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Richard Langrishe always considered himself a Kilkenny man. 
He immersed himself in local history, about which he became 
extremely knowledgeable, and in a long life as a civil engineer 
and architect he left behind, particularly in St Canice's 
Cathedral, a number of examples o f exquisite design work. But 
as his life wore on he developed other interests in which he 
made his mark -  Irish history in a wider field, family history 
and genealogy, heraldry and freemasonry. He filled a number 
of books with copious notes and collected relevant documents 
and letters. Much of this material has survived and is in the 
writer's hands, but he and his eldest son Harry deposited with 
the Public Records office in Dublin a considerable quantity of 
papers which can now be examined in the National Archives. 
These concern mainly the history o f his ancestors from 
Knocktopher but include matters relating to his own family 
and to connected families. In a letter to his cousin Sir ‘Herky' 
Langrishe in 1922, six months before his death, he stated that 
he had held a reader's ticket for the British Museum Library in 
London for forty years. He used this facility, amongst others, 
to explore and expose the history o f his family in Sussex and 
Hampshire, in the centuries before they had settled in Ireland.

The beginning was in Knocktopher Abbey on 6 November
1834 when Maria, wife of the Revd Sir Hercules Richard 
Langrishe Bt, gave birth to her youngest child; on 15 March
1835 the baptism was registered in the parish church of 
Knocktopher when the boy was christened Richard.

His education was probably begun by a governess at 
Knocktopher. In the summer o f 1845 he was sent to the 
recently-established Church of England school at Rossall Hall 
near Fleetwood in Lancashire -  a very bleak place, by all 
accounts. He travelled by boat from Greenore, a service which
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disappeared decades ago. His 
stay there was to last only a 
year. The potato famine 
caused his father's estate a 
severe loss of rental income 
and the boy was taken away 
from Rossall at the end of the 
summer term of 1846.

He was kept at home 
until 14 September 1847 
when he entered Kilkenny 
College as a boarder. The 
college was even then an 
ancient foundation, having 
been re-founded by the first 
duke o f Ormonde in 1684.
The fine building in which 
Richard was educated had 
been built in Lower John 
Street with a grant from the 
parliament o f Ireland in 1785. The college was at that time 
considered to be the Eton College of Ireland and provided a 
first-class classical education.

Richard was expected to go on to Trinity College, Dublin, 
when he left school in June 1852. However, his father, who was 
then approaching the age of seventy, kept him at home to learn 
how to manage the estate and supervise the farming. This 
activity displeased him as a ‘paltry means of livelihood' but he 
was delivered from it the following year by the intervention of 
a cousin, Lt Col J.H. Dopping, a civil engineer. He was 
recommended to articles under Mr Samuel Usher Roberts 
M.I.C.E., then the district engineer of the Lough Corrib 
Drainage and Navigation Works at Galway. Col Dopping had 
earlier done his articles with Mr Roberts. At that time there 
was no formal academic training for student engineers. After 
two years pupilage and having reached twenty-five years of 
age, the young man could be proposed for the bottom rung of 
membership of the Institution of Civil Engineers by a member 
and backed by at least five other members. Richard was not 
yet ready for this important professional step.
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After completing his articles he was appointed by the 
Board of Works to be assistant county surveyor for the 
Connemara District o f County Galway, serving under Mr S.U. 
Roberts who had by then become county surveyor. He lived at 
Oughterard where he experienced a friendly reception from the 
local gentry.

This post lasted for a year, following which he was 
appointed by the Commissioner of Public Works to the Lough 
Neagh District as assistant to Charles Ottley, C.E., and moved 
to Toome Bridge, County Down, to be close to the engineer's 
office there. His first task was to prepare a set o f drawings of 
all the work executed for the drainage o f Lough Neagh and the 
Lower Bann valley, and for the navigation of those waterways. 
His drawings showed that previous design work had been 
based on inaccurate assessments o f flood levels in the Bann 
valley. Also drainage work in feeding areas had hastened the 
discharge of flood water into the main river. The combined 
result was to make flooding more likely than it had been before 
drainage work was started.

At the completion of this work he investigated the 
provision o f adequate waterways under railways then being 
built, also for Mr Ottley. His last task in County Down was 
under Robert Manning, another district engineer of the Board 
o f Works, whom he assisted with the survey o f 77,000 acres of 
the marquis o f Downshire's estates in the county, including the 
town of Banbridge. This seems to have given him great 
personal satisfaction for he noted that his survey, o f half the 
estate, was ‘declared by Mr. Manning after crucial testing to be 
absolutely correct in every detail'.

