
1208 OLD KILKENNY REVIEW

The Shee Family of 
Garrandarragh

Liam Hoyne

Simon Shee, the first recorded member of the family at Garran
darragh, made his will on 8th January 1699-1700 mentioning his 
son, Luke, as his executor, his sons Mark and Patrick whom he does 
not otherwise particularly identify but whom Carrigan supposes 
were respectively the Parish Priest of Ballyhale 1659-1734, and the 
Bishop of Ossory 1660-1736. He also mentions his son Laurence, 
and granddaughter, Catherine, daughter of said Laurence. Simon 
left the moiety o f his farm at Garrandarragh and Glenpipe which 
he held from his nephew Patrick Shee of Derrynahinch, to his wife. 
He directed his remains to be interred “in ye chappie of Molingus 
situated on ye lands of Coolenehahy”. He died in 1700.1

The ruins o f the Shee homestead, now used as a cattle yard but 
retaining an air of antiquity, are still clearly visible. Standing on 
high ground on the East side of the Garrandarragh-Listerlin road, 
about 200 yards south of the old Den family home on the West side 
o f the road, now occupied as a farmyard by Mr. Sean Roche; they 
are in full view of the old church o f Mullinakill across the Arrigle 
valley.

Thomas Den o f the Grennan Castle family was the Ormond 
tenant of Garrandarragh, Glenpipe and Coolnahaw, in 1595.2 The 
Ormonds retained these and adjoining lands after 1641 but gener
ally changed the tenants toNew English, -the Shees o f Derrynahinch 
were exceptions in this respect. William Shee, who died in 1693, 
and his sons, received several leases from both Dukes o f Ormond 
up to 1703.3 William's sons, James and Patrick, were employed by 
their uncle, Valentine Smyth, the Dukes' secretary, in the manage
ment o f the Ormond estates as late as 1690.4

Simon Shee was succeeded at Garrandarragh by his son, Luke, 
who obtained on 3rd January 1703, a 199 years lease of Ballyma
gillagill, 244 Irish acres, at £21 yearly, from John Eaton of Mount 
Eaton. John Eaton was a son o f Theophilus Eaton who arrived 
about 1658 via New Haven, America, which his father, also 
Theophilus, founded a little earlier. On 15th June 1699, the Duke 
o f Ormond had granted John Eaton a lease for lives renewable
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forever at £8.2.8 yearly, of the lands of Ballymagill. His father, 
Theophilus, had already received grants of nearby Freney lands of 
Brownstown and Ballyreddy.5 The Ormond tenant o f Ballymagill 
in 1595 was Donegh O'Nele.

The 199 years lease was unique for a number o f reasons. The 
length o f the term was exceptional especially in view of the 
imminent Penal Law restricting the maximum term to 31 years. It 
was contrary to the policy of the Protestant ascendancy parlia
ment. There can be little doubt that it was procured through 
Ormond influence.

The Ormonds had been loyally served by the Catholic Smyths, 
Shees, and Bryans; the 2nd Duke discharged family obligations to 
old friends when he defied Ascendancy public opinion and tried to 
fire proof them against the property related excesses o f the Penal 
Laws. He made a number of Fee Farm Grants (leases for ever) of 
Ormond lands, in 1703, to John Smyth, son of Valentine, 1,709 
acres; to John Shee of Derrynahinch, 553 acres; and in 1702, to 
James Bryan of Jenkinstown, 1,251 acres.

Luke Shee was fortunate to have received his long lease in 1703 
as it would have been impossible for him to do so the following year. 
In 1704 an Act, 2 Anne c.6, was passed “to prevent the further 
growth of popery” under which the maximum interest in land 
permitted to a Catholic was a 31 year leasehold; this disability 
remained until 1778.

The devolution of this exceptional lease, as evidenced by a 
number of Registry of Deeds Memorials,6 provides considerable 
genealogical and social information on Luke's descendants but 
perhaps the most remarkable fact about this lease is that the 
original has survived to the present day, among the Loftus Papers 
at Mount Loftus (formerly Mt. Eaton), Goresbridge. This valuable 
collection, featured in Analecta Hibernica No. 25, has been in the 
care o f Mrs. Grattan Bellew since the death of her father, Major 
Loftus, in 1936. Lord Loftus purchased the Eaton lands about 1750 
from the grandson o f the John Eaton mentioned above; the story of 
this purchase is well told by Mrs. Grattan Bellew in an article in 
Old Kilkenny Review o f 1971.

