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INTRODUCTION 

Forgotten heroes
In 1793, life may have appeared to be offering great 

opportunities for the Hon. Simon Butler (1757-97). The 
Mountgarret Butlers had conformed to the Church of Ireland 
as late as 1744. Simon was a younger brother of Edmund 
Butler, the eleventh viscount Mountgarret, who had died 
earlier in 1793 from a surfeit of cider and strawberries.1 But 
Simon Butler was a more sober character: at the age of twenty- 
one, he was called to the Irish Bar, and six years later, in 1784, 
while still only twenty-seven, he became a King's Counsel and 
a Bencher of the King's Inns.2 A  successful barrister with a 
growing practice in Dublin, Butler's circle of friends included 
aspiring politicians and lawyers seeking the reform of 
government, including William Drennan and Archibald 
Hamilton Rowan (1751-1834), cousin of Hugh Hamilton a 
future bishop of Ossory.3 In the tumult surrounding the rise of 
the Volunteers and the demands for reform in Grattan's 
Parliament, Butler was receiving increasing political 
recognition.

That year, 1793, saw Simon Butler's nephew, Edmund 
Butler, Lord Mountgarret (1771-1846), promoted within the 
ranks of the aristocracy with the creation of the title, earl of 
Kilkenny; but Lord Kilkenny would later go mad and, although 
married to a sister of Robert Fowler, future bishop of Ossory 
(1813-41 ),4 he was to father no male heirs to the title.5 The next 
nephew in line to the Mountgarret titles and honours, the Hon. 
Somerset Richard Butler (1771-1826), would die without any 
children or heirs; his next brother, the Hon. Henry Butler

Rose Archer



THE CHURCH OF IRELAND IN COUNTY KILKENNY 145

(1773-1842), was, at the time, a rake who would abandon the 
married woman who was his mistress in Regency Brighton and 
run away, a hunted debtor, to Scotland. The next male Butlers 
in the line o f succession were minors or unmarried clergymen.

And so, when Simon Butler married Eliza Lynch at the 
beginning of 1795, and had a son Edward, they could have 
expected that, in time, he would succeed to one o f the most 
respected titles held by the Butlers, which dated to 1550.

Sadly, events took a different turn.
The Society o f United Irishmen was formed in Belfast in 

1791 by, among others, Theobald Wolfe Tone (1763-98), and the 
son of a Kilkenny-born army medical officer, Thomas Russell 
(1757-1803 ). Simon Butler, who with Wolfe Tone was one of the 
original leaders of the Catholic Committee, presided at the first 
meeting of the Dublin Society of United Irishmen on 9 
November 1793, and became the society's chairman, with 
James Napper Tandy (1740-1803) as its secretary. On 1 March 
1793, Butler, still a rising star in the political, legal and social 
firmaments, and Oliver Bond were summoned before the 
House of Lords, jailed for six months, and fined £500 each. On 
his release, Butler's name was erased from the list of King's 
Counsels -  although he remained a Bencher of the King's Inn -  
and with Hamilton Rowan he soon sailed for Scotland to 
reorganise the United Irishmen.6

In 1795, shortly after his marriage, Butler was forced into 
exile. He died on 19 May, 1797, a few weeks before his fortieth 
birthday, in abject poverty, depending on the accounts, either in 
Wales or in a lodging house in Brompton Row.7 Today, he is all 
but forgotten when it conies to accounts of the Butler family 
history: he is not mentioned in Lord Dunboyne's short but 
definitive history of the family, and he often merits no mention 
in the peerages; his brother, the Revd Richard Butler (died 
1795), is not listed by Leslie among the clergy of either the 
diocese of Dublin or the diocese of Ossory; and Simon Butler is 
seldom if ever referred to in the histories of the United 
Irishmen and the rising of 1798.s

The fate of Simon Butler serves to illustrate two points: 
that members of the Church of Ireland and their prominent 
role in the United Irishmen are often forgotten in the histories 
o f 1798; and that little attention has been paid to the
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contribution of people from County Kilkenny to the events of 
1798.

Prologue to the rising
Henry Flood in his memoirs said County Kilkenny was 

‘not the soil of patriotism',9 and it is often presumed that the 
1798 rising had little effect on County Kilkenny. Certainly, in 
the decades immediately preceding the rising, Kilkenny was 
the soil of unrest and potential rebellion.

Whiteboy activity first surfaced in County Kilkenny in 
March 1763. The Whiteboys complained o f ‘landlords stealing 
their rights and Protestant priests their potatoes'. Walker, the 
tithe proctor in Knocktopher, was the subject of a mock 
execution in Dunamaggan in September 1768, and Whiteboy 
activity increased dramatically in the 1770s, the most 
spectacular exploit, perhaps, being the battle o f Ballyragget in 
1775. The rector of Aglishmartin, the Revd John Hewetson, a 
clerical magistrate whose ecclesiastical functions made little 
demand on his personal life, became an instrument of state 
terror in suppressing the W hiteboys and enforcing the 
collection of tithes in Pollrone and Mooncoin, earning the 
sobriquet ‘Whiteboy Hewetson'.10 The tithes were to remain a 
source of prolonged and violent confrontation which simmered 
in County Kilkenny until the Land Acts of the late nineteenth 
century.11

In the period immediately before the rising, the 
government was concerned enough to have Lord Ormond and 
Sir Hercules Langrishe of Knocktopher inform it of conditions 
in County Kilkenny.12 United Irish activities surfaced openly in 
the county by November 1797, when about 300 United 
Irishmen were reputed to have broken into a house in 
Shankill.13 There are few statistics to allow us to build up a 
picture of United Irish organisation in County Kilkenny, but 
the county features in the returns before the parliamentary 
secret committee -  624 United Irishmen in February 1798; 
6,700 in April, when arms were seized in two parishes in the 
county -  but there is no clear picture of the local leaders.14

In the weeks immediately before the rising, Lord Clifden, 
nephew of Archibishop Charles Agar of Cashel, burned thirty 
houses on his Gowran estate.15 At the 1798 commemorations in
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The Rower, the Wexford 
historian Brian Cleary said 
the United Irishmen of 
Kilkenny suffered badly at 
the hands o f General Sir 
Charles Asgill in the months 
leading up to the rising: 
there were weekly 
executions outside the 
courthouse in Kilkenny city, 
and in early 1798, seventy 
people from Kilkenny were 
being transported each week 
to New Ross for deportation 
to Australia and Tasmania.
As a consequence, Cleary 
argues, the rising in County Fig. 1 General Sir Charles Asgill, 
Kilkenny was poorly planned commanding officer in Laois, Carlow 

, „ ! i_ and Kilkenny during 1798 -  courtesy
and unsuccessful. British Museum. © Copyright The

British Museum.
Events in County Kilkenny

The general assumption that the rising had little impact 
on County Kilkenny is contradicted by the facts. Colonel King, 
commander of the men from the Roscommon Regiment who 
first retreated from New Ross to Thomastown and then fought 
with the rebels at Glenmore, ‘found the people o f the county in 
a state of general insurrection'.17 There were more claims from 
suffering loyalists for compensation after the rising in County 
Kilkenny than from either Antrim or Down.18 And yet the story 
o f the rising in the north-east, like the story from County 
Wexford, has always been better told than the story in County 
Kilkenny.