Surprisingly, all this work in County Down occupied 
Richard for less than a year. How it came about is not clear, 
but in 1857 he started work on railway surveys. ‘Railway 
mania' had reached Ireland and Sir John MacNeill, a famous 
civil engineer of the day, was retained by a number o f embryo 
companies to oversee their plans and to initiate construction. 
Richard was one of his team and prepared surveys and plans 
for parliamentary bills for railways all over Ireland. He 
particularly mentions the line from Galway to Oughterard 
which initially could not attract sufficient funds. Some years 
later, under the government scheme then in force, money was

Rose Archer



RICHARD LANGRISHE, F.R.I.A.I. AND F.R.S.A.I., 1834-1922 51

provided to the Midland Great Western Railway for a line from 
Galway to Clifden. Richard's route to Oughterard was used. 
Unfortunately he has left no record o f the day-to-day life o f an 
itinerant surveyor. At times it must have been somewhat 
primitive.

In 1863 Richard's professional life took a new turn. 
Working in Connemara earlier, he had met Edgar Blake of 
Renvyle. Edgar's younger brother E.H. Blake asked him to join 
him in partnership in an engineering business based at 25 
Poultry, London, E.C. They were to specialise in the exploiting 
o f mineral deposits in Europe. Blake was to be the mining 
expert and geologist while Richard did all the work connected 
with the extraction, crushing and transport o f the ores. 
Participation in the partnership required money, so he raised 
£1000 on a small property in Uckfield, Sussex, which had been 
left to him by his great-uncle John Boyle of Glenfield, County 
Cork.

The mining venture can here be fitted into the context of 
Richard's family life and professional status. His father had 
died on 13 January 1862 when the baronetcy was inherited by 
Sir James Langrishe, his brother. At some time or thereabouts 
Richard had met Frances Stafford Chaine, daughter of Stafford 
Chaine of Spring Farm, County Antrim. They were married on 
14 October 1863. To establish himself in his profession Richard 
now took steps towards joining the Institution o f Civil 
Engineers. He had been practising for nine years since 
completing his articles and was nearly thirty years of age. His 
application form in the institution archives shows that his old 
chief Mr S.U. Roberts proposed him and amongst the six 
seconders appears the signature o f Sir John MacNeill. He 
passed the ballot on 3 May 1864 and was elected associate, a 
grade which was later to be redesignated associate member.

The first major project o f the partnership was to open up 
a mine at Valgodemard, Les Hautes Alpes, France. Richard 
spent many months in London preparing drawings of water
power machinery for crushing ore and, presumably, arranging 
for its manufacture. There was respite; the partnership 
received a commission from the General Rolling Stock 
Company to survey a new colliery railway link at Bedarieux, 
near Beziers, in Herault. The party travelled first class on the
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French railways and Richard completed his survey in two days. 
On their return to London they found the G.R.S. Co. reluctant 
to pay for the work so Richard called on his brother-in-law 
William Williams, a city solicitor, husband of his sister Rose 
Isabella, whose daughter subsequently married Otway 
Wheeler Cuffe o f Lyrath. Passed on to another lawyer more 
expert in this field the matter was satisfactorily concluded.

In May 1864 Richard and Frances went together to the 
Valgodemard where they were provided with a comfortable 
house in the picturesque valley while he worked on the 
construction of the ore-crushing machinery and an inclined- 
plane tramway. The couple returned to London in the autumn. 
Early in the year Frances had shown signs of ‘constitutional 
debility' and the mountain air did some good.

They were back in the Valgodemard in the spring o f 1865. 
Things were not going well at the mine. They employed two 
experienced Cornish mining overseers whose opinion o f the 
country which contained the lode was that it was too hard to 
prove fertile in depth. So they found that although the lode 
was wide and rich at the surface it became so poor in depth that 
it would not pay to raise it. With circumstances against them 
Richard and Frances moved on to the Val Sesia, beneath the 
Monte Rosa in northern Italy, where there was the prospect of 
working a nickel-bearing lode. The summer was spent there 
but nothing came of the venture and they went to Lausanne for 
the autumn and winter, staying with Frances' parents Mr & 
Mrs Stafford Chaine, returning to London in 1866.