The Eaton-Shee lease, still perfectly legible except for a few lines, 
is written on a single skin o f parchment measuring 26” x 12". The 
signature o f Luke Shee is firm and clear and that of a good penman. 
The lease recites that the lands were formerly in the possession of
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Walter Barron. Among the undertakings by Luke Shee is to “either 
fence in or distinguish b y  good marks all the outbounds of the 
demised premises and keep the same distinct and appart from all 
other lands and grounds and once in three year at least in presence 
o f many of the neighbours publicly justly and duely pambulate the 
same”.

Luke Shee died intestate, possibly in 1732, leaving one son and 
three daughters. The son, Rev. Simon Shee S.J., died at Waterford 
in 1773. Waterford had been the administration centre of the 
Society of Jesus for the first half of the century - all the Superiors 
for the period coming from New Ross, Waterford, Dungarvan and 
Clonmel. A cousin of Rev. Simon - Rev. James P. Mulcaile, grand
son of James Shee, Derrynahinch - was a well known contemporary 
Dublin Jesuit.

The three daughters inherited the 199 year lease, the Rev. Simon 
apparently surrendering his interest to them. Margaret, 1711-
1775, married Gregory Mooney or Meany; Rose married Walter 
Roberts and died without issue between 1771-76; Ellen married — 
Ryan and was living at Ballymountain in 1781 and seems to have 
died without issue also.

A 31 year lease of Ballymagill to Matthew Lynam was made on 
22nd April, 1738, the lessors were:-

Ellen Ryan alias Shee* of Thomastown, Widow;
Walter Roberts, Farmer, and Rose his wife, o f Thomastown;
Gregory Meany and Margaret his wife, of Columkill, Thomastown.
One of the witnesses was Nicholas Den, Garrandarragh, F armer.
Apparently, the three daughters had migrated from Garran

darragh in or before 1738 and Ellen had been already widowed.
A further 31 year lease was made on 9th April, 1769, the lessors 

were:-
Ellen Ryan alias Kelly alias Shee, Ballymountain, Widow;
Rose Roberts alias Shee, Kilkenny, Widow.
Gregory Meany, Jackstown, Smith, Administrator of Luke Shee, 

Ballymagill, Gent., Deceased.
Carrigan, in MS Notebook 86, p.103, recites the will of Rose 

Roberts, made at Kilkenny 29th July 1771 and proved 1st May
1776, whereby she left her one third part of Ballymagill to Walter 
and Edmund, the sons of Margaret Meany, subject to payment of 
£10 per annum to her niece, Mary Andrews, Kilkenny, Spinster. He 
also mentions that Walter Roberts and Rose had been living in i 732
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at Ballymagill. Margaret Meany died in 1775 leaving her husband, 
her two sons as above, and a daughter, Mary. Margaret Meany was 
buried at Mullinakill church, where Carrigan saw her tombstone 
about 1900.7 The stone was still there in 1980, adrift from its base, 
lying under a mass o f briars and nettles, but perfectly legible. Ellen 
died subsequent to 1781 and left her one third share to Margaret's 
two sons.

Mary Meany inherited one third o f the leasehold and married 
Denis Treacy o f Kilcurl to become ancestors of the many families, 
fully documented, in the “Treacy Family Tree” compiled in 1936. 
We pass on to consider the descendants o f Margaret Meany's sons, 
Walter and Edward.

Gregory Meany's address is at Columkill in 1738, Jackstown in 
1774, and Kilfane in 1779 where his descendants are still living. 
His son Walter was a smith at Kilfane in 1796 and is listed as a 
tenant in 1795 in a MS book of maps o f the Bushe Estate by John 
Dowling, Surveyor. A headstone at Kilfane graveyard bears the 
following inscription:

Erected by Mr. Walter Meaney o f Kilfane and his wife 
Mary Meaney als Shortill in memory of their son Edward 
Meaney, he died 16th June 1802 aged 21 yrs and three of 
their children that died young.