Although the United Irishmen had planned a 
breakthrough from New Ross into County Kilkenny, this never 
occurred, and the main events of the rising in County Kilkenny 
took place in the Castlecomer and Goresbridge areas, in parts 
of the county that are in both the diocese of Ossory and the 
diocese of Leighlin.19

However, there were other events in the county too: there 
was the withdrawal of British troops to Thomastown after their
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initial defeat at New Ross on 5 June, and their clash with 
rebels in Glenmore the following day; an early gathering of 
United Irishmen at Glenmore outside New Ross, the failure of 
the Kilkenny United Irishmen to assemble and cut off the 
troops retreating from New Ross, the flight of refugees from 
New Ross, and the murder in The Rower of those who fled from 
New Ross: Richard Annesley, Bartholomew Cliffe and Richard 
Elliott, and a father and son from New Ross named Meany.20

Some historians ask why the United Irishmen were not as 
organised in County Kilkenny compared to neighbouring 
counties, particularly County Wexford. Cleary believes it was 
because of the executions and deportations in the weeks before 
the rising.21 Professor Louis Cullen says the fact that County 
Kilkenny escaped the popular sectarian tensions o f the 1790s is 
a ‘most astonishing feature'; he argues that because there was 
no serious gentry opposition to Catholic demands in 1792-3 and 
in 1795, there was no consequent deep public divide and 
controversy that caused the alienation that was an effective 
recruiting force for the United Irishmen in other neighbouring 
counties.22

The re-emergence of the Ormond Butlers in the political 
life o f the county is also a significant factor. Nor must we 
neglect the modifying influence of another key political 
grouping centred around the Ponsonby family: the Ponsonbys -  
who supported the Catholic Relief Bill o f 1793, the brief 
Fitzwilliam administration of 1795 (which saw the Beresfords 
removed from office), and who became associated with the 
formation of the Irish Whig Club -  were a major force in 
politics in the county and the country at the end o f the 
eighteenth century, and were closely allied in politics and by 
marriage with the Agar family. The Butlers and the 
Ponsonbys, and their parliamentary roles in the 1790s, tended 
to bring cohesion to the landed class in County Kilkenny in this 
crucial decade.23

THE CHURCH OF IRELAND AND THE RISING 

United Irish leadership
If there is a general assumption that the rising had little 

effect on County Kilkenny, then there is another common
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perception that needs to be challenged too. Despite the oft- 
given impression that the rising was primarily led by 
presbyterians in the north-east and by catholics in County 
Wexford, members of the Church of Ireland, both clerical and 
lay, played an important role in the United Irishmen and in the 
rising throughout the country. Founding members of the 
United Irishmen included members of the Church of Ireland 
such as Wolfe Tone, Thomas Addis Emmet and Thomas 
Russell, as well as Simon Butler; the hero and heroine of the 
Battle of Ballynahinch, Henry Monroe and Betsy Grey, were 
members o f the Church of Ireland; and in County Wexford 
prominent leaders of the rising included Beauchamp Bagenal 
Harvey, Nicholas Grey, Matthew Keugh, and members o f the 
Boxwell and Hatton families.

Among the casualties on both sides, there were Church of 
Ireland clergy and parishioners, and in all of these events, the 
clergy and the church itself had interesting roles, too complex 
to be reduced to the simplistic divisions of later popular myth, 
legend and ballad.

Purpose of study
A comparison of the clergy and the Church of Ireland in 

County Wexford with the situation in County Kilkenny allows 
us to ask a number of questions: why were there no clergy 
members o f the United Irishmen in County Kilkenny? Were 
any of the clergy sympathetic? Given the Whig politics of 
Bishop O'Beirne and others, and the family connections of 
clergy like the Floods, what was the political atmosphere in the 
Church o f Ireland in the dioceses contained in County 
Kilkenny? What were the politics and background o f the 
clergy? How did their social background influence their 
politics? Were any of them related to key players in the rising? 
And, after studying the Church of Ireland clergy and laity in 
County Kilkenny and the diocese o f Ossory, what can we say 
about it then compared with the neighbouring dioceses and 
counties?

In this study, I hope to provide a new profile of the Church 
of Ireland in this area at the end of the eighteenth century. 
Previous studies of the church in County Kilkenny and the 
diocese of Ossory have concentrated on either the medieval,
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pre-Reformation church or on the Roman catholic church: Dr 
Adrian Empey has provided excellent studies of the medieval 
church.24 In regard to the Roman catholic church, the clergy 
and parishes of County Kilkenny were studied fully at the end 
o f the last century and the beginning o f this century by Canon 
William Carrigan in the case of the Ossory parishes and by 
Bishop Michael Comerford in the case o f the Leighlin 
parishes;23 for the period around 1798 they have been treated 
extensively in Fearghus O Fearghaill's 1990 study;23 and 
Michael O'Hanrahan has provided a valuable study 
contrasting some aspects of life in the Roman catholic church 
and the Church o f Ireland in the period 1830-34 at the height 
of the ‘Tithe War'.27 But the only printed study o f the Church 
of Ireland covering this period is Canon J.B. Leslie's Ossory 
Clergy and Parishes.28 Leslie's work was ground-breaking; 
nevertheless, it is unsuitable for the purposes of this study: 
Leslie simply lists the parishes alphabetically, making it 
difficult to know who was where and when; he is confused at 
times about the holders of certain benefices and offices;29 and 
he does not provide a specific, contextual study of the period, 
examining the social and political issues or the debates of the 
period.

A new study may complement previous work by Canon 
Carrigan, Bishop Comerford, Canon Empey, Dr O Fearghaill 
and others, and allow us to reflect on the state of the Church of 
Ireland in this county and these dioceses at the time of the 
1798 rising.

We have accounts of the state of the Church of Ireland in 
the diocese and in the county in the episcopal visitations of 
1795 and 1799, drawn on extensively by Leslie, and in those 
diocesan and parish records that are extant. But no complete 
study of the Church of Ireland in County Kilkenny and the 
diocese of Ossory has yet been provided for this period. I hope 
this paper provides such a study, and will offer an interesting 
comparison with my earlier studies of the Church of Ireland in 
County Wexford and the diocese o f Ferns in 1798.30
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THE CHURCH OF IRELAND IN KILKENNY AND 
OSSORY 

Statistical analysis
Today, the modern Church of Ireland diocese of Ossory 

covers most o f County Kilkenny, parts of County Laois, and one 
portion of County Offaly, and consists o f six parochial groups or 
unions: four mainly or partly in County Kilkenny (Castlecomer, 
Fertagh or Johnstown, Kells and Kilkenny); and two in County 
Laois and County Offaly (Rathdowney and Clonenagh). Five of 
the neighbouring dioceses contain parochial groups or unions 
which include parts of County Kilkenny: Goresbridge, 
Paulstown and Wells are part of Old Leighlin Union in the 
diocese o f Leighlin; Kilmacow is now part o f Waterford 
Cathedral parish in the diocese of Waterford; Kilcooley in the 
diocese of Cashel has a small portion of territory in west 
County Kilkenny; Rosbercon has been transferred from the 
diocese of Ossory to the diocese o f Ferns and is part of New 
Ross Union; and Fiddown and Clonmore, former Ossory 
parishes, are now in the diocese of Lismore.

So, today's diocesan map for Ossory and for County 
Kilkenny would be markedly different from the shape of the 
map of 1798. In 1798, there were one hundred and thirty-six 
parishes grouped in fifty-six benefices in the diocese of Ossory. 
Of the one hundred and thirty-six parishes, the bishop of 
Ossory was patron o f seventy-six parishes, the cathedral 
chapter was patron of four, the Crown was patron of twenty-six 
and laymen were patrons o f thirty. These one hundred and 
thirty-six parishes were grouped, amalgamated or consolidated 
in fifty-six benefices or parochial unions, forty-eight of which 
were in County Kilkenny, either in whole or in part; another 
eight were in Laois and without any overlapping territory in 
County Kilkenny; and one (Seirkieran) was in County Offaly. 
Statistics compiled in 1787 show that of the fifty-six Ossory 
parishes or parochial unions, thirty-six (64.3 per cent) had 
churches; thirteen were without glebe houses or glebe lands, 
and twenty-eight had glebe lands only, while only fifteen (26.8 
per cent) were provided with glebe houses, comparable to the 
provincial average of 25.4 per cent or the national average of 
31.6 per cent.31
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In addition, eight parishes or parochial unions in the 
diocese of Leighlin were either in whole or in part in County 
Kilkenny, and one small portion of the parish of Kilcooley in the 
diocese o f Cashel lay on the western fringes o f County 
Kilkenny.

Of the nine parishes in the diocese of Ossory that lay 
totally outside County Kilkenny, either in Laois or in Offaly, 
many had direct connections with Kilkenny, through the 
patrons o f the parish, the clergy, or other immediate 
associations. For example, in County Laois, the Flood family 
provided both the rector and curate of Aghamacart;32 John 
Cary, rector of Kildelgy, was also curate in the union of 
Rathdowney and Glashare, which overlapped into County 
Kilkenny; Kilkenny Corporation remained the corporate 
patron of the parish of Skirk in west Laois, and John Orr, vicar 
of Skirk, was also the incumbent of Jerpoint; and Hamilton 
Cuffe, vicar of Offerlane in County Laois, held the sinecure of 
chantry chaplain to St Catherine's in Callan. The sole Ossory 
parish in County Offaly, Seirkieran, retained its links with 
County Kilkenny despite its isolated, insular location, and its 
vicar in 1798 was Matthew Wood, who had been curate of 
Callan prior to moving to Seirkieran in 1781.33

In all, there were eighty-seven clergy resident in County 
Kilkenny and/or the diocese of Ossory, or with diocesan, 
cathedral and parochial responsibilities in the area, even if 
they were non-resident. (See Appendix I and Appendix II).