Richard had also been unwell for more than a year so 
while in London he consulted Dr Bence-Jones, a Cork physician 
practising there. He was prescribed a box o f ‘digestive pills' 
and a fortnight in Paris, neither o f which had any effect! He 
thereupon took advice from sisters o f his mother-in-law who 
recommended him to a Dr Cumming in Edinburgh, where he 
and Frances stayed for six months. The treatment, both 
internal and external, was successful. However, Frances' 
health was now failing fast -  it is thought that she had 
tuberculosis -  and in the autumn of 1866 they returned once 
more to London, to take lodgings in Upper Norwood. There her 
mother helped to nurse her through the winter until she died 
on 22 May 1867. She was buried in Upper Norwood cemetery.
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The partnership with Ethelstane Blake was not producing 
further work so Richard withdrew and went back to Kilkenny. 
Jointly with his sister Charlotte he took the tenancy of the 
residence and farm of Firgrove, near Ballyduff, Thomastown, 
where they were joined by their mother. Richard assisted 
largely in the working of the farm. There is no doubt that 
amongst the ascendancy at that time a considerable amount of 
what is now called ‘networking' went on. On the death of Mr 
Kenny Purcell, clerk of the peace for the county o f Kilkenny, 
Col the Rt Hon. W.F. Fownes-Tighe o f Woodstock, lord- 
lieutenant and custos rotulocum o f the county, who was of 
course a near neighbour of the Langrishes o f Knocktopher, 
appointed Richard to the post on 5 June 1869. He was not yet 
thirty-five. This was a stipendiary appointment with official 
duties attached. However, the rules allowed the appointment 
of a paid deputy who could perform all the normal functions. 
Col Tighe had been asked by Mr Thomas de Moleyns, the then 
assistant barrister, to remember Mr Peter MacDermott who 
had been Mr Purcell's deputy and to re-appoint him. This was 
done, much to Richard's relief for he professed complete 
ignorance of the duties! He was therefore put into the position 
of being able to occupy himself in his profession of civil 
engineer and architect, turning increasingly to the latter.

Towards the end o f 1870 there must have been a 
disagreement over the running of the farm at Firgrove. With 
his official salary to support him while he built up his 
professional practice he was able to leave Firgrove. He took a 
yearly tenancy of Sion Villa, also known as Sion Lodge, 
Maudlinsland, Kilkenny, furnished the house and moved in, in 
January 1871. Perhaps he was also looking forward to married 
life again for on 23 August that year he was married to Sarah 
Ogle Moore, daughter of the Very Rev. Ogle William Moore, 
dean o f Clogher.

Work was slow in coming in but he was appointed to the 
Board o f Works on 1 May, and to the position of clerk of works 
at the Kilkenny Lunatic Asylum. This period must have seen 
his interest in local history develop. On 3 April 1872 he was 
elected a member o f the Historical and Archaeological 
Association o f Ireland, later to become the R.S.A.I. In the same 
year he was appointed diocesan architect for the diocese of
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Ossory in the Church o f Ireland. This signalled the start of 
fifty years of close involvement with St Canice's cathedral.

The creation of the post of diocesan architect came about 
as a result of the disestablishment o f the Anglican Church of 
Ireland in 1869. The care of churches and clergy houses was no 
longer a state responsibility and therefore had to be 
undertaken by the church itself. The work must have entailed 
a good deal o f travelling as Richard's responsibilities extended 
to the south and east coasts, including the diocese o f Ferns with 
which Ossory was linked. In 1876, his work began to come to 
public notice. In a short paragraph in The Irish Builder of 15 
May it was reported that Messrs Reade & Sons had been 
declared ‘contractors for the extensive alterations to St. Mary's 
Church, Kilkenny, under the direction o f Mr. Richard 
Langrishe, Diocesan Architect' . Later on he received mentions 
for work at Kilmuckridge, diocese o f Ferns, at Kiltennel near 
Gorey and at Fethard church, County Wexford.

In 1879 The Irish Builder recorded that work under his 
supervision was being carried out in St Canice's. Restoration 
work to the cathedral had been underway for some time. 
Richard had sat on the restoration committee, as architect, 
since 1876 and for four years did not miss a meeting. Minutes 
suggest that he was the prime mover and that when he left for 
Athlone in 1880 the committee rather dragged its feet. The 
work he oversaw was properly accounted for and he was 
remunerated at first on an ad hoc basis, but in 1879 he was 
officially appointed to superintend the work in the place of a 
clerk of works and received three per cent of contracts as 
remuneration.