Walter was survived by at least two sons, Simon and Gregory. 
Simon had several children including Margaret who married into 
the Holland smith family who came to Kilfane in 1798 with Sir 
John Power who built for them the forge at Kilfane Cross with the 
beautiful horse-shoe shaped cut stone door. The forge remained in 
the possession of the Holland family until 1923. Tradition tells that 
Margaret Meany Holland was a remarkable woman who died, in 
1915, at the age of 95, in full possession o f all her faculties. It is to 
be regretted that Canon Carrigan did not have the opportunity to 
interview her; her testimony would have contributed much to the 
family history. Her great granddaughter, Marie Heskin nee Power 
of Kilfane, is the present representative o f the Meany and Holland 
families.

Our knowledge of Gregory, son o f Walter, is small - he is 
mentioned in Registry of Deeds Memorials and the parochial 
marriage register. The birth o f his daughter, Mary, in 1808 is 
mentioned in parochial records. Carrigan is our authority for 
attributing Andrew and Walter to this Gregory whom he states
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was a publican at Jerpoint before 1841.
Our knowledge o f Edward, brother o f Walter, is also slim and 

consists solely o f references in Registry of Deeds Memorials. He 
was a farmer at Jackstown in 1779; a farmer at Thomastown in 
1781; a dealer at Thomastown in 1793; a farmer at Thomastown in 
1796; a farmer at Ballymagill in 1804; his widow and executrix of 
Ballymagill and her two sons, Patrick and Walter, of the same 
address were lessors of part of Ballymagill in 1811.

The Meanys never farmed the land at Ballymagill but rented 
their two thirds to various farmers. The grandchildren of Mary 
Meany Treacy however farmed her one third and her descendants 
continue to do so to the present time.

The position o f the 398 Statute Acres o f Ballymagill in the 
Griffith Valuation 1850 was:-

Immediate Lessors Acres Occupiers Acres
Simon Meany 69 Treacys 124
Patrick Meany 63 Murphys 136
Jas. & Pk. Meany 82 Mackeys 65
Pk. Treacy per Loftus 69 Dollard 65
P. Meany & P. Treacy 48 Ors 8
P. Meany & Jas Treacy 67

398 398

A nagging question remains concerning the migration of the 
Shees from Garrandarragh and Ballymagill. Why choose Kilfane? 
Was Margaret Shee Meany related to Margaret Shee who con
formed in 1706 on her marriage to Christopher Bushe of Kilfane? 
Christopher was son o f Amyas Bushe, son o f Col. John the first 
Grantee o f Kilfane, and Eleanor Wandesford, and predeceased his 
father who died in 1730. He left one child, also Amyas, who 
succeeded his grandfather. How closely was Margaret Shee Meany 
related to Margaret Shee Bushe? Had Canon Carrigan interviewed 
Margaret Meany Holland we might have had an answer to our 
nagging question.8
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SHEE OF GARRANDARRAGH 
SIM ON d.1700

LUKE MARK 
Assumed 
PP Ballyhale 
1659-1734

PATRICK 
Assumed 
Bishop of Ossory 
1660-1736

LAURENCE

Rev. Simon SJ 
1708-1773

Margaret
1711-1775
M
Gregory Meany

Rose
D.1771-1776 
M
Walter Roberts 
No issue

Ryan 
No issue

Walter
Kilfane
1744-1824

M Mary Shortall 

1758-1830

Edward
Jackstown
and
Thomastown

M Honora... 
living
Ballymagill 
1811

ivi

Simon dregory
M 1818 M 1807
Bridget Butler Cath. Power 

|
Margaret 1820-1915 Mary B. 1808
M 1842 Andrew
Patrick Holland 1807-1878

James 1850-1895 Walter
M 1884 Clonturbrid
Kate Holohan 1852-1903 D. 1916

Margaret 1886-1971
M 1911
Edward Power 1876-1951

Marie
M 1953
A.L. Heskin

ary M Denis 
Treacy 
Kilcurl

Patrick
Walter

Patrick
M
Margaret Hill

Thomas
M
Mary Walsh

James killed at Carrickshock James 
William M
M Mary Hill
Mary Sheehan

From whom are descended the O'Keeffe and 
O'Farrell families o f Kilcurl, several Treacy 
families, and many other well known South 
Kilkenny families comprised in the Treacy 
Family Tree compiled in 1936.
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