By the end o f the eighteenth century, these clergy were 
serving a rapidly declining number of members of the Church 
o f Ireland. Joe Kennedy has pointed out the dramatic decrease 
in the protestant population of Callan and the neighbouring 
parishes between 1731 and 1800, both in real numbers and in 
proportionate terms, despite the enormous growth in the total 
population at the same period: in 1731, protestants accounted 
for 15.3 per cent of the total population of Callan civil parish; 
by 1831, protestants were only 3 per cent of the population.34 
Louis Cullen points to similar declines in other parishes.35
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THE CLERGY 

Bishop Thomas Lewis O'Beirne
It might be said that the political struggles at the end of 

the eighteenth century and the beginning of the nineteenth 
were characterised by the battle for power between the 
Ponsonby and Beresford families. Each family was surrounded 
by a powerful nexus o f allies, related by marriage and kinship 
and used as key players in the competition for power in state 
and church.

The bishop o f Ossory at the time, Thomas Lewis O'Beirne, 
was one of the few bishops appointed to the bench during 
Fitzwilliam's brief government.36 A prominent Whig and 
former Roman catholic, O'Beirne had once been rector of 
Longford at the same time as his brother was parish priest, and 
it was rumoured that one or other of the O'Beirne brothers had 
performed the wedding ceremony for the Prince o f Wales and 
Mrs FitzHerbert.37

Kilkenny may not have been an ideal location for an 
ambitious and rising clergyman -  the bishop's income, 
estimated at between £2,000 and £2,500, was one o f the lowest 
in the Church o f Ireland38 -  but it was a good start on the 
episcopal bench for a former Roman catholic priest who was in 
favour with Fitzwilliam and the Whigs. Fitzwilliam had a 
family interest in the diocese: his father-in-law, William 
Ponsonby, second earl of Bessborough (1704-1793), had been 
the most prominent lay member of the church in south County 
Kilkenny, and was patron o f the parish of Fiddown (Pilltown), 
where the rector was Samuel Madden, vicar-general of the 
diocese. In Kilkenny, O'Beirne remained a Whig, and brought 
a number o f Whig sympathisers into his diocese, including 
Richard Butler (a cousin of both Archbishop Butler of Cashel 
and Lord Dunboyne, former bishop of Cork), and ancestor of 
the late Hubert Butler.39 A reforming bishop, he followed the 
examples o f two Kilkenny-born episcopal reformers, Berkeley 
in Cloyne and Agar in Cloyne and Cashel, in introducing rural 
deans as a middle tier o f administration between the bishop 
and the parochial clergy. But O'Beirne did not always live up 
to his reforming reputation: he found a living for his nephew, 
Thomas Lacy, who became rector o f Donoughmore, County
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Laois, and when he was
appointed to Meath at the 
end of 1798 he took Lacy
with him to be his
archdeacon, as well as
finding a parish in Trim for 
Butler.41'

A lth o u g h  O ' B e irn e  
preached a sermon in 
Kilkenny at a service called 
by the corporation to mark 
the defeat of the French fleet 
at Bantry Bay in 1796, we 
should not forget that his 
p o l i t ic a l  s y m p a th ie s  
remained with the Whigs 
and with the demands for 
reform. Unlike conservative 
bishops such as Thomas 
Percy o f Dromore and 
Euseby Cleaver of Ferns,
O'Beirne refused to co
operate with M usgrave's 
compilation of his own loyalist and heavily-biased account of 
the rising: ironically, had he done so, we might have been left 
with a more balanced account of the events in County Kilkenny 
during the rising.41

Diocesan clergy
In his efforts at reform in the diocese, O'Beirne was often 

frustrated by the conservative nexus of clergy centred on the 
Beresford family (Armstrong, Blacker, Cuffe, Hume, Jones, 
McCausland, Monck and others), many with strong 
associations with the Orange Order, who had been brought into 
the diocese and given high office because of their connections.

Prior to O'Beirne's arrival in Kilkenny, the Beresfords had 
used their ecclesiastical strength in an attempt to secure a 
greater role in the political life of Kilkenny city and county. 
O'Beirne's immediate predecessor, the Hon. William Beresford, 
was a brother-in-law of Henry Flood, but he was also a brother

Fig. 2 Revd Richard Butler, vicar of 
burnchurch, by Richard Dighten, dated 
1832 (private collection).
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of John Beresford and brother-in-law of John FitzGibbon, Lord 
Clare, the two key leaders of the conservative and sectarian 
cabal that had an over-bearing influence on the Camden 
administration. Bishop Beresford was educated at Kilkenny 
College by Dr Hewetson, and Leslie says ‘his tenure o f the 
Ossory bishopric was uneventful'.42 But Beresford used his 
office to provide comfortable church livings for an array of 
family members and close friends. Among the clergy in 
Kilkenny and Ossory in the 1790s who were part o f Beresford's 
immediate family circle were: Charles Cobbe Beresford 
(nephew), rector of the The Rower until 1797; his brother, 
George de la Poer Beresford (nephew), who was treasurer of the 
Kilkenny chapter until his appointment in 1797 as dean of 
Kilmore, prior to becoming bishop of Clonfert and, later, bishop 
o f Kilmore; Armstrong (son-in-law, precentor); Marcus Monck 
(nephew, chancellor); James Jones (nephew, Killamery); 
Gustavus Hume (nephew by marriage, Bordwell); Hamilton 
Cuffe (nephew by marriage of Beresford's son, Offerlane); and 
Blacker (Wells, related through a complex web o f marital 
alliances). It is little wonder that Archbishop Magee, 
commenting in the following century on the numerous, well- 
paid positions held by the clerical Beresfords, should write, 
‘The production and maintenance of Beresfords is not the final 
cause of the Irish Church'.43

Indeed, the strength of the Beresford nexus makes an 
interesting comparison with the relative weakness, 
numerically at least, of those with connections with the 
Ponsonby family. The Ponsonby position was weakened to a 
degree by 1798 by the fact that two of the most prominent 
clerical members of the Agar family held appointments outside 
the diocese of Ossory: Charles Agar was archbishop of Cashel 
and his first cousin, also Charles Agar, was archdeacon of 
Emly; while a third clerical member who was politically active, 
the Revd John E. Agar, portrieve o f Gowran 1794-6, had died in 
1797.44 On the other hand, three clerical members of the Flood 
family, and one clerical member of the Langrishe family, were 
resident in the diocese.45

Cathedral chapter
Apart from the bishop and the vicar-general, the diocese of
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Ossory had a full cathedral chapter with a dean, precentor, 
chancellor, treasurer and seven prebendaries, as well as three 
vicars choral or minor canons.