He certainly absorbed himself in the history o f the 
cathedral and its monuments. In August 1878 he gave a paper 
about St Canice's to members o f the British Archaeological 
Association when they visited Kilkenny. This was printed in 
the Kilkenny Moderator on 24 August 1878; it was reprinted, 
unattributed and without date of origin, in the Kilkenny People 
on 29 December 1928. In 1879 Richard's handbook to the 
Cathedral Church o f St Canice, Kilkenny was published. It 
resulted from substantial detailed research and even today it is 
referred to as a source of research. The book was reviewed at 
some length in The Irish Builder o f 1 May 1879.
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By this time Richard had obviously decided to concentrate 
on architecture and to break links with the wider field of civil 
engineering. During the nineteenth century training in 
architecture was normally done in a four year pupilage; earlier 
it had been five years. If this procedure had not been followed 
applicants to the Royal Institute of Architects of Ireland had to 
submit evidence o f their work and professional competence and 
were proposed for membership by a full member. Richard could 
show that he had been an associate o f the Institution o f Civil 
Engineers since 1864 and had practised as an architect since 
1870. With this experience behind him he was proposed for 
membership of the R.I.A.I. on 13 November 1878 by Mr G.C. 
Henderson and seconded by Messrs A.E. Murray and J.H. 
Owen. On 28 November he was elected a member. To complete 
the transition he resigned from the Institute o f Civil Engineers 
towards the end o f 1879.

On the domestic front the 1870s had started well but very 
shortly tragedy struck Richard yet again. On 30 November 
1872 Henry Hoadly (known as Harry) was born at Sion Villa, to 
be followed on 14 December 1873 by his sister Rosabel Sara 
(Rosie). The birth o f her daughter had gone badly for Sarah 
and five days later she died. This must have devastated 
Richard. There was a nanny in residence and she and the 
babies where packed off to Firgrove where Charlotte assumed 
the role o f mother. It was a relationship which blossomed and 
the two children returned to Firgrove again and again, even 
when they were grown up. Their father must have looked for a 
change of luck at once for during 1874 he bought Noremount. 
This house, which still exists but in an extensively modified 
form, stands in an eminent position on the east bank 
overlooking the river Nore, towards Friars Inch, Kilkenny. It 
evidently became a great favourite and remained in Richard's 
hands for twenty-five years.

There were frequent contacts with Knocktopher, one of 
which Rosie described in her memoirs over seventy years later. 
They were all invited for Christmas 1878 by their uncle Jemmy 
(Sir James) and Aunt Adela. He sent his brougham over to 
Kilkenny for nanny and the children several days before and 
Richard followed in his pony and trap on Christmas eve. It was 
a bitterly cold period and the only white Christmas o f her
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childhood that Rosie could recall. The children were 
introduced to ice skating and after the frost had gone they 
followed the hunt in Richard's trap.

1879 was also a year in which Richard's association with 
the R.H.A.A.I. became that much closer. On 16 April he was 
elected a fellow and a vice-president and during the year he 
contributed his first piece for publication in the journal. It was 
the first o f a series about Irish church bells which continued 
spasmodically until 1887.

Since disestablishment in 1869 the Church o f Ireland had 
been developing its own form of government through a 
Representative Church Body and synods. In 1880 the 
administration of the care of the church's buildings' was taken 
back from dioceses and invested in the R.C.B., and the post of 
diocesan architect was abolished. Instead, the province was 
divided into four districts, each containing three or four 
dioceses. A  stipendiary architect was appointed to each 
division, Richard accepting the post o f district architect to the 
Irish church commissioners (Western District), covering the 
dioceses of Elphin, Ardfert, Kilmore and Clonfert. To work this 
large area as efficiently as possible he had to move to Athlone.

There seems to have been no official objection to Richard's 
removal from Kilkenny so presumably everybody was satisfied 
with the performance o f Mr MacDermott. The family moved to 
Athlone in July 1880. Richard had wanted to find a house on 
the Westmeath side of the river Shannon as it was considered 
to be the ‘better' side but no suitable property was then 
available. He had to settle on Shamrock Lodge which was 
about a quarter-of-a-mile on the County Roscommon side of the 
bridge, almost on the west side o f the old canal. In these 
modern times the house is now the Shamrock Hotel and the 
canal blocked at both ends and dry. The house came with three 
fields and some outbuildings so Richard could put his interest 
and experience in farming to good use with several cows and 
some hens. Before long he kept a sailing boat on the canal.

