignatius Kelly of Knockneen, Graigue (there is no Knockneen 
in the Townland Index, but to make up for that, there are no 
fewer than thirty-eight Graigues. In all probability, the 
Graigue where Kelly lived was the one in the parish of 
Coolaghmore in the barony of Kells, near Caherlesk). No 
marriage settlement was registered, which suggests that no 
fortune was involved. Margaret and Jane led quite and 
blameless lives but Catherine made the pages of the Waterford 
News of 6 October 1896. The report reads:

A well-dressed, lady-like person, named Miss Kate 
Hayden, who is an ex-nun, residing at Priest Road, 
Tramore, came before the Board [of Guardians] and 
applied for outdoor relief. Indeed, she herself stated to the 
guardians that she was for a long number of years in a 
convent, that she was deprived of her means of support by 
a Catholic dignitary who also refused her the sacraments, 
and that she was in want of the bare necessaries of life.

The annals of the Presentation Convent in Carrick, 
although giving no names or dates, appears to be referring to 
this incident in an entry which refers to ‘a very refractory 
sister' and continues ‘every effort to reclaim her having failed, 
the then bishop [Dr. O'Brien] considered it best in the interests 
of the community to get her dispensed from her vows and 
removed from the Convent'.16
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One would love to know in what way she had been 
‘refractory'. In cross-examination by the guardians, she comes 
across as a gentle well-bred lady who had devoted her life, as 
she says to ‘teaching the children of the poor'. The last we hear 
of her is in 1916, when she wrote from an address in 
Drumcondra, Dublin, to the mother house of the Loretto Order 
in Kentucky asking for information about her Hayden cousins, 
who had led such adventurous and fulfilled lives on the 
frontier. No doubt her refractory spirit would have been much 
happier amongst the Indians of the Great Plains than suffering 
the restrictions of an Irish convent.

The fourth generation at Caherlesk -  the children of 
James William Hayden and Johanna Deady

When James married Johanna Deady in 1878, she 
brought with her a fortune of £1000, a very large sum at the 
time.16 The result may be seen in the splendid stone bam 
which still stands with the inscription ‘J.H. 1880' on the gable 
end. The marriage was not a happy one, and in 1892 they 
obtained a legal separation, a most unusual event in the deeply 
traditional farming community of the time. They had a son, 
James, born in 1879, who must have died young, since there is 
no further record of him. The couple had five daughters. 
Marion, born in 1881, married Philip Brennan of 
Dunnamagan. They lived on the farm at Linville which Patrick 
James Hayden had farmed in the 1850s. Margaret, born in 
1882, married William O'Meara. Frances, born in 1883, 
married William Heffernan. Ursula, born in 1886, died 
unmarried in 1950. Anne born in 1889, must have died young, 
as she does not appear with the other daughters in the 1901 
Census Returns.

The same census return shows the occupation of James as 
‘farmer'. Also resident in the house was a housekeeper and a 
maid. The fifty year old housekeeper was returned as speaking 
both Irish and English, an indication of how long the Irish 
language lingered on in this area of Kilkenny. The Census of 
1911 shows James as a ‘retired farmer', while Frances is 
returned as ‘farmer'. Marian and Margaret had left the 
household on their marriage and only Frances and Ursula
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remain with their father.
In 1909 the farm was the subject of a Land Act purchase 

and the land so long farmed by the Haydens finally became 
their own. Frances married William Heffernan in 1915, and 
the Land Valuation office shows the name change to Heffernan 
in 1917. The grandson of this William Heffernan, another 
William, now farms the land, still in the possession of the 
family after almost 220 years and seven generations.

I have been informed that when Frances Hayden 
Heffernan left the old house to live somewhere near Waterford, 
she took with her all letters and documentation that were 
there. Perhaps somewhere there is a long-forgotten cache of 
letters and documents that might throw some light on John 
Hayden's journey to America and the reasons behind it?
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