Two cathedral deans held church appointments in County 
Kilkenny in 1798: the Hon. Joseph Bourke, dean of St Canice's, 
was also rector o f St Patrick's, Kilkenny, and rector and vicar of 
Urlingford,48 while Stewart Blacker, the dean of Leighlin, was 
the rector of Wells, a parish that straddled the borders of 
County Kilkenny and County Carlow.47

The deanery of St Canice's was valued at £600 per annum, 
exceeded only by the deaneries of Down, Derry, Raphoe, St 
Patrick's (Dublin) and Clogher, far better than neighbouring 
Waterford, twice as valuable as both Ferns and Lismore, three 
times more valuable than Cashel, and 7.5 times better off than 
Blacker's Leighlin.48

Bourke was presented to the deanery in August 1795, only 
months after O'Beirne's appointment as bishop by the 
Fitzwilliam administration. Bourke came from a Kildare 
family with strong ecclesiastical connections: his father, the 
third earl of Mayo, had been Beresfords immediate predecessor 
as archbishop of Tuam; his maternal uncle was archdeacon of 
Dromore and a nephew of Bishop Thomas Percy of Dromore; 
his first cousins included Lord Powerscourt, a prominent 
evangelical and one of the founding members of the Hibernian 
Church Missionary Society; and his brother Richard Bourke, 
bishop of Waterford and Lismore (1813-32), was married to a 
sister of Robert Fowler, future bishop of Ossory (1813-41).49 
Politically, Dean Bourke was a Whig by temperament and 
through family alliances: his uncle and his brother were elected 
M.P.s on anti-government tickets in the 1790s, although by 
1798 Lord Mayo had become a conservative who favoured the 
proclaiming of County Kildare;50 his wife Maria was eldest 
daughter and co-heir of Sackville Gardiner, and so related to 
the Ormond Butlers; and his second son, the Revd Sackville 
Gardiner Bourke, would marry Lady Georgina Ponsonby, 
eldest daughter of the fourth earl of Bessborough.51 But Dean 
Bourke was open to nepotism too: his brother, the Hon. George 
Theobald Bourke, was ordained deacon by O'Beirne in 1797 
before reaching the canonical age or having a church office to 
take up, and he lived in Kilkenny for a number of years waiting
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for a plum appointment.52
Bourke's neighbour, Dean Blacker o f Leighlin, was also 

rector of Wells, in County Carlow and County Kilkenny. 
Through a complex series o f marital alliances, Blacker was 
part of the Beresford family nexus and a member o f a family 
prominently associated with the origins of the Orange Order.53 
At the formation of the Grand Orange Lodge of Ireland, 
Blacker's brother, Captain William Blacker of Woodbrooke, 
County Wexford, was county grand master o f Armagh.64 
Blacker's son-in-law, the sheriff of County Down, Matthew 
Forde o f Seaforde and Coolgreany, was instrumental in 
suppressing the rising in County Down.55 According to 
Musgrave, who interpreted every event in Wexford as having 
sectarian intent, the rebels in County Wexford were so sure 
that all protestant property would be confiscated that one of 
the rebels, Michael Kelly (perhaps Musgrave intended John 
Kelly of Killanne), made a will leaving Blacker's estate to a 
relation.56

After the rising, Blacker remained dean of Leighlin until 
1804, when he exchanged the deanery and the parish of Wells 
with George Maunsell for the parish of Drumcree in the diocese 
of Armagh. Three years later, the first Orange parade to a 
church took place at Drumcree, and the parish continues to 
have associations with Orange excesses.57

Of the remaining cathedral dignitaries in St Canice's, the 
precentor ranked second after the dean and was responsible, in 
principle, for the choral services in the cathedral, while the 
chancellor ranked third and was secretary to the cathedral 
chapter.58 However, the precentor (Armstrong) and the 
chancellor (Monck), both Beresford appointees, were non
residents. Armstrong was rector of Mealiffe or Mayliff, County 
Tipperary, in the diocese of Cashel, and, through the patronage 
of his father-in-law, was prebendary o f Kilmoylan in the 
chapter of Tuam cathedral. His responsibility for the choral 
services in Kilkenny was effectively discharged by the vicars 
choral of St Canice's.59 Prior to the rising, Monck was only 
resident in his parish of Castleinch during the summer, but 
spent his winters in Kilkenny; immediately after the rising, he 
left Castleinch in the care of his unlicensed curate, Pack. 
Eventually, in 1799, he exchanged Castleinch for Rathdowney
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with Palmer, and when he died in 1849 he had been living in 
Bayswater, London.60

After the precentor and chancellor, the next ranking 
cathedral dignitaries were the treasurer, who was the bursar of 
the chapter and received all rents and revenues, and the 
archdeacon. Both the treasurer, Browne, and the archdeacon, 
Palmer, were politically sympathetic to O'Beirne. Browne had 
been Bourke's curate in St Patrick's, Kilkenny, from 1795 and 
became treasurer in 1797 in succession to George de la Poer 
Beresford; after O'Beirne's transfer at the end of 1798, he 
followed him to the diocese of Meath, where he became vicar of 
Rathcore, and he remained there for almost fifty years.61

Like O'Beirne, Palmer was born in County Longford. As 
archdeacon of Ossory, he also held the parishes of Knocktopher, 
Kilfane and Tullowherin, and in addition was precentor of 
Lismore from 1782 to 1797.62 In Knocktopher, his patron was 
Sir Hercules Langrishe, who introduced the Catholic Relief Bill 
o f 1792, and we can presume Palmer shared his political 
values; there Palmer employed Thomas Sutton, an Oxford 
graduate, as his curate at £50 a year, although in 1800 Sutton 
was complaining that he had been a curate for twenty-five 
years ‘and the great God only knows the hardships I have 
endured'.63 In Kilfane, his curate was Edward Hunt, whose 
brother-in-law, John Greene of Greenville, County Kilkenny, 
was married to a niece of Cornelius Grogan, the United Irish 
leader executed on Wexford Bridge in 1798; the Greenes were 
also inter-married with Palmer's patrons in Knocktopher, the 
Langrishe family.61 Palmer's son the Revd Henry Palmer, was 
educated by Bishop Joseph Stock, the Whig bishop of Killala 
who spoke kindly of his captors during the rising in Connacht, 
and the younger Palmer later married Stock's daughter 
Maria.65

However, Palmer too was an absentee dignitary. A  year 
after the rising, he claimed he was living in Dublin because of 
his infirm health; in 1800, it was reported that he was 
‘prevented by indisposition from leaving his room'. By then, 
Hunt reported, there was no congregation in Kilfane except 
when the Power family was in the county.66 Therefore, the 
duties normally associated with an archdeacon today were 
discharged in the diocese by the vicar-general, Samuel
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Madden, who had been appointed by Beresford's predecessor, 
Sir John Hotham, in 1780. Madden, who was aged seventy by 
1798, had then been living in the diocese for more than forty 
years. He had been appointed to Fiddown (Pilltown) through 
the patronage of Fitzwilliam's father-in-law, Bessborough. He 
had a glebe house in Kells, where he lived during the summer 
until 1798, and for the rest of the time he lived in Kilkenny.67 
In Kells, he employed George Wallen or Watters as his curate 
from 1792 to 1818,68 and in Fiddown John Higginbotham had 
been his curate since 1781.69 Madden's son, Travers, was also a 
clergyman in the diocese, and another son, Michael, later 
became chancellor of the diocese of Cashel and married a 
daughter o f Bishop Hamilton of Ossory. In addition, four of 
Madden's sons-in-law were clergymen: Arthur Palmer of 
Glashare and Rathdowney; John Cooksey; William Glascott, 
rector of Killesk, County Wexford, whose parishioners crossed 
the river at Ballyhack or sought asylum at Duncannon Fort 
during the battle of New Ross; and Robert Hawshaw of 
Taghmon.70 Hawkshaw's son, Revd Samuel Hawkshaw of St 
Mullin's, has an additional connection with the rising through 
his wife Ellen, daughter of Captain Francis King, proprietor of 
the barn at Scullabogue, which was the scene of perhaps the 
worst atrocity during the Wexford rising.71

And so, the dignitaries of the cathedral were divided 
between a minority of Beresford-appointed conservatives, such 
as Armstrong and Monck, and a majority of Whig supporters 
loyal to O'Beirne and the Ponsonbys, namely Bourke, Browne, 
Palmer and Madden. In addition, there were seven 
prebendaries in the chapter. Meara (Aghoure) was a Beresford 
appointee, but never appears to have lived in County Kilkenny. 
When he married in 1784, he described himself as ‘o f Dublin'; 
he followed Beresford to Tuam in 1795, becoming vicar-choral 
and leaving a curate, Francis Lodge, to look after his parish.72 
Jones (Killamery), Beresford's nephew, was appointed to the 
chapter by his uncle, but continued to live in his parishes in the 
diocese o f Derry.73 Leahy (Tascoffin), a third Beresford 
appointment to the prebendal stalls, continued to live in his 
Dublin parish, leaving his curate John Robinson in charge of 
Tascoffin; Robinson was left unpaid for over a year, lived in 
Kilkenny because he could find no residence in the parish, and
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as a deacon found it hard to secure the assistance of a priest to 
celebrate the Holy Communion four times a year.74 Johnston 
(Blackrath) held a sinecure that required no residence, he had 
neither church nor school in his parish, and the four families 
who were parishioners used St Mary's church, Kilkenny.75

On the other hand, three o f the prebendaries were 
resident in the diocese o f Ossory: Waring (Kilmanagh) 
continued to live in Kilkenny attending to his parish duties;76 
Butler (Mayne) was brought into the diocese by O'Beirne;77 and 
Francis Warden Flood (Cloneamery) lived in his parish at 
Inistioge from 1782-1817.78

The diocesan records show that the chapter of St Canice's 
did not meet between the years 1797 and 1799.79 This in part 
may have been due to the inability of the chapter to meet in the 
absence of key dignitaries who were absentees, including the 
precentor, the chancellor and the archdeacon. In the absence of 
chapter meetings, there are no minutes to record the views of 
these key clergy on the events surrounding the 1798 rising. 
But silence dues not mean an inability or unwillingness of 
chapter members to relate to the political circumstances at the 
time.