Rosie Langrishe's memoirs have been mentioned already 
and it is from these that we can get a glimpse o f the times. 
Living in Connaught seems to have been fraught with danger. 
The inhabitants seemed to young gentlefolk to be wild and 
uncivilised and shortly indulged in one of the last ‘faction
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fights' to be seen in that area. The young men o f Connaught 
and Leinster one evening took at each other with shillelaghs 
and cobble stones on the Shannon Bridge leaving the road 
littered with stones the following morning. The first winter 
they were there was the coldest for many years and the 
Shannon was frozen over so thickly that people could skate 
across.

This was also the time and place o f the unfortunate 
Captain Boycott, then in the forefront o f the conflict with the 
Land League. Many households had to bake their own bread 
and those who could afford to went to Dublin for their 
groceries. Capt. Boycott employed Ulstermen to work his land. 
Although the wrath of the Land League was aimed primarily at 
the landowners, Shamrock Lodge was not left alone. Men 
sneaked in at night to milk the cows, broke into the hen house 
and killed hens.

Richard usually took Saturday off and he liked to take the 
children into town to buy meat for the household. All other 
shopping was left to the nanny/housekeeper. The best cuts of 
meat were 9d. per lb., and cheaper cuts 5d., less than 4p and 2p 
respectively. The streets and pavements were in a dreadful 
condition. In dry weather they were inches deep in dust which 
turned to mud in the wet. The only place where they could 
walk in their Sunday best and not get filthy was along the 
railway line. Several years after arriving in Athlone Richard 
commissioned local boat builders to build him a 23ft 
centreboard sailing boat. They were Tom Ward and his sons, 
Tom and Paddy, and it was the first such boat to be built in 
Athlone. To avoid the consequences of a failing wind it was 
equipped with four oars, a 12 ft pair for Richard and his clerk 
and a 10 ft pair for Harry and Rosie.

How he met his next wife is not known but it must have 
been through some family connection because he went to 
Beckenham, Kent to marry her. The ceremony took place on 31 
October 1882 at St Mary's, Shortlands, when he married 
Amitia Sneade Brown; she was nearly twenty years his junior. 
She was the second daughter o f the Rev. Frederick Brown and 
his wife Caroline who was the daughter o f the Rev. Latham 
Coddington, rector o f St Mullins, Timolin, County Kildare for 
over fifty years. Fred Brown had been rector o f Holy Trinity,
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Nailsea, Somerset for almost thirty years and his six children 
had been born there. In 1869 they moved to Beckenham where 
Fred took a curacy for six years before retiring.

Family gossip has it that Amitia thought Athlone a 
dreadful place and indeed it must have been a stark contrast to 
the gentle surroundings of the home counties. However, five of 
her children were born while they lived there, although the 
eldest, John du Plessis (Jack) was actually born in Beckenham 
on 11 September 1883. At that time the journey from the 
midlands of Ireland cannot have been too easy, although the 
main railway links and the sea ferries were in place. Looking 
back over a hundred years it is surprising to see how often the 
Langrishe family travelled long distances. Harry and Rosie 
visited their relations in England during the summer holidays 
from school and it is obvious that Richard must have travelled 
to England on a number of occasions. One o f the routes they 
took was to Waterford by train, boat to Bristol then on to 
London by train. Alternatively they could use the good rail link 
to Dublin and the ferry to Liverpool.

It was while in Athlone that Richard became increasingly 
interested in freemasonry. He was enrolled in the Shamrock 
Lodge No. 101, Athlone, the first document being dated 1883. 
This remained very much part of his life for over thirty years. 
He continued to take an active interest in the R.S.A.I. The 
Irish Builder of 1 June 1884 reported the Munster conference 
of the society (still then the R.H.A.A.I.) in the Railway Hotel, 
Killarney, with Richard Langrishe, vice-president, in the chair. 
During the proceedings the chairman read one o f his papers on 
church bells in Ireland. His contributions to the journal over 
the next six years included articles on the walls of Athlone and 
the sieges of Athlone in 1690 and 1691, and on Clonfert 
cathedral.

Aside from these diversions Richard evidently worked 
hard, either at home, in an office in the town or travelling to 
and from the parishes in his district. The name o f his clerk is 
not revealed. He must also have visited Kilkenny from time to 
time to inspect the work going on in St Canice's and to prepare 
drawings. There was a good rail link between the two places. 
No records of the district architects' work have been found in 
Church o f Ireland archives and none have survived in Richard's
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own papers. However, from time to time between 1886 and 
1895 The Irish Builder recorded some o f his work. The 
churches mentioned are Belturbet, County Cavan; Killenvoy, 
County Roscommon; Cavan parish church; Kilmactraney, 
County Sligo; Keenagh, County Longford. It is tantalising to 
read the following bare statement about Belturbet. 
‘ ...considerable improvements have been effected. These 
include: a carved reredos of pitch pine, new pulpit, prayer-desk 
and lectern, of pine. Perrott's underground stoves have been 
provided. Mr. Richard Langrishe, Architect'. This is a 
substantial amount of work and would have taken some time 
to design as well as to complete. The most detailed report is in 
The Irish Builder of 1 February 1888, describing improvements 
to Roscommon church. These included the clearing away of 
existing galleries and fittings, inserting three windows in the 
‘blind' north wall, replacing the square pews with open benches 
o f pitch pine with moulded ends; providing a prayer-desk o f the 
same material, with a panelled and arcaded front, resting on 
delicately-moulded columns of walnut. There was a new 
sanctuary rail on handsome standards of iron and brasswork. 
The new pulpit was designed to harmonise with the style of the 
east window; it was o f Caen stone resting on alternate columns 
o f red and green Irish marble with a centre one o f Caen stone. 
All this must have reflected great credit on the architect.

It is known that other work included restoration at Calry 
church, Sligo and two church halls in Athlone.

The stay at Shamrock Lodge was for about seven years. 
During that time Amitia produced her second son Richard 
Bellingham (Dick), born 9 September 1884, and two daughters, 
Mary Frances, born 31 August 1885 and Cecily Dorothea 
Jessica, born 15 November 1886. In 1887 Richard was able to 
rent from a family friend Mr Dames-Longworth o f Glynwood, a 
much nicer house 2 miles from Athlone on the Westmeath side. 
This was Creggan, a late Georgian house standing in about 8 
acres. To look after the ever-increasing family Richard and 
Amitia employed a nanny, two indoor servants and at least 
three outside for the garden and stables. Shortly after their 
arrival at Creggan Richard was elected a fellow of the Royal 
Institute o f Architects of Ireland. On 13 May 1889 Amitia gave 
birth to her third daughter Eileen.
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Richard had for some years been collecting historical and 
genealogical information about the Langrishe family, not only 
since their settlement in Ireland in the early 1650s, but also in 
the centuries before in Hampshire and Sussex. He had 
received considerable help from his father-in-law Fred Brown 
who, since his retirement to Beckenham, had spent many 
hours in the British Museum Library examining papers. There 
is a notebook dated ‘Shamrock Lodge, Athlone, 1883' in which 
Richard acknowledged this work. He himself had made a 
careful study of the papers and minute books of the corporation 
of the borough o f Knocktopher, mainly to discover the close 
association o f his ancestors in the proceedings of that body. 
There is a letter in the National Archives dated 30 May 1888 
from the Public Records Office in Dublin to Richard at 
Creggan, informing him that the master of the rolls would sign 
a warrant permitting the deposit o f the Minute Books with the 
P.R.O. It is these books which were amongst the many 
thousands of others which were burnt in 1922.

What seems to have been the first attempt to put a 
Langrishe history on paper appeared in 1890 when Richard 
had a small run printed in Athlone. It incorporated a family 
tree. This short history has been sought by several researchers 
during the last few years. One of the original copies is in the 
writer's hands and another is deposited with the R.S.A.I. in 
Dublin.

Early in 1892 Mr MacDermott, the deputy-clerk in 
Kilkenny, died. Richard was summoned to resume his duties so 
he resigned his post with the Church of Ireland and the family 
returned to Noremount. He was appointed an honorary vicar 
choral o f St Canice's cathedral by the dean and chapter.

The next ten years saw some of the finest of Richard's 
architectural work devoted to St Canice's. The details are fully 
recorded elsewhere. Briefly, they comprise the floor of Irish 
marbles in the sanctuary. The new stalls for canons and choir 
which were carried out by De Wespaelar of Bruges to Richard's 
design, using Austrian oak; the oak screens placed in the 
entrance arches of the northern and southern chapels o f the 
chancel, and the stall-work in the chapter house. It is 
gratifying to see how all these works are being so well cared for 
today.
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Richard's devotion to Kilkenny and to his public duty were 
recognised when on 25 April 1893 he was appointed a JR for 
the borough of Kilkenny. The following year, on 15 August, he 
was admitted a freeman of the city of Kilkenny. On 21 October 
Marjorie Grace, the last o f Amitia's six children, was born. The 
culmination of research into the family came on 14 June 1899 
when the Ulster Herald issued from Dublin castle a grant of 
arms to Sir James and his brother Richard. This magnificent 
document is in the hands o f one of Richard's great-grandsons. 
It comprises sixteen quarterings:-

Top row: Langrishe, du Plessis, Theligny, Reading.
2nd row: Grace, Horsfall, Walsh, Sheffield.
3rd row: Gower, Lownde, Myhill, Coote.
4th row: Billingsley, Boyle, Bellingham, Hoadly.