The parochial clergy in 1798
Apart from the bishop, his vicar-general, the deans of St 

Canice's and Leighlin, the four other senior dignitaries of St 
Canice's cathedral, and the seven prebendaries or canons, 
there were seventy-two other Church o f Ireland clergy from the 
dioceses of Ossory, Leighlin and Cashel who were resident or 
who held ecclesiastical responsibilities in either County 
Kilkenny and/or the diocese of Ossory in 1798.

In previous generations, the clergy of Ossory had not been 
without their radical members; Francis Higgins, who was 
rector and vicar of Gowran from 1694 to 1728 and archdeacon 
of Cashel from 1725 to 1728, had been an outspoken Whig 
whose pamphlets were burned by the common hangman.80 
Some of those clergymen of 1798 were also highly active 
politically. Indeed, it might be argued that one of the reasons 
the United Irishmen found it so difficult to organise in County 
Kilkenny was because of bitter memories of the savage 
suppression of the Whiteboys thirty years earlier by clerical
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magistrates such as ‘Whiteboy' Hewetson. The Revd John 
Hewetson had relentlessly pursued Father Nicholas Sheehy, 
securing his execution in Clonmel in 1766, and making life very 
difficult for Archbishop Janies Butler o f Cashel. Hewetson had 
plenty of time to hunt down Whiteboys, priests and rebel 
suspects: in 1795, it was reported that although he had lived in 
a house in his parish for thirty-six years, he had no church, no 
glebe and no protestants to care for except for his own family. 
In 1799, the situation had changed marginally: he had one 
protestant parishioner.81

There was a high level of non-residency in County 
Kilkenny parishes, with many rectors collecting hundreds of 
pounds worth of tithes and paying a few miserable pounds to 
their curates, while others admitted openly that their 
appointments amounted to perfect sinecures. Among the 
pluralists and absentees were Armstrong, who held 
appointments in Cashel and Tuam, Blacker, who continued to 
live in Armagh, and Jones and Lambert, who had livings in 
Derry and Meath; Cuffe also held appointments in both Meath 
and Ossory. Both McCausland and Monck were non-residents: 
Monck's duties were attended to by his unlicensed curate, 
Pack,82 and McCausland was not even paying his curate, 
Blunden, in Clonmore.83 Those whose appointments could be 
regarded as pure sincecures include Alexander, who had no 
church, no glebe, no house and no protestant family in Kilbride 
and Kilcoan, holding that parish at the same time as he was 
curate of Rosbercon and living at New Ross, where he was 
master of the John Ivory School.84 Baker (Kilmocar), who had 
no church, no glebe and no protestants in his parish, described 
it as ‘a perfect sinecure', with the vicarage worth £26 a year.85 
Ball, although he had appointed Simon Butler's nephew, Lord 
Kilkenny, as churchwarden, reported in 1799 that there was no 
protestant family in his union; his church was in disrepair, and 
yet he had twenty to thirty communicants when the church at 
Attanagh was used once a month during the summer.86 
Robinson (Listerlin) had no protestant family but his own in 
his parish, had no church, and lived in Rosbercon.87 And 
Whitty (Ballytarsney) had no church and just two resident 
protestant families who used Rathkyran church; he paid £2 to 
Hewetson for occasional duties, so saving himself the trouble of



162 OLD KILKENNY REVIEW

travelling from Carlow where he lived.88 Other non-resident 
clergy included Fell (Rosbercon), who lived in Waterford, where 
he was precentor -  his curate Alexander had been licensed at 
£75 a year but had been obliged to accept £50 for fear of losing 
his curacy;89 and Hawtrey (Dunkitt), who also lived in 
Waterford.90

Even in the better parishes, the poor curates often lived in 
miserable conditions, without proper residences. Although 
Dennis -  who commented wryly (given the events o f the time), 
‘I live within musket shot o f the church' -  thought his curate's 
salary was excessive,91 many of these curates provided deeply 
spiritual and pastoral care for their parishioners. Examples of 
over-worked curates include the hard-pressed Sutton in 
Knocktopher, the unpaid Robinson in Tascoffm, Blunden in 
Clonmore, and Carr who, as his rector Beresford conceded, 
discharged his duties diligently at The Rower for twenty-seven 
years.92 Roberts (Dysart) was appointed as a curate to the 
parish by O'Beirne, but later complained that for over two 
years he had received no more than £5 from the vicars choral 
o f St Canice's; he was curate also in Mothell, where he was 
obliged to buy his own surplice and borrow books to read the 
services while the rector, Hoare, was receiving £686 a year in 
rector's tithes.93

Consequences of the rising for the clergy
Among the clergy who were politically active, or who had 

interesting political and family associations, Hewetson and 
Blacker were the most prominent. But when it comes to 
considering the clergy personally effected by the circumstances 
surrounding the rising, perhaps the most interesting case is 
that of Chamberlain Walker, a pluralist who was rector of 
Rosconnell and curate of Abbeyleix in the diocese of Ossory, and 
vicar o f Ballyroan in the diocese of Leighlin.94

Walker was the incumbent of a parish with no protestant 
families apart from his own, no church apart from ruined walls, 
no churchwardens since the 1690s, no vestry since 1750 and ‘no 
duty except a burial once in 20 years and a baptism perhaps in 
my own home'.95 Although he was a cousin of the Colclough 
family, which had intimate associations with the rising in 
County Wexford, and despite the fact that his father-in-law was

Rose Archer



THE CHURCH OF IRELAND IN COUNTY KILKENNY 163

proprietor o f the Music Hall in Fishamble Street where the 
United Irishmen had met regularly, Walker's loyalty was never 
in question.96 Obviously a man who was not to be stressed by 
overwork in the church, he abandoned his sinecure on the 
outbreak o f the rising, and removed himself to Dublin. When 
hostilities ceased, he refused to return to live among the 
parishioners who paid his tithes, and instead became a 
commissioner for the Losses o f Suffering Loyalists.97

The only clergyman in the county to have participated 
personally in the fighting during the rising appears to have 
been the Revd John Whitty, the rector of Ballytarsney, where 
he had no church and two parishioners. With a small band of 
no more than a dozen, Whitty was involved in a skirmish near 
Arles, and killed twenty-one rebels in the fighting between 
three and six in the morning of 25 June. He subsequently 
received the rectory of Rathvilly for his loyalty in 1798.98

But perhaps the one 
clergyman in County 
Kilkenny to have suffered 
most during the rising was 
the Revd Henry Irwin, the 
pious and hard-working 
curate of Castlecomer from 
1796. He was born in 
Drogheda on 31 October 
1773, the son of Alexander 
Irwin, parish clerk o f St 
Peter's, Drogheda. He 
probably attended Drogheda 
Grammar School, where his 
fellow pupils included the 
future dean of St Canice S, pig 3 Revd Henry Irwin, archdeacon of 
Joseph Bourke,99 and where Emly, died 1858. (Courtesy o f Mrs. 
the master from 1775 to 1795 Máire Downey). 
was the absentee rector of
Castlecomer, Canon James Irwin, who also had a parish in the 
diocese of Meath, a residence in County Fermanagh, and later 
held the post o f master of Raphoe Royal School in County 
Donegal while remaining rector of Castlecomer.100 James Irwin 
had exchanged the prebendal parish of Kilrane in the diocese
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of Ferns with Thomas Stephens to become rector of 
Castlecomer at the end of 1794, but he never intended to live in 
his new parish: in 1795 he held a parish in Meath 45 miles off 
and was non-resident; in June that year he signed an address 
to the primate from the clergy of County Louth; and he 
resigned from Drogheda Grammar School not to attend to his 
parish County Kilkenny but to become master of Raphoe Royal 
School in 1796.101

But if James Irwin was a negligent, non-resident rector, 
Henry Irwin, on the other hand, appears to have been a 
conscientious and diligent curate from the time o f his 
ordination as deacon on 29 March 1796, still below the 
canonical age, and he appears to have been appointed a curate 
by his namesake without a proper licence.