The family remained at Noremount until 28 September 
1899 when they moved to Dundrum House, Rathmines, Dublin, 
where they stayed for three years. The reason for the move 
appears to have been partly economic. Although he must have 
accumulated a reasonable fortune Richard was sixty-six years 
of age and still educating five children. Harry had graduated 
from T.C.D. in 1893, had qualified as a solicitor and had been 
practising in Ballinasloe, County Galway for several years. He 
was admitted a ‘Freeman' of the city o f Kilkenny on the same 
date as his father. Rosie was still at home, having left school 
when the family returned to Noremount. Jack had entered St 
Columba's College, Dublin, for the summer term 1897; Dick 
followed a year later but went on to Cheltenham College in 
September 1899. Once in Dublin the girls went by day to 
Alexandra College. Jack went on to read medicine at T.C.D. in 
1901 and Dick entered the Indian Army after Sandhurst. Jack 
lived at home while at university and possibly to make it more 
convenient for everybody, it was decided to move nearer the 
city. In 1902 they moved to a very nice early Victorian house, 
11 Palmerston Road, Dublin, where they stayed for five years.

During the years in Dublin Richard travelled frequently to 
Kilkenny, for meetings of the R.S.A.I. or to supervise his work 
in St Canice's. He was able to show his work to Queen 
Alexandra during the Royal visit to the city in May 1904. He 
continued to submit papers to the R.S.A.I. for publication in
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their journal, amongst which 
were a lengthy account of the 
Grace family of Courtstown, 
notes on Jerpoint Abbey and 
on the Bourchier family and 
their memorial tablet in the 
cathedral.

O n ce  J a ck  h ad  
graduated and had been 
accepted  for a regu lar 
commission in the R.A.M.C. it 
was considered unnecessary 
to remain in Dublin so the 
family was uprooted yet again 
for the final return to 
Kilkenny. Noremount had 
been sold when they went up 
to Dublin so Richard bought 
Archersfield, at the top of 
Castle Road, in 1907. The

Amitia Sneade Langrishe 1907

Richard Langrishe 1907

property had at one time been 
used as an overnight stay for 
Coni Coaches. There were 
some VA acres o f land, coach 
house and stables and a 
simple single-storey cottage. 
On the front o f the cottage 
Richard built a two-storey 
house and this rather odd- 
looking combination of 
buildings can still be seen 
today. A beautiful garden 
was laid out in front o f the 
house with extensive lawns, 
borders and flower-beds, and 
a rock garden in the distance.

In h is  r e t i r e m e n t  
R i c h a r d  s t i l l  h a d  a 
contribution to make to 
freemasonry. In 1912 he was

Rose Archer
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secretary o f the Provincial Grand Lodge (South Eastern 
Counties) and on 2 April he was appointed provincial grand 
master. He continued to write with great enthusiasm, bringing 
his family notes up to date and making several attempts at 
writing a family history. Perhaps his most spectacular work is 
in the library o f the R.S.A.I. in Dublin. At whose request and 
when are not known, but he completed a survey o f documents 
entitled Acts of the Dean and Chapter of the Cathedral Church 
of the Holy Trinity, Dublin, commonly called Christ Church. As 
editor he wrote an introduction of seven pages. There were 
three volumes, covering the years 1574-1670 but the second 
has not survived. Altogether there must have been something 
approaching 600 pages, all in longhand. They are string-bound 
in heavy brown paper. There is evidence that some o f the work 
involved translation from Latin. The two volumes have 
recently been microfilmed for the cathedral archives. Richard 
had been a vice-president of the R.S.A.I. for many years, 
holding office for the last time in 1914 so perhaps that is why 
he left his only copies to the society.

During the war Archersfield provided hospitality for a 
number of young officers home on leave. O f the four sisters 
Eileen was the only one to cross to England for war work; she 
helped in a munitions factory near Blackheath, probably a part 
o f Woolwich Arsenal. Both Jack and Dick served in France. 
After service in the South African war and a short time as a 
Colonial Office administrator in Nigeria, Harry returned to 
Kilkenny and started to practise as a solicitor in the 
partnership of Hinson & Langrishe in New Ross. In 1916 he 
was appointed clerk o f the crown and peace for both county and 
city o f Kilkenny, and clerk to the lieutenancy.

Richard's life finally slipped away on 7 October 1922, just 
short of his eighty-eight birthday. O f his three sons only Harry 
was present for his funeral; Jack was in Bermuda and Dick in 
India. Twelve days later Cecily married Bishop Godfrey Day in 
St Canice's cathedral and was given away by Harry. Her 
mother was in deep mourning so did not attend the wedding, 
nor did her two brothers.

Between the death and the marriage was a poignant 
occasion. On 17 October was held the diocesan synod at which 
Bishop Day paid tribute to the man who would have been his
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father-in-law five days later:
Only ten days ago we suffered a further loss when Mr. 
Richard Langrishe, for more than fifty years architect to 
this Cathedral, was called to his rest. To Mr. Langrishe's 
skill and care St. Canice's Cathedral owes a great deal. It 
was he who fitted up this Chapter House for its present 
purpose, designing the seats which surround it and the 
great archway by which it is entered. It was he who 
designed the oaken screens at the end o f the choir aisles 
and the noble range o f canopied stalls in the choir, every 
detail of which was carefully thought out and beautifully 
executed. It was he who designed the splendid pavement 
of Irish marbles which gives such richness and dignity to 
the Sacrarium. But more than this; when Mr. Langrishe 
was appointed architect o f this Cathedral, soon after its 
restoration, he found that the roofs and gutters were in a 
deplorable state, and that water was pouring into the 
church whenever it rained. All this he set right; the roofs 
and gutters he rendered staunch and watertight, and they 
have remained so ever since. Those of us who love this 
noble and venerable building, which has been for more 
than 700 years the heart of the Diocese o f Ossory, will 
thank God for the constant devotion and skill with which 
Richard Langrishe cared for our Cathedral.

The R.S.A.I. also remembered Richard in their journal, 
full of praise for his long-standing support of the society, a 
council member and vice-president for so many years. His wide 
knowledge and love o f Kilkenny were acknowledged as 
profound.

There is a memorial to this interesting man, and it is in 
the obvious place, his beloved cathedral. Into the south wall 
has been set a carved marble panel. Under the family coat of 
arms is inscribed:

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
RICHARD LANGRISHE F.R.I.A.I.

FOR MORE THAN 50 YEARS ARCHITECT 
TO THIS CATHEDRAL 

WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE 
OCTOBER 8th 1922 AGED 88 YEARS

Rose Archer
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I HAVE LOVED THE HABITATION OF THY HOUSE 
AND THE PLACE WHERE THINE HONOUR DWELLETH

It should be noted that the inscribed date is wrong. It 
should be 7th October.

In 1923 Amitia moved to Alverstoke, Hampshire, to be 
nearer Dick's two young children. She eventually returned to 
Kilkenny in 1938, taking up residence with her spinster 
daughters. Cecily also returned to Kilkenny after the sudden 
death o f Godfrey Day who had only that year been appointed to 
the highest office in the Church o f Ireland, archbishop of 
Armagh and primate of All Ireland. Amitia died on 17 
September 1941, aged 88.

Harry had married Norah Isabel Coney in 1903, the same 
year that Rosie married Surgeon Lt Col Charles Norman 
Bensley of the Bengal Army. Jack married Helen Dorothy 
Collins on 6 June 1914. He continued his career in the 
R.A.M.C. until 1928 when he retired and took up a teaching 
post in the Medical Faculty of Edinburgh University.

Cecily and Marjorie contributed to the life of Kilkenny for 
many years. Cecily died in 1967 and her youngest sister ten 
years later. Mary, the last of Richard's children then still alive, 
died in August 1977. His descendants are still very much alive. 
At the time o f writing -  1997 -  they number three 
grandchildren, fourteen great-grandchildren and countless 
great-great-grandchildren. None have so far followed his 
profession.

H.R.L., August 1997 

Biographical Note
Hugh R. Langrishe is the youngest grand-child of Richard Langrishe. He 
trained and worked as an aeronautical engineer for nine years in the Fleet Air 
Arm of the Royal Navy during the 1939-45 war and in the aircraft industry. 
Subsequently ran his own business in the motor trade for over thirty-five years 
in England and in Wales. A  student of family history. He is now retired; 
married with two grown-up children.