Henry Irwin was later compensated for his losses during 
the fighting in his parish, and appears on the Suffering 
Loyalists' List of 1798. His position as curate appears to have 
been regularised only a year later on 14 September 1799, when 
he was licensed after more than six years in the parish.102 
Irwin's published sermons and pamphlets show him to have 
been a pious and eloquent priest. He subsequently became 
archdeacon of Emly and rector of Sandford, Dublin, where his 
curate and successor was William Pakenham Walsh, later 
bishop of Ossory (1878-97).103

The events in Castlecomer also affected the life of Roberts, 
the hard-pressed curate of Mothell and Dysart, whose parish 
clerk was killed in Castlecomer; and Roberts himself lost books, 
apparel and furniture during the rising.104

The three Floods -  Francis Warden Flood, vicar of 
Inistioge, Oliver Flood, vicar of Aghamacart, and his curate, 
Henry Flood -  were related to Henry Flood, the Volunteer 
M.P.;105 Francis Warden Flood was a nephew through his 
mother of Samuel Hayden, a former vicar in the diocese of 
Ossory, who was killed in Enniscorthy in 1798;106 and Oliver 
Flood was a first cousin of both Henry Hatton, a leading 
Volunteer, and William Hatton, a prominent United Irishman 
in County Wexford.107 The Hattons were also cousins of Robert 
Wray, the curate o f Gowran, whose cousin Elizabeth Wray was 
mother of Henry and William Hatton. Wray, who had been 
curate of Gowran for three and a half years at the outbreak of
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the rising, was forced to leave Gowran at the height of the 
rebellion. By 1799 he was living in Kilkenny city, and when he 
died in 1801 he was buried in St Canice's churchyard.

Another clergyman with strong family connections with 
leading figures in the rising was John Orr, vicar o f Jerpoint and 
Skirk. Orr was related to Henry Monroe, the leader of the 
United Irishmen at the ‘Battle of Ballynahinch' who was 
executed in Lisburn. However, his family preferred not to 
allude to this fact in the aftermath of the rising: his obituary 
makes no reference to Henry Monroe, although it does mention 
that Orr was a nephew of Lord Ely.108

Two other clergymen personally affected by the rising 
although they were not living in the diocese in 1798, were 
Arthur Conolly and his son, also Arthur, who received £272 and 
£53 respectively in compensation for their losses in Donard, 
County Wicklow. The elder Arthur Conolly later became 
‘Whiteboy' Hewetson's successor in Aghlishmartin.1119

The lives o f at least eight other clergymen -  Alexander, 
Carr, Cary, Hobart, Jones, Kennedy, Langrishe and 
McCausland -  were also effected by the events surrounding the 
rising in 1798.

Alexander was related by marriage to both the Richards 
family, closely associated with events in County Wexford, and 
Walter Blake Kirwan (1754-1805), dean of Killala.110 Kirwan, 
who had been educated for the Roman catholic priesthood with 
Bishop O'Beirne, was ranked next to Henry Grattan among the 
orators of the age.111

Carr was also a schoolmaster in New Ross, where his 
pupils included James Thomas O'Brien, a future bishop of 
Ossory. As deputy sovereign of New Ross immediately after 
the rising, a deposition was sworn before him by Elizabeth 
Dobbyn of Oldcourt, Adamstown, giving details of the murder 
o f her husband and six sons during the massacre of 
Scullabogue barn.112 Carr's step-mother, Frances Boyse of 
Bannow, County Wexford, was related to the Colclough family, 
which had intimate associations with the rising in Wexford, 
and his son Thomas also married into the Colclough family.113

Cary was once a curate to Christopher Harvey, uncle of 
Beauchamp Bagenal Harvey, who was executed on Wexford 
bridge after the rising.114
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Hobart had been rector of Killane in the diocese of Ferns 
from 1786 to 1795; intermittently, between 1779 and 1796, 
John Kelly ‘the Boy from Killane', appears as churchwarden at 
St Anne's, Killanne.115

Jones was twice married: his first wife was a daughter of 
Theobald Wolfe o f Bodenstown, County Kildare, the 
conservative magistrate after whom Theobald Wolfe Tone was 
named; and his second wife was a daughter o f Sir John 
Blackwood, a magistrate suspected of being a member of the 
United Irishmen. His second cousin, Anne Coote married John 
Grogan of Heathfield, who later recovered the estates of his 
brother, the executed Wexford leader, Cornelius Grogan.116

Kennedy, an active magistrate and a freeman of Wexford, 
was accused of being an ‘Orange Rogue'. One of his servants, 
William Jordan, was among the victims burned to death in 
Scullabogue barn.117

Langrishe was portrieve of Knocktopher on six occasions 
in the 1790s, and was a nephew of Lord Ely, who had a 
prominent role in events in County Wexford in 1798.11S

And McCausland was married to a niece of Thomas 
Russell's friend, George Knox.119

THE LAITY AND THE RISING
Among the laity, some members of the Church of Ireland 

in County Kilkenny and/or the diocese of Ossory were members 
of, or sympathetic to, the cause of the United Irishmen, while 
others suffered as a consequence of the rising.

Among the victims o f the rising, William Carline of 
Glenmore, County Kilkenny, a near relative o f John 
O'Donovan, the County Kilkenny antiquary, and William 
Jordan, a servant of John Kennedy, were among the 100 or so 
people burned to death in the barn at Scullabogue on 5 June 
1798.120 George Fisher, a parishioner of Mothell and Dysart, 
was murdered in County Wexford on 24 June 1798, and left a 
widow and four children.121

In addition, the rising prevented the churchwardens in a 
number of parishes, including Castleinch and Listerlin, from 
carrying out their duties, and one of the churchwardens of 
Fertagh ( Johnstown), William Walpole, was ‘absent on duty' in 
1798 and 1799.122
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Other key political figures at the time who were active 
members of the Church of Ireland include Henry Flood, of 
course, and members o f the Knox family, who had close 
associations with the area. But the most prominent lay 
member of the Church of Ireland with strong associations with 
the United Irishmen and with County Kilkenny was 
undoubtedly the Hon. Simon Butler.

Nor should we forget Wolfe Tone's closest friend, Thomas 
Russell, whose parents were both from County Kilkenny. Both 
Russell and his father had considered Anglican ordination, and 
although Thomas Russell was born in County Cork, the family 
later returned to the diocese o f Ossory to live in Durrow. When 
he returned to Ireland in secret after 1798, Russell used a 
passport in the name Agar, a leading Church of Ireland family 
in County Kilkenny. Before his execution, Russell, who was a 
devout Anglican, received the Holy Communion twice with 
great devotion. In the last hours before his execution, he was 
translating from his Greek New Testament that politically 
beatific vision in the Book of Revelation:

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first
heaven and first earth were passed away. (Revelation
21:1)

Russell left that Greek New Testament, his only remaining 
earthly possession, to his distant cousin, the Revd Arthur 
Forde, the clergyman who attended him on the scaffold -  a 
truly pious end to the connections between the Church of 
Ireland in Kilkenny and Ossory and the leaders of the United 
Irishmen.123

CONCLUSIONS
Louis Cullen points out that, significantly, the white 

terror which followed the 1798 rising in County Wexford did 
not overflow into County Kilkenny. While forty catholic 
churches and chapels were burned in County Wexford and 
County Wicklow over the next two years by protestant 
extremists, only four chapels were burned in County 
Kilkenny.124

W hatever happened before and during the rising,
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Kilkenny was certainly a quieter county in the aftermath of the 
rising than counties such as Wexford, Wicklow and Kildare. 
O'Beirne's refusal to co-operate with Musgrave leaves us with 
no insights from that sources of his attitudes, or the attitudes 
of his clergy, to the turmoil in 1798. But given that the 
Beresford-connected conservative clergy in both the cathedral 
chapter and the parochial structures -  with the obvious 
exception of men such as Hewetson -  were absentees, the 
majority of resident clergy were liberals and Whigs, close to 
O'Beirne's own political sympathies. If any of them harboured 
any empathy with the cause of the United Irishmen, then 
O'Beirne had refused to inform Musgrave of this, and his 
silence is compounded by the absence of any chapter meetings 
or minutes. We are only left to ponder.

Certainly, Ossory was a safe diocese for the clergy to 
resume political activities in the immediate aftermath of the 
rising: Langrishe became portrieve o f Knocktopher once again, 
and early in the nineteenth century Pack was elected portrieve 
of Irishtown, a borough controlled by the bishops of Ossory. 
Clergymen in the area who had openly supported the 
government, including the Conollys, Walker and Whitty, were 
rewarded with either government offices or preferment in the 
church.

But there was recognition too for O'Beirne, who became 
bishop of Meath only months after the rising ended, and 
became a strong supporter of the Act of Union, like many 
liberals at the time who saw it as the only alternative in the 
wake of the failure of the rising and the failure of Grattan, 
Flood and others to bring about effective reform of the 
parliament in Dublin.125

The Act of Union was largely opposed by members of the 
protestant ascendancy, partly because it was tied up with a 
promise for catholic emancipation, but largely because their 
interests could be best secured in the Dublin parliament and 
through their control of the ‘rotten boroughs'. And, of course, 
the union of the Church o f Ireland and the Church of England 
held out the prospects of removing patronage and the control of 
ecclesiastical appointments from the protestant ascendancy 
and, as eventually happened, disestablishment.

In the immediate aftermath of the rising, there was a
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Fig. 4 Revd Peter Roe, Rothe House 
Collection.

strong revival o f religious 
piety and practice in the 
Church o f Ireland in the 
Kilkenny area, manifested in 
the members of the 
K ilk en n y -based  C lerica l 
Association which was 
founded in 1800 and whose 
leading members included 
Robert Shaw, Henry Irwin of 
Castlecomer and Peter Roe 
of St Mary's, Kilkenny, the 
society's secretary. Roe was 
the son o f a medical 
practitioner in Gorey who 
fled the rising in County 
Wexford in 1798. He was 
ordained at the early age of
twenty, and in Kilkenny he lived an ascetic and exemplary 
lifestyle, becoming known for his personal holiness and his role 
in increasing the frequency of Holy Communion and the 
number of communicants, and the revival of the rite of 
confirmation. Roe and his colleagues supported societies such 
as the Bible Society and the Hibernian Church Missionary 
Society, and provided meals, fuel and blankets for the poor.126

The tithe issue was to become a prolonged and violent 
confrontation that continued in County Kilkenny until the 
Land Acts of the late nineteenth century. But if any one 
indicator is needed to show that Kilkenny was a safe county for 
the clergy of the Church o f Ireland in the years immediately 
after the rising, and that there was no ill-will or feelings of 
sectarianism in its aftermath, then it is provided in the person 
of the Revd Henry Irwin, who remained on in Castlecomer for 
many years, becoming a devoted husband and father, and an 
exemplary clergyman.

Appendix I: Ossory Diocesan and Cathedral dignitaries:
Bishop: Thomas Lewis O'Beirne
Vicar-General: Samuel Madden (1)
Dean: (Hon.) Joseph Bourke (2)
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Precentor: William Armstrong
Chancellor: Marcus Monck (3)
Treasurer: Chaworth Browne (4)
Archdeacon: Henry Palmer (5)

Prebendaries:
Blackrath: Robert Johnston (6)
Aghoure: James Meara (7)
Mayne: Richard Butler (8)
Killamery: James Jones (9)
Tascoffin: John Leahy (10)
Kilmanagh: John Waring (11)
Cloneamery: Francis Warden Flood (12)

Vicars Choral and Minor Canons:
Dean's Vicar: Charles Milley Doyle
Archdeacon's Vicar: Charles Frederick Phillips (13)
Precentor's Vicar: Arthur Rolleston

Parish incumbents and curates:
County Kilkenny benefices in diocese of Ossory (forty-eight):
Agharney:

Aghoure:

Aglishmartin:
Ballytarsney:

Burnchurch:

Callan:

Castlane:

Castlecomer:

Castleinch:

Clonmore:

Thomas Franklin, rector 
John Ball, vicar (14)
James Meara (preb of Aghoure) (7) 
Francis Lodge (curate)
John Hewetson (15)
John Whitty
John Higginsbotham (curate) (16) 
Richard Butler (preb of Blackrath) (6) 
Bartholomew Pack (curate) (17)
George Stevenson
Thomas Lambert (curate) (18)
(Hon.) Hamilton Cuffe (St Catherine's) (19)
Robert Shaw
John Gwynn (curate)
James Irwin 
Henry Irwin (curate)
Marcus Monck (3)
(Bartholomew?) Pack (curate) (17) 
Marcus McCausland
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John Blunden (curate)
(in Odoghe): see Odagh (Ballyragget) 
Robert Shaw 
Ralph Hawtrey 
John Hughes (curate) (20)
Anthony Pack 
John Stone
(held by the vicars choral)
Samuel Thomas Roberts (curate) (21) 
Chaworth Browne (treasurer) (4) 
George Stone (curate) (22)
John Bagshot Ridge (23)
Charles F Phillips (curate) (13)
John Pick (24)
Samuel Madden (1)
John Higginbotham (curate) (16)
John Bagshot Ridge (24)
Robert Wray (curate)

Inistioge and Cloneamery:
Francis W Flood (preb of Cloneamery) (12) 
James Adam Kerr (curate)
John Orr (25)
George Stone (curate)
Samuel Madden (1)
George Wallen or Watters (curate) 
Robert Alexander (26)
William Dennis
John Hewetson (curate, Macully) (15) 
Henry Palmer (archdeacon) (5)
Edward Hunt (curate)
Dean and cathedral chapter

Donoughmore
Dungarvan:
Dunkitt:

Dunmore:
Durrow:
Dysart:

Ennisnag:

Eirke:

Fertagh:
Fiddown:

Gowran:

Jerpoint:

Kells:

Kilbride and Kilcoan: 
Kilculiheen:

Kilfane:

Kilkenny, St Canice's:
Kilkenny, St John's and St Mary's:

Matthew Hemings 
Kilkenny, St Patrick's: (Hon.) Joseph Bourke (dean) (2)

John Robinson (curate) (27) 
Killamery: James Jones (preb of Killamery) (9)

Thomas Lambert (curate) (18) 
Kilmacow: Travers Madden

John Hughes (curate) (20)
Kilmanagh: John Waring (preb of Kilmanagh) (11)
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Kilmenan:
Kilmocar:
Knocktopher:

Listerlin:
Mayne:
Mothell:

Odagh:
Rathdowney and

Rosbercon:

Rosconnell: 
The Rower:

Tascoffin:

Thomastown:

Urlingford:

John Ball (14)
William Baker
Henry Palmer (archdeacon) (5)
Thomas Sutton (curate)
Joseph Robinson
Richard Butler (preb of Mayne) (8) 
Deane Hoare
Samuel Thomas Roberts (curate, 
Mothell) (21)
Edward Pidgeon (curate, Kilkyran, 
Rathcoole)
Stearne Ball 

Glashare:
Arthur Palmer 
John Cary (curate) (28)
(?) Hans Thomas Fell 
Robert Alexander (curate) (26) 
Chamberlain Walker (29)
George Lambert 
Edward Carr (curate)
John Leahy (preb of Tascoffin) (10) 
John Robinson (curate) (27)
Paul Helsham
George Stone (curate) (22)
(Hon.) Joseph Bourke (dean) (2)
John Pick (curate) (24)

Kilkenny benefices in diocese of Leighlin (seven): 
Abbeyleix: (?) Edward Groome

Chamberlain Walker (curate) (29) 
Graiguenamanagh and Ullard:

Benjamin Hobart (preb of Ullard) 
William Pasley (curate)

Grange Sylvae (Goresbridge):
Charles Stone 

Powerstown: John Kennedy
Rathaspeck: Edward Sterling
Shankill: Thomas Dillon
Wells: Steward Blacker (dean of Leighlin)
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Kilkenny benefices in diocese o f Cashel (one):
Kilcooley: George St George

Laois benefices in diocese o f Ossory (eight):
Aghamacart: Oliver Flood

Henry Flood (curate)
Aghavoe: John Morris

Thomas Tucker (curate)
Bordwell: Gustavus Hume

Thomas Murray Prior (curate) (30) 
Donoughmore (in Aghavoe): Thomas Lacy

Thomas Murray Prior (curate) (30)
Kildelgy: John Cary (28)
Killermogh: Edward Price
Offerlane: (Hon) Hamilton Cuffe (19)

Francis Green Despard (curate)
Skirk: John Orr (25)

Edward Henry Dempsey (curate)

Offaly benefices in diocese of Ossory (one):
Seirkieran: Matthew Wood

Other clergy resident in Kilkenny (two):
(Hon.) George Theobald Bourke;
James Langrishe (dean of Achonry, 
archdeacon of Glendalough)

The numbers in round brackets after the clergy names are 
cross references to the same individuals, as some held more 
than one appointment.

Appendix II: Prosopography:
Alexander, Robert: vicar, Kilbride and Kilcoan; curate, 

Rosbercon; former master, John Ivory Endowed School, 
New Ross.

Armstrong, William: precentor; prebendary o f Kilmoylan 
(Tuam); rector, Mealiffe (Cashel).

Baker, William: vicar, Kilmocar.
Ball, John: vicar, Agharney; rector and vicar, Kilmenan, rector, 

Kentstown (Meath).
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Ball, Stearne: vicar, Odogh (Ballyragget) and Donoughmore (in 
Odoghe).

Blacker, Stewart (dean o f Leighlin): rector, Wells; rector, 
Seagoe (Armagh), archdeacon of Dromore.

Blunden, John: curate, Clonmore.
Bourke, (Hon.) George Theobald: holding no appointment in 

1798.
Bourke, (Hon.) Joseph: dean; rector, St Patrick's, Kilkenny; 

rector and vicar, Urlingford.
Browne, Chaworth: treasurer; rector, Ennisnag.
Butler, Richard: prebendary of Mayne; rector, Mayne; vicar, 

Burnchurch.
Carr, Edward: curate, The Rower; master, John Ivory Endowed 

School, New Ross.
Cary, John: rector, Kildelgy; curate, Rathdowney and Glashare.
Cuffe, (Hon.) Hamilton: vicar, Offerlane; chantry chaplain, St 

Catherine's, Callan; rector, Drumconrath (Meath).
Dempsey, Edward Henry: curate, Skirk.
Dennis, William: vicar, Kilculiheen.
Despard, Francis Green: curate, Offerlane.
Dillon, Thomas: vicar, Shankill.
Doyle, Charles Milley Doyle: dean's vicar, St Canice's.
Fell, Hans Thomas: vicar, Rosbercon.
Flood, Francis Warden: prebendary of Cloneamery; vicar, 

Inistioge; rector, Cloneamery.
Flood, Henry: curate, Aghamacart.
Flood, Oliver: vicar, Aghamacart.
Franklin, Thomas: rector, Agharney; prebendary of

Tullybracky (Limerick).
Groome, Edward: vicar, Abbeyleix.
Gwynn, John: curate (?), Castlane.
Hawtrey, Ralph: vicar, Dunkitt.
Helsham, Paul: rector and vicar, Thomastown.
Hemmings, Matthew: vicar, St John's, and perpetual curate, St 

Mary's, Kilkenny.
Hewetson, John: rector, Aglishmartin; licensed curate, Illud, 

Polerone, Portnescolly, Clonmore and Rathkyran; curate, 
Macully (Kilculiheen). W hiteboy Hewetson'.

Higginbotham, John: curate, Ballytarsney; curate, Fiddown.
Hoare, Deane: vicar, Mothell, Ratchole and Kilkyran.
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Hobart, Benjamin: prebendary of Ullard (Leighlin), rector, 
Graiguenamanagh and Ullard, vicar, Lorum and 
Clonagoose.

Hughes, John: curate, Dunkitt; curate, Kilmacow.
Hume, Gustavus,: rector and vicar, Bordwell, Rathsaran and 

Coolkerry.
Hunt, Edward: curate, Kilfane.
Irwin, Henry: curate, Castlecomer.
Irwin, James: rector and vicar, Castlecomer; master of Raphoe 

Royal School.
Johnston, Robert: prebendary o f Blackrath; rector of Blackrath.
Jones, James: prebendary of Killamery; rector, Killamery, 

rector, Tamlaghht O'Crilly (Derry).
Kennedy, John: rector and vicar, Powerstown, prebendary of 

Fethard, vicar of Hooke and Templetown (Ferns).
Kerr, James Adam: curate, Inistioge and Cloneamery.
Lacy, Thomas: rector, Donoughmore (in Aghavoe).
Lambert, George: rector and vicar, The Rower; vicar, St Peter's 

Drogheda (Armagh), rector, Killary.
Lambert, Thomas: curate, Callan; curate, Killamery.
Langrishe, James: resident in County Kilkenny, dean of 

Achonry, archdeacon of Glendalough.
Leahy, John: prebendary of Tascoffin; rector, Tascoffin.
Lodge, Francis: curate, Aghoure.
McCausland, Marcus: rector, Clonmore.
Madden, Samuel: vicar-general; rector and vicar, Fiddown and 

Tipperaghney; rector, Bewley and Tubridbrittan; vicar, 
Kells.

Madden, Travers: rector and vicar, Kilmacow.
Meara, James: prebendary of Aghoure; rector, Aghoure. Vicar 

choral, Tuam.
Monck, Marcus: chancellor; rector Castleinch.
Morris, John: vicar, Aghavoe.
O'Beirne, Thomas Lewis: bishop.
Orr, John: vicar, Jerpoint; vicar, Skirk. Rector, Dunmore 

(Tuam).
Pack, Anthony: vicar, Dunmore; diocesan schoolmaster.
Pack, Bartholomew: curate, Burnchurch; curate (?), Castleinch.
Palmer, Arthur: vicar, Rathdowney and Glashare.
Palmer, Henry: archdeacon; rector, Kilfane and Tullowherin;
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rector, Knocktopher.
Pasley, William: curate, Graiguenamanagh and Ullard.
Phillips, Charles Frederick: archdeacon's vicar, St Canice's; 

curate, Eirke.
Pick, John: rector and vicar, Fertagh (Johnstown); curate, 

Urlingford. Minister of the French Church, Cork.
Pidgeon, Edward: curate, Kilkyran and Rathcoole in Mothell 

Union.
Price, Edward: rector and vicar, Killermogh.
Prior, Thomas Murray: curate, Bordwell; curate, Donoughmore 

(in Aghavoe).
Ridge, John Bagshot: rector and vicar, Eirke and Gowran.
Roberts, Samuel Thomas: curate, Dysart; curate, Mothell.
Robinson, John: curate, Kilkenny (St Patrick's); curate, 

Tascoffin.
Robinson, Joseph: rector and vicar, Listerlin.
Rolleston, Arthur: precentor's vicar.
St George, George: Kilcooley.
Shaw, Robert (a): rector and vicar, Castlane (Whitechurch).
Shaw, Robert (b): vicar, Dungarvan. Vicar, Colligan (Lismore).
Sterling, Edward: rector and vicar, Rathaspeck.
Stevenson, George: rector and vicar, Callan, Coolaghmore, 

Tullaroan, Ballycallan, Killaloe and Tullamain.
Stone, Charles: rector, Grange Sylvae (Goresbridge).

Archdeacon of Meath.
Stone, George: curate, Ennisnag; curate, Jerpoint; curate, 

Thomastown.
Stone, John: vicar, Durrow. Rector, Kilcolman (Limerick).
Sutton, Thomas: curate, Knocktopher.
Tucker, Thomas: curate, Aghavoe.
Walker, Chamberlain: rector, Rosconnell; curate, Abbeyleix. 

Vicar, Ballyroan (Leighlin).
Wallen (Watters), George: curate, Kells.
Waring, John: prebendary of Kilmanagh; rector, Kilmanagh.
Whitty, John: rector, Ballytarsney.
Wood, Matthew: vicar, Seirkieran.
Wray, Robert: curate, Gowran.